
SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE CONSTITUTED BY  

OFFICE ORDER NO. DS/1159 of October 19, 2011 

 

1.  Modification  of the Compensatory Examination Rule for all programmes 

The members unanimously decided to recommend the following modified version of the compensatory examination across 

all programmes. 

The following rule was recommended to take care of a rare and exceptional case of a student who is not in the final year of 

any programme and who scores less than the respective pass marks
1
 in one backpaper, but whose performance is generally 

good over the year (that is, he/she scores 60% or more in all other courses).   In such cases, the student may be provisionally 

promoted without stipend or contingency grant to the following year, subject to the requirement that the paper is cleared 

through the so-called compensatory examination, which is a regular (semestral) examination in the corresponding semester 

of the following year, along with the regular courses for that semester in the current year. Only the score in the semestral 

examination need be considered for the purpose of evaluation. The student is not expected to attend the course, or to take 

the mid-semestral examination or to do assignments, projects, etc. in case these are prescribed for the course in that 

semester. However, he/she can score at most 35% in such an examination. A student scoring less than 35% in this 

examination will have to discontinue the programme, regardless of the year of study in the programme. Stipend may be 

restored after he/she successfully clears the examination, but not with retrospective effect. Also, he/she will not be eligible 

for any prizes or awards.  All other terms and conditions related to the compensatory examination remain unchanged.  

In case the student in question is in the final year of any programme and the aforementioned rule is not applicable, the Dean 

of Studies, in consultation with the Teachers’ Committee, can decide on the mechanism of conducting a special examination 

along the lines suggested above, within six months of the end of that academic year. 

Though it was generally felt that, to facilitate the academic progress of students, backpapers for courses in a given semester 

should be cleared before the next semester starts, and should not be carried over to another semester, the committee 

                                                           
1
 35% for all courses  across all programmes except the core courses (Project-I, Project-II, Dissertation, OR-I, SQC-I and Reliability-I) in M.Tech. (QROR), for 

which it is 45%.  



decided to make an exception in this single instance.    In addition, the committee also recommends that all backpaper 

examinations for a given semester should be completed during the week immediately preceding the commencement of the 

following semester.  

Justification: The committee understood very well the motivation behind the introduction of this examination, namely, giving 

a second chance to a student, who, despite performing well in other subjects, has not been able to pass in a backpaper, 

during a given academic year. At the same time, most members of the committee felt that in many cases, conducting a 

compensatory examination was impractical since several implementation-related issues needed to be addressed. This 

recommendation is being made to deal with some of these issues.  

Another motivation behind this recommendation is that while it provides a means of redressal in a certain type of extreme situation, the 

solution that it provides is tedious enough for a student to  wish that he does not get into that situation if he can help it. Also, the 

suggested lag of one year between the failed backpaper and the next attempt, is expected to help the student to find sufficient time to 

prepare for examination in a subject in which he has fared poorly, and at the same time to serve as a deterrent to any student who 

intends to make frivolous use of the compensatory examination rule. 

2. Allowing a student to repeat any year of the programme, rather than only the final year, subject to a maximum of two 

repeat years for the undergraduate programmes and one for all others 

The committee recommended unanimously the following relaxation in the rules governing the repetition of an academic year 

by a student who does not meet the criteria for promotion/ passing but has scored at least 35% in the aggregate in that year: 

A B.Stat./B.Math. student can repeat any one of the first two years, and the final year, while for all other programmes, any 

one of the two years can be repeated. The repeat year must be the academic year immediately following the year being 

repeated. Repetition of a year is subject to the approval of the Teachers’ Committee. A repeating student should not get any 

stipend or contingency grant or prizes during the repeat year. However, if he/she is from such an economically 

underprivileged background that this step will force him/her to discontinue, then he/she can appeal to the Dean of Studies or 

the In-charge, Students’ Affairs, for financial support. 

However, allowing such a student to repeat the first year should be subject to counseling of the student by the Dean of 

Studies/ In-charge, Students’ Affairs, in the presence of his/her parents/guardians, to assess whether he/she has an aptitude 

for the programme.   



Justification: Members felt that repeating a year is definitely beneficial for a student who is finding it difficult to cope with 

the curriculum. They also felt that the existing rule of allowing a student to repeat only the final year is unnecessarily 

restrictive, since it is quite possible that a student may find too many courses in some other year (not just the last one) to be 

so difficult that he fails more than the “permissible” number of courses. Such a student will gain academically if he/she 

repeats the year, and becomes better equipped to face the following semesters.  

Of course, for an undergraduate student, if the year in question is the first year, then there is always a possibility that the 

student is not well-suited for the programme, and hence he may require rigorous counseling before he can decide whether 

continuing the programme (with repetition) is the right career option for him, or whether he should discontinue. 

3. It was unanimously recommended that a student repeating a year must be assessed for all courses even if he has passed 

them in the original year, and he must obtain a minimum of the respective pass marks
2
 in such courses in the repeat year. 

The final score in a course being repeated should be the maximum of the scores obtained in the two years. 

Justification: Since a repeating student is generally a weak student, repeating all courses should ideally help him to improve 

his overall performance. This recommendation gives him a chance to improve his scores as well, and should motivate him to 

make good use of the repeat for enhancement of his academic credentials. 

Also, a student who is permitted to repeat only a few courses rather than all courses in the entire academic year will get an 

undue advantage over the other regular students who have to attend and be evaluated for all courses during the year. 

4. Change in the ceiling on the number of backpapers per year for undergraduate courses from 4-4-2 to 4-3-3 

 

It was unanimously felt that the new distribution was possibly fairer to the student, particularly in the final year. The higher 

number for the first year was justified since it was more likely that a student who is new to the distinctive system of 

instruction in ISI, may perform poorly initially, and hence may need that extra back paper.   

 

 

 

                                                           
2
 35% for all courses across all programmes, except the core courses (Project-I, Project-II, Dissertation, OR-I, SQC-I and Reliability-I) in M.Tech.(QROR), for which 

it is 45%. 



5. Changes in rules governing final results 
 

A majority of the members recommended some changes in the rules governing final results for all programmes except 

M.Tech.(QROR). After the necessary correction made by the Chairman of the Academic Council as per the decision taken by the Academic 

Council on 23
rd

 March 2012 the rules are  as follows: 

a. A student will secure a first division with distinction, if he/she not only has an overall average percentage score of at 

least 75% in all semesters put together but also has at most one subject with score less than 45%.  

b. For a result in the first division, the maximum permissible number of scores less than 45% is reduced from 6 to 4 for 

B.Stat./ B.Math., and from 4 to 2 for all other courses. 

c.  For a result in the second division, the maximum permissible number of scores less than 45% is reduced from 8 to 6 

for B.Stat./ B.Math., and is 4 for all other courses. 

 

For M.Tech. (QROR), the modified rules are as follows: 

First Division with distinction 

i. The overall average score is at least 75%, 

ii. There is at most one subject with composite score less than 45%. 

First Division  

i. Not in the First Division with distinction, 

ii. The overall average score is ≥ 60%, 

iii. The number of composite scores less than 45% in non-core courses is at most two. 

Second Division 

i. Not in the First Division with distinction or First Division, 

ii. The overall average score is ≥ 45%, 

iii. The number of composite scores less than 45% in non-core courses is at most four 

Pass 

i. A student not belonging to the above three categories but fulfilling the criteria for passing in both the years 

 

 



Justification:  The guiding principle behind this recommendation is that, first and foremost, ISI is a unique educational 

institution in India, totally funded by public money, which, seeks to attract students of outstanding caliber and, instead of 

charging tuition fees from them, actually pays stipends, in order to facilitate their pursuit of academic excellence. This should 

instill an added measure of dedication and responsibility in the students, and they should feel motivated to strive that much 

harder to excel. So, for example, a student to whom ISI awards a B.Stat. Honours degree in the first division with distinction 

should be of stellar quality with an unblemished record.  

 

6. Changes in promotion rules:  

 

Another unanimous recommendation was that the minimum average composite score in all the credit courses taken in a 

year, required for promotion from one year to the next, should be 45%, uniformly across all programmes, and that the 

score(s) in non-credit course(s) should be at least 35%.   

 

For the B.Stat., B.Math., and the two M.Tech. programmes, the promotion rules refer to promotion from one semester to the 

next, which is confusing and misleading since, as of now, ISI does not have any mechanism for accommodating a student who 

fails a semester, particularly the first semester in a year. So it was unanimously recommended that all promotion rules 

should be reformulated so as to refer to promotion from one year to the next, uniformly across all programmes, as is the 

case with the M.Stat., M.Math. and MSQE programmes.   

 

7. Eligibility for supplementary examination:  

 

The Committee unanimously recommended that, in the event of a student failing to take a mid-semestral, semestral and 

backpaper examination due to medical or family emergencies, the Dean of Studies or the In-Charge, Academic Affairs, 

should be informed about this in writing, that is, through an e-mail or a letter postmarked the date of the examination, 

latest by the date of the examination. Subsequently, he/she should apply to the aforementioned authorities in writing for 

permission to take a supplementary examination, enclosing supporting documents. However, the existing rule, whereby the 

maximum score in any supplementary examination is 60% for mid-semestral and semestral examinations, 45% for backpaper 

examinations and 35% for compensatory examinations, remains unchanged. 

 

 



8. Contingency grants:  

 

It was unanimously recommended that the rules governing such grants should be made more explicit to facilitate 

implementation. In line with the rules specified by TIFR for contingency grants 

(http://www.tifr.res.in/~gsoffice/contingency_grant.htm), the following rules are suggested: 

 

The items covered by the contingency grant shall be: cost of photocopying study materials, purchase of   books, journal 

subscriptions, memberships of professional societies including the ISI Alumni Association, portable electronic storage media 

such as USB memory device, software items, journal/society subscriptions, and expenditure for participating in Conferences, 

Workshops or Schools.   

  

For society subscriptions, a copy of the receipt should to be enclosed (countersigned by the Class Teacher).  For travel 

reimbursement (schools and conferences) a copy of the letter of invitation, a statement from the organizers certifying 

attendance and the fact that they did not pay for travel, as well as copies of tickets (all countersigned by the Class Teacher) 

will be needed. 

  

The books have to be  related to the curriculum, and NOT of a general type such as fiction, dictionaries, encyclopedias, etc. 

 

Purchased items along with cash memos and claim form, duly approved and signed by the Class Teacher should be submitted 

to the Dean of Studies/ In-charge, Students’ Affairs, to complete the administrative formalities. 

9. Re-evaluation of Project/ Dissertation:  

The Committee unanimously recommended that, in case a student who scores    45%  or less in   project(s) or  dissertation, 

then he/she must  submit his work for re-evaluation after revision, within the deadline announced for backpaper 

examinations. The maximum he/she can score after re-evaluation is 45%. 

10. Rules Governing Non-credit Courses:  

 

The rules related to non-credit courses are not specified explicitly for all programmes, excluding the M.Tech.(CS). In line with 

what is mentioned in the brochure for the latter, the Committee unanimously recommended that the following should be 



mentioned explicitly in the brochures for all programmes, except M.Tech.(QROR), for which currently all courses are credit 

courses: 

 

A student may also take one additional elective course per semester as a non-credit course, although it is not mandatory to 

take one. A student is given up to four weeks to decide whether he/she wants to take a particular elective course as non-

credit. If a student decides to take any non-credit course, he/she has to attend that course regularly and obtain at least the 

pass mark (35%). A student who fails to score 35% in a non-credit course is required to clear a backpaper and if he/she cannot 

do so, is expected to repeat the year. The compensatory examination rule is not applicable for non-credit courses. All non-

credit courses taken by a student are also recorded and mentioned in his/her mark-sheet. Only elective courses can be taken 

as non-credit courses. A non-credit course is allowed to be used as "pre-requisite" for a course and/or specialization as long as 

the student has passed the course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE CONSTITUTED BY  

OFFICE ORDER NO. DS/1159 of October 19, 2011 

 

Programmes: B.Stat.  and B.Math. 

Ref. 

no. 

Item Existing Recommended 

1.5 Examinations 1. Backpaper examination:  

                      Ceiling on no. of backpapers: 4-4-2 

2. Compensatory examination 

3. Supplementary examination 

1. Backpaper examination:  

                      Ceiling on no. of backpapers: 4-3-3 

2. Compensatory examination rule is 

modified as follows: the student may be 

provisionally promoted without stipend 

or contingency grant to the following 

year, subject to the requirement that the 

paper is cleared through the so-called 

compensatory examination, which is a 

regular (semestral) examination in the 

corresponding semester of the 

following year, along with the regular 

courses for that semester in the current 

year. 

3. Supplementary examination: The Dean of 

Studies/ In-charge, Students’ Affairs, must 

be informed about the student’s inability to 

take an examination through an e-mail or a 

letter postmarked the date of the 

examination, latest by the date of the 

examination. 

1.8 Promotion  Rules refer to promotion from a semester to the 

next. 

Rules should refer to promotion from one year to 

the next. 

 

1.8 

 

Promotion 

 

First Year to Second Year: Average composite score in 

all first-year  core/credit courses ≥ 45%. 

 

First Year to Second Year: Average composite score 

in all first-year core/credit courses ≥ 45%. 



Second Year to Third Year: Average composite score 

in all second-year credit courses ≥ 40%. 

 

Second Year to Third Year: Average composite score 

in all second-year credit courses ≥ 45%. 

 

1.8 Promotion: Repeating 

a year 

No student is allowed to repeat First Year or Second 

Year. Repetition of a year is allowed only in the final 

year.  

 

 

 

 

A student is allowed to repeat at most one of the 

first two years, and the final year, without stipend 

and contingency grant. However, repetition of  the 

first year is allowed subject to counseling of the 

student, in the presence of his/her parents if 

necessary, to assess whether he/she has an aptitude 

for the programme.  A repeating student is not 

eligible for prizes or awards. 

1.8 Promotion: Scores in a 

repeat year 

The scores obtained during the repetition of the final 

year are taken as the final scores in the final year. 

A student repeating a year must be assessed for all 

courses even if he has passed in them in the original 

year, and he must obtain a minimum of 35% in such 

courses in the repeating year.  

The final score in a course being repeated should 

be the maximum of the scores obtained in the two 

years. 

1.9  

Final Result 

(Hons.) - First Division with distinction  

(i) The overall average score is at least 75%, 

(ii) average score in the sixteen core courses is at 

least 60%.   

(iii) the number of composite scores less than 

45% is at most four. 

(Hons.) - First Division 

(i) Not in the First Division with distinction, 

(ii) the overall average score is ≥ 60% but < 75%, 

(iii) average score in the core courses is ≥ 60%, 

(iv) the number of composite scores less than 45% is 

at most six. 

(Hons.) - Second Division 

(i) Not in the First Division with distinction or First 

Division, 

(ii) the overall average score is ≥ 45%, 

(iii) average score in the sixteen core courses is ≥45%, 

and 

(Hons.) - First Division with distinction  

(i) The overall average score is at least 75%, 

(ii) Average score in the sixteen “core” courses is at 

least 60%.   

(iii) There is at most one subject with composite 

score less than 45%. 

(Hons.) - First Division 

(i) Not in the First Division with distinction, 

(ii) the overall average score is ≥ 60% 

(iii) average score in the  “core” courses is ≥ 60%, 

(iv)  There are at most four subjects with composite 

scores less than 45%. 

(Hons.) - Second Division 

(i) Not in the First Division with distinction or First 

Division, 

(ii) the overall average score is ≥ 45%, 

(iii) average score in the sixteen core courses is 

≥45%, and 

(iv)  There are at most six subjects with composite 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(iv) the number of composite scores less than 45% is 

at most eight. 

Pass without Honours 

 Pass in all courses but not falling in any of the earlier 

categories 

scores less than 45%. 

Pass without Honours 

Pass in all courses but not falling in any of the earlier 

categories 

1.13 Contingency Grant  Rules governing it to be made more specific, as 

suggested in the summary of recommendations. 

 Non-credit courses No explicit mention, except in the context of the 

Remedial English course of B.Stat.  and the Writing of 

Mathematics Course of B.Math. 

A student may take an additional elective course per 

semester as a non-credit course, although this is not 

mandatory.  

He/she is given up to four weeks to decide whether 

he/she wants to take a particular elective course as 

non-credit.  

A student taking a non-credit course has to attend 

that course regularly and obtain at least the pass 

mark (35%).  A student who fails to score 35% in a 

non-credit course is required to clear a backpaper 

and if he/she cannot do so, is expected to repeat the 

year. 

All non-credit courses taken by a student are also 

recorded and mentioned in his/her mark-sheet.  

Only elective courses can be taken as non-credit 

courses.  

A non-credit course is allowed to be used as "pre-

requisite" for a course and/ or specialization if the 

student has passed the course. 

 



RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE CONSTITUTED BY  

OFFICE ORDER NO. DS/1159 of October 19, 2011 

 

Programmes: M.Stat., M.Math., MS(QE) and MS(LIS) 

Ref. 

no. 

Item Existing Recommended 

 

1.5 

 

Examinations 

 

4. Backpaper examination 

5. Compensatory examination 

6. Supplementary examination 

 

1. Compensatory examination rule is 

modified as follows: the student may be 

provisionally promoted without stipend 

or contingency grant to the following 

year, subject to the requirement that the 

paper is cleared through the so-called 

compensatory examination, which is a 

regular (semestral) examination in the 

corresponding semester of the 

following year, along with the regular 

courses for that semester in the current 

year. 

2. Supplementary examination: The Dean of 

Studies or In-charge, Students’ Affairs, must 

be informed about the student’s inability to 

take an examination through an e-mail or a 

letter postmarked the date of the 

examination, latest by the date of the 

examination. 

 

 

 

1.5 Examinations:  

Backpaper type  

re-evaluation of 

 If a student who is required to do a project, scores 

45% or less then he/she must submit his/her work 

for re-evaluation after revision, within the deadline 



project work announced for backpaper examinations. The 

maximum he/she can score in a project after re-

evaluation is 45%. 

 

1.8 Promotion: Repeating 

a year 

A student who fails but obtain at least 35% average 

score in the second year, is allowed to repeat the 

final year of the programme without stipend. 

 

A student who fails to obtain at least 35% average 

score in an academic year is allowed to repeat it 

without stipend or contingency grant, subject to a 

maximum of one repeat year in the two-year 

programme. 

1.8 Promotion: Scores in a 

repeat year 

The scores obtained during the repetition of the 

final year are taken as the final scores in the final 

year. 

A student repeating a year must be assessed for all 

courses even if he has passed in them in the original 

year, and he must obtain a minimum of 35% in such 

courses in the repeating year.  

The final score in a course being repeated should 

be the maximum of the scores obtained in the two 

years. 

1.9 Final Result First Division with distinction  

(i) The overall average score is at least 75%, 

(iii) The number of composite scores less than 

45% is at most two. 
(Hons.) - First Division 

(i) Not in the First Division with distinction, 

(ii) the overall average score is ≥ 60% but < 75%, 

(iii) The number of composite scores less than 

45% is at most four. 

(Hons.) - Second Division 

(i) Not in the First Division with distinction or First 

Division, 

(ii) the overall average score is ≥ 45%, 

(iii) The number of composite scores less than 

45% is at most four. 

First Division with distinction  

(i) The overall average score is at least 75%, 

(ii) There is at most one subject with composite 

score less than 45%. 

 

(Hons.) - First Division 

(i) Not in the First Division with distinction, 

(ii) The overall average score is ≥ 60%. 

(iii) There are at most two subjects with 

composite scores less than 45%  

(Hons.) - Second Division 

(i) Not in the First Division with distinction or 

First Division, 

(ii) the overall average score is ≥ 45%, 

(iii)  There are at most four subjects with 

composite  scores less than 45% 

1.13 Contingency Grant  Rules governing it to be made more specific, as 

suggested in the summary of recommendations. 

 Non-credit courses  A student may take an additional elective course per 

semester as a non-credit course, although this is not 

mandatory.  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He/she is given up to four weeks to decide whether 

he/she wants to take a particular elective course as 

non-credit.  

A student taking a non-credit course has to attend 

that course regularly and obtain at least the pass 

mark (35%).  A student who fails to score 35% in a 

non-credit course is required to clear a backpaper 

and if he/she cannot do so, is expected to repeat the 

year. 

All non-credit courses taken by a student are also 

recorded and mentioned in his/her mark-sheet.  

Only elective courses can be taken as non-credit 

courses.  

A non-credit course is allowed to be used as "pre-

requisite" for a course and/ or specialization if the 

student has passed the course. 

 



RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE CONSTITUTED BY  

OFFICE ORDER NO. DS/1159 of October 19, 2011 

 

Programmes: M.Tech.(CS) and M.Tech.(QROR) 

Ref. 

no. 

Item Existing Recommended 

 

1.5 

 

Examinations 

 

7. Backpaper examination 

8. Compensatory examination 

9. Supplementary examination 

 

2. Compensatory examination rule is 

modified as follows: the student may be 

provisionally promoted without stipend 

or contingency grant to the following 

year, subject to the requirement that the 

paper is cleared through the so-called 

compensatory examination, which is a 

regular (semestral) examination in the 

corresponding semester of the 

following year, along with the regular 

courses for that semester in the current 

year. 

3. Supplementary examination: The Dean of 

Studies/In-charge, Students’ Affairs, must be 

informed about the student’s inability to 

take an examination through an e-mail or a 

letter postmarked the date of the 

examination, latest by the date of the 

examination. 

 

 

1.5 Examinations:  

Backpaper type re-

evaluation of project 

work 

 If a student who is required to do a project, scores 

45% or less then he/she must submit his/her work 

for re-evaluation after revision, within the deadline 

announced for backpaper examinations. The 



maximum he/she can score in a project after re-

evaluation is 45%. 

 

1.8 Promotion  Rules refer to promotion from a semester to the 

next. 

Rules should refer to promotion from one year to 

the next. 

 

1.8 Promotion:  Repeating 

a year 

A student who fails to obtain at least 35% average 

score in the second year, is allowed to repeat the 

final year of the programme without stipend. 

 

A student who fails to obtain at least 35% average 

score in an academic year is allowed to repeat it 

without stipend or contingency grant, subject to a 

maximum of one repeat year in the two-year 

programme. 

 

 

1.8 

 

Promotion:  Scores in a 

repeat year 

 

The scores obtained during the repetition of the 

final year are taken as the final scores in the final 

year. 

 

A student repeating a year must be assessed for all 

courses even if he has passed in them in the original 

year, and he must obtain a minimum of 35% in such 

courses in the repeating year.  

The final score in a course being repeated should 

be the maximum of the scores obtained in the two 

years. 

1.9 Final Result First Division with distinction  

(i) The overall average score is at least 75%, 

(ii) The number of composite scores less than 

45% is at most two. 
(Hons.) - First Division 

(i) Not in the First Division with distinction. 

(ii) The overall average score is ≥ 60% but < 75%, 

(iii) The number of composite scores less than 

45% is at most four. 

(Hons.) - Second Division 

(i) Not in the First Division with distinction or First 

Division. 

(ii) The overall average score is ≥ 45%. 

(iii) The number of composite scores less than 

45% is at most four. 

First Division with distinction  

(i) The overall average score is at least 75%. 

(ii) There is at most one subject with composite 

score less than 45%. 

(Hons.) - First Division 

(i) Not in the First Division with distinction, 

(ii) the overall average score is ≥ 60%. 

(iii) There are at most two subjects with 

composite scores less than 45%  

(Hons.) - Second Division 

(i) Not in the First Division with distinction or 

First Division, 

(ii) the overall average score is ≥ 45%, 

(iii)  There are at most four  subjects with 

composite scores less than 45% 

1.13 Contingency Grant  Rules governing it to be made more specific, as 

suggested in the summary of recommendations. 



 


