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      Afternoon  
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On the answer sheet write your Name, Registration Number, 
Test Code, Number of this booklet, etc. in the appropriate place.  
 
The Test consists of two parts: 
 

Part I    Comprehension Ability.  
Part II   Test of English Language Proficiency. 
Part III    Test of Knowledge of Books, Libraries, 

Information and Computers. 
 
For each question four choices are given marked as A, B, C and 
D. Identify the correct answer and write the answer code (i.e. A, 
B, C or D) in the box against the question number in the answer 
sheet attached to this booklet.  
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AND / OR THE ANSWER-BOOKLET.  

YOU ARE NOT ALLOWED TO USE CALCULATORS.  
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QUESTION PAPER  

For the entrance test for M.S. (Library & Information Science) (2014)  

 
Test Code: PLB  

 
1. Answer all questions.  
2. All questions carry equal marks.  
 

Part I   Comprehension Ability   
 
Read the following passage and answer the questions numbered 
1 – 5.  
  
Most people can remember a phone number for up to thirty 
seconds. When this short amount of time elapses, however, the 
numbers are erased from the memory. How did the information 
get there in the first place? Information that makes its way to the 
short term memory (STM) does so via the sensory storage area. 
The brain has a filter which only allows stimuli that is of 
immediate interest to pass on to the STM, also known as the 
working memory. 
 
There is much debate about the capacity and duration of the 
short term memory. The most accepted theory comes from 
George A. Miller, a cognitive psychologist who suggested that 
humans can remember approximately seven chunks of 
information. A chunk is defined as a meaningful unit of 
information, such as a word or name rather than just a letter or 
number. Modern theorists suggest that one can increase the 
capacity of the short term memory by chunking, or classifying 
similar information together. By organizing information, one 
can optimize the STM, and improve the chances of a memory 
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being passed on to long term storage. 
 
When making a conscious effort to memorize something, such 
as information for an exam, many people engage in "rote 
rehearsal". By repeating something over and over again, one is 
able to keep a memory alive. Unfortunately, this type of 
memory maintenance only succeeds if there are no interruptions. 
As soon as a person stops rehearsing the information, it has the 
tendency to disappear. When a pen and paper are not handy, 
people often attempt to remember a phone number by repeating 
it aloud. If the doorbell rings or the dog barks to come in before 
a person has the opportunity to make a phone call, he will likely 
forget the number instantly. Therefore, rote rehearsal is not an 
efficient way to pass information from the short term to long 
term memory. A better way is to practice "elaborate rehearsal". 
This involves assigning semantic meaning to a piece of 
information so that it can be filed along with other pre-existing 
long term memories. 
 
Encoding information semantically also makes it more 
retrievable. Retrieving information can be done by recognition 
or recall. Humans can easily recall memories that are stored in 
the long term memory and used often; however, if a memory 
seems to be forgotten, it may eventually be retrieved by 
prompting. The more cues a person is given (such as pictures), 
the more likely a memory can be retrieved. This is why multiple 
choice tests are often used for subjects that require a lot of 
memorization. 
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1. According to the passage, how do memories get transferred to 
the STM?  
A. They revert from the long term memory.  
B. They are filtered from the sensory storage area.  
C. They get chunked when they enter the brain.  
D. They enter via the nervous system. 
 
2. Why does the author mention a dog's bark?  
A. To give an example of a type of memory. 
B. To provide a type of interruption.  
C. To prove that dogs have better memories than humans.  
D. To compare another sound that is loud like a doorbell.  
 
3. Which of the following is not supported by the passage?  
A. The working memory is the same as the short term memory.  
B. A memory is kept alive through constant repetition.  
C. Cues help people to recognize information.  
D. Multiple choice exams are the most difficult. 
 
4. How do theorists believe a person can remember more 
information in a short time?  
A. By organizing it  
B. By repeating it  
C. By giving it a name  
D. By drawing it  
 
5. The author believes that rote rotation is  
A. The best way to remember something. 
B. More efficient than chunking.  
C. Ineffective in the long run. 
D. An unnecessary interruption. 
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Read the following passage and answer the questions numbered 
6 – 10.  
 
The painter Roy Lichtenstein helped to define pop art - the 
movement that incorporated commonplace objects and 
commercial-art techniques into paintings - by paraphrasing the 
style of comic books in his work. His merger of a popular genre 
with the forms and intentions of fine art generated a complex 
result: while poking fun at the pretensions of the art world, 
Lichtenstein’s work also managed to convey a seriousness of 
theme that enabled it to transcend mere parody.  
 
That Lichtenstein’s images were fine art was at first difficult to 
see, because, with their word balloons and highly stylized 
figures, they looked like nothing more than the comic book 
panels from which they were copied. Standard art history holds 
that pop art emerged as an impersonal alternative to the 
histrionics of abstract expressionism, a movement in which 
painters conveyed their private attitudes and emotions using 
nonrepresentational techniques. The truth is that by the time pop 
art first appeared in the early 1960s, abstract expressionism had 
already lost much of its force. Pop art painters weren’t 
quarreling with the powerful early abstract expressionist work 
of the late 1940s but with a second generation of abstract 
expressionists whose work seemed airy, high-minded, and 
overly lyrical. Pop art paintings were full of simple black lines 
and large areas of primary color. Lichtenstein’s work was part of 
a general rebellion against the fading emotional power of 
abstract expressionism, rather than an aloof attempt to ignore it.  
 
But if rebellion against previous art by means of the careful 
imitation of a popular genre were all that characterized 
Lichtenstein’s work, it would possess only the reflective power 
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that parodies have in relation to their subjects. Beneath its 
cartoonish methods, his work displayed an impulse toward 
realism, an urge to say that what was missing from 
contemporary painting was the depiction of contemporary life. 
The stilted romances and war stories portrayed in the comic 
books on which he based his canvases, the stylized automobiles, 
hot dogs, and table lamps that appeared in his pictures, were 
reflections of the culture Lichtenstein inhabited. But, in contrast 
to some pop art, Lichtenstein’s work exuded not a jaded 
cynicism about consumer culture, but a kind of deliberate 
naivete, intended as a response to the excess of sophistication he 
observed not only in the later abstract expressionists but in some 
other pop artists. With the comics— typically the domain of 
youth and innocence—as his reference point, a nostalgia fills his 
paintings that gives them, for all their surface bravado, an inner 
sweetness. His persistent use of comic-art conventions 
demonstrates a faith in reconciliation, not only between cartoons 
and fine art, but between parody and true feeling.  
 
6. Which one of the following best captures the author’s attitude 
toward Lichtenstein’s work? 
A. Enthusiasm for its more rebellious aspects.  
B. Respect for its successful parody of youth and innocence.  
C. Pleasure in its blatant rejection of abstract expressionism.  
D. Appreciation for its ability to incorporate both realism and 

naivete.  
 
7. The author most likely lists some of the themes and objects 
influencing and appearing in Lichtenstein’s paintings primarily 
to  
A. Show that the paintings depict aspects of contemporary life.  
B. Support the claim that Lichtenstein’s work was parodic in 

intent.  
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C. Contrast Lichtenstein’s approach to art with that of abstract 
expressionism.  

D. Suggest the emotions that lie at the heart of Lichtenstein’s 
work.  

 
8. The primary purpose of the passage is most likely to  
A. Express curiosity about an artist’s work.  
B. Clarify the motivation behind an artist’s work.  
C. Contrast two opposing theories about an artist’s work. 
D. Describe the evolution of an artist’s work.  
 
9. What is not true on Lichtenstein’s creation?  
A. Personification through cartoon structure made surrealistic 

feature in the work.  
B. He tried to incorporate general objects and commercial art 

into his paintings.  
C. He didn't ignore the influence of emotion in his work.  
D. His work used to contain inner beauty in it.  
 
10. Pop art is a/an  
A. form of surrealism.  
B. contemporary art.  
C.  derivative of modern art depicting silent language.  
D. expression and style for pop loving people.  
 
 

Part II   Test of English Language Proficiency  
 
11. My boss  always expects me to drop whatever I'm doing to 
________ to his latest whim. He never thinks about the problem 
this _______ me.  
A. akin, forces  
B. cater, causes  
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C. confine, directs  
D. accede, throws  
 
12. With this ________, two further questions can be asked, and 
answered in a preliminary way at this ________ stage.  
A. prelude, introductory  
B. inspiration, Decisive  
C. conclusion, empirical  
D. answer, final  
 
13. We may be a progressive expanding or a sudden _______ 
self-transcendence mount up to these summits in _______ 
moments or dwell on them during hours or days of greatest 
superhuman experience.   
A. shabby, sorrowful  
B. beautiful, pensive  
C. luminous, unforgettable  
D. disgraceful, painful  
 
14. Eli's hobbies include jogging, swimming, and _______. 
A. to climb mountains  
B. climb mountains  
C. to climb  
D. climbing mountains  
 
15. In a changing and ______ unstructured business 
environment, creativity and innovation are being ________ 
demanded of executives.  
A. highly, extremely  
B. progressively, increasingly  
C. increasingly, moderately  
D. excessively, rapidly  
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Select the one underlined word or phrase that is incorrect. 
 
16. Takeshi swimmed one hundred laps in the pool yesterday. 
A. swimmed  
B. hundred  
C. in  
D. yesterday  
 
17. John intends to starting her own software business in a few 
years. 
A. intends  
B. starting 
C. software  
D. few  
 
18. David used work for a multinational corporation when he 
lived in Malaysia. 
A. used work  
B. multinational  
C. when  
D. lived in  
 
19. What is the synonym for pensive?   
A. Caged  
B. Thoughtful  
C. Happy  
D. Obsessive 
 
20. What is the synonym for covetous?  
A. Sneaky  
B. Lurking  
C. Greedy  
D. Quiet 
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21. What is the antonym for acumen? 
A. Wise 
B. Erudite 
C. Stupid 
D. Deaf   
 
22. If Philately : Stamps, then which of the following is true?   
A. Calligraphy : Pens  
B. Cartography : Maps  
C. Numismatics : Coins 
D. Geriatrics : Ailments 
 
23. If Pan : Camera, then which of the following is true?   
A. Ban : Book  
B. Rotate : Periscope  
C. Tune : Radio 
D. Filter : Lens 
 
24. If Mentor : Guide, then which of the following is true?   
A. Merchant : Consume  
B. Medium : Advice  
C. Mercenary : demand  
D. Mendicant : Beg  
 
In each of the questions numbered 25 - 26, some 
proverbs/idioms are given together with their meanings. Choose 
the correct meaning of proverb/idiom. If there is no correct 
meaning given, D, i.e., 'None of these' will be the answer.  
 
25. To cry wolf 
A. To listen eagerly       
B. To give false alarm 
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C. To turn pale       
D. None of these 
 
26. A black sheep 
A. An unlucky person 
B.  A lucky person 
C. An ugly person 
D. None of these  
 
In each of the questions numbered 27 - 28, there is a sentence of 
which some parts have been jumbled up. Rearrange these parts 
which are labeled P, Q, R and S to produce the correct sentence. 
Choose the proper sequence.  
 
27. As a disease  
P : and breaks up marriages 
Q : accidents and suicides 
R : alcoholism leads to 
S : affecting all ages 
 
The Proper sequence should be  
A. SRPQ       
B. RPSQ 
C. SRQP        
D. RQPS 
 
28. It is easy to excuse  
P : but it is hard 
Q : in a boy of fourteen 
R : the mischief of early childhood 
S : to tolerate even unavoidable faults 
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The Proper sequence should be  
A. RPQS       
B. QRSP 
C. QRPS       
D. RPSQ 
 
In questions numbered 29 – 30, each passage consists of six 
sentences. The first and sixth sentences are given in the 
beginning labeled as S1 and S6. The middle four sentences in 
each have been removed and jumbled up. These are labeled as 
P, Q, R and S. Find out the proper order for the four sentences.  
 
29. S1: For some time in his youth Abraham Lincoln was 
manager for a shop. 
P : Then a chance Customer would come. 
Q : Young Lincoln way of keeping shop was entirely unlike 

anyone else's.  
R : Lincoln would jump up and attend to his needs and then 

revert to his reading.  
S : He used to lie full length on the counter of the shop eagerly 

reading a book.  
S6: Never before had Lincoln had so much time for reading as 

had then.  
 
The Proper sequence should be: 
A. SRQP       
B. QSPR 
C. SQRP       
D. QPSR 
 
30. S1: Most of the universities in the country are now facing 
financial crisis. 
P : Cost benefit yardstick thus should not be applied in the case 
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of universities. 
Q : The current state of affairs cannot be allowed to continue for 

long. 
R : Universities cannot be equated with commercial enterprises. 
S : Proper development of universities and colleges must be 

ensured. 
S6 : The Government should realise this before it is too late.  
 
The Proper sequence should be: 
A. QRPS       
B. QSPR 
C. QRSP       
D. QPRS 
 
In each of the questions numbered 31 – 33, are given two 
statements I and II. These statements may be either independent 
causes or may be effects of independent causes or a common 
cause. One of these statements may be the effect of the other 
statements. Read both the statements and decide which of the 
following answer choice correctly depicts the relationship 
between these two statements. 
 
Select answer  
A. If statement I is the cause and statement II is its effect.  
B. If statement II is the cause and statement I is its effect.  
C. If both the statements I and II are independent causes. 
D. If both the statements I and II are effects of independent 
causes. 
 
31. Statements:       
I. The staff of Airport Authorities called off the strike they were 

observing in protest against privatization. 
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     II. The staff of Airport Authorities went on strike anticipating 
a threat to their jobs. 

  
A. Statement I is the cause and statement II is its effect. 
B. Statement II is the cause and statement I is its effect. 
C. Both the statements I and II are independent causes. 
D. Both the statements I and II are effects of independent 

causes. 
 
32. Statements: 
 I. The vegetable prices in the local market have increased in  

manifold during the past few days. 
II. Incessant rains have created flood like situation in most rural 

parts of the State. 
 
A. Statement I is the cause and statement II is its effect. 
B. Statement II is the cause and statement I is its effect. 
C. Both the statements I and II are independent causes. 
D. Both the statements I and II are effects of independent 

causes. 
  
33. Statements: 
I. Police authority has recently increased vigil during the 

evening hours in the locality.  
 II. There has been considerable reduction in the incidents of 

petty crimes in the locality. 
  
A. Statement I is the cause and statement II is its effect. 
B. Statement II is the cause and statement I is its effect. 
C. Both the statements I and II are independent causes. 
D. Both the statements I and II are effects of independent 

causes. 
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Based on the following information, answer the questions 
numbered 34 – 35.  
 
Directions to John's house:  
Leave Interstate 25 at exit 7S. Follow that road (Elm Street) for 
two miles. After one mile, you will pass a small shopping center 
on your left. At the next set of traffic lights, turn right onto 
Maple Drive. John's house is the third house on your left. It's 
number 33, and it's white with green trim. 
 
34. What is John's address? 
A. Interstate 25 
B. 2 Elm Street 
C. 13 Erika Street 
D. 33 Maple Drive 
 
35. Which is closest to John's house?  
A. The traffic lights 
B. The shopping center 
C. Exit 7S 
D. A greenhouse  
 
 

Part III   Test of Knowledge of Books, Libraries, 
Information and Computers 

 
36. The author of “The Lord of the Rings” is 
A. J.R.R. Tolkien  
B. William Gloding  
C. Thomas Friedman  
D. J.D. Salinger  
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37. Author of “Imagining India: Ideas for the New Century” is 
A. Sudha Murthy 
B. Nandan Nilkeni 
C. Swami Vivekananda 
D. Dr. S. Radhakrishnan 
 
38. “Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, Death, and Hope in a 
Mumbai Undercity” is non-fiction book written by Katherin 
Boo won _________ in 2012.  
A. Nobel Prize in Literature 
B. Goethe Prize 
C. Pulitzer Prize 
D. Man Booker Prize 
 
39. Very popular comic series “Amar Chitra Katha” was started 
by 
A. Pran  
B. Anant Pai  
C. R.K. Laxman  
D. Subba Rao 
 
40. Garampani sanctuary is located at 
A. Junagarh, Gujarat  
B. Diphu, Assam  
C. Kohima, Nagaland  
D. Gangtok, Sikkim  
 
41. Dumping is  
A. Selling of goods abroad at a price well below the production 

cost at the home market price.  
B. The process by which the supply of a manufacture's product 

remains low in the domestic market, which batches him 
better price.  
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C. Prohibited by regulations of GATT 
D. All of the above  
 
42. Federation Cup, World Cup, Allywyn International Trophy 
and Challenge Cup are awarded to winners of 
A. Tennis         
B. Volleyball  
C. Basketball        
D. Cricket  
 
43. India's first Technicolor film ____ in the early 1950s was 
produced by ____ 
A. “Jhansi Ki Rani”, Sohrab Modi  
B. “Jhansi Ki Rani”, Sir Syed Ahmed  
C. “Mirza Ghalib”, Sohrab Modi  
D. “Mirza Ghalib”, Munshi Premchand 
 
44. Indira Gandhi Centre for Atomic Research, established in 
1971, is located at 
A. Indore  
B. Trombay, Maharashtra  
C. Kalpakkam, Chennai  
D. Kolkata  
 
45. The books in a library are arranged in shelves generally 
according to- 
A. Cataloguing rules  
B. Classification rules  
C. Dictionary rules  
D. No rule exists as such  
 
46. Oscar winning movie “A Passage to India”- was based on 
the novel by E.M. Foster. In this novel, Dr. Aziz was a 
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prominent character. ________________ was the actor for the 
role of Dr. Aziz. 
A. Amitabh Bachchan  
B. Amjad Khan  
C. Victor Banerjee  
D. Farooq Sheikh  
 
47. National Mission on Libraries (NML) was recommended by  
A. Sachar Committee  
B. National Knowledge Commission  
C. Fyzee Committee  
D. Mukherjee Commission  
 
48. Who was the first proprietor of National Library? 
A. Queen Victoria 
B. Lord Metcalfe 
C. Prince Dwarakanath Tagore 
D. Warren Hastings 
 
49. Equivalent decimal number for the binary number 
11010111011 is  
A. 1473  
B. 1175  
C. 1673  
D. 1723  
 
50. In a database table, individual row in a table is called  
A. Row  
B. Tuple  
C. Record  
D. Block  
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51. In computing, any small application that performs one 
specific task that runs within the scope of a dedicated widget 
engine or a larger program, often as a plug-in is called  
A.  Spider  
B. Crawler  
C. Applet  
D. Flash  
 
52. A hard disk is divided into tracks which is further subdivided 
into 
A. Clusters  
B. Sectors  
C. Vectors 
D. Heads 
 
53. A flowchart is a  
A. Type of diagram that represents an algorithm or process  
B. Pictorial representation of program  
C. Designing and documentation of complex processes or  

programs  
D. All the above  
 
54. Computer Virus is a  
A. Hardware  
B. Programme  
C. Bacteria  
D. Freeware  
 
55. Main memory is also known as 
A. Hard Disk  
B. ROM  
C. RAM 
D. Floppy Disk  
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56. How many layers are there in ISO/OSI model of 
communication?  
A. 7  
B. 6  
C. 5  
D. 8 
 
57. The output quality of a printer is measured by  
A. Dots per inch  
B. Dots per sq. inch  
C. Dots printed per unit time  
D. All of the above  
 
58. RJ-45 is a kind of  
A. Repeater  
B. Router  
C. Switch  
D. Connector  
 
59. Computers on an internet are identified by  
A. Email address  
B. Street Address  
C. IP Address  
D. Port Number  
 
60. “The Argumentative Indian” is written by  
A. Amartya Sen  
B. Khuswant Singh  
C. Dr. S. Radhakrishnan  
D. Nandan Nilekeni  






