
1 

2017 
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Questions:  30 Time: 2 hours

On the OMR sheet, write your Name, Registration Number, Test 

Code, Number of this booklet, etc. in the appropriate places. 

The Test consists of three parts:

Part I     Comprehension Ability.  

Part II    Test of English Language Proficiency. 

Part III Test of Knowledge of Books, Libraries, Information 

and Computers. 

This test contains 30 questions in all. For each of the 30 questions, 

there are four suggested answers. Only one of the suggested answers 

is correct. You will have to identify the correct answer in order to get 

full credit for that question. Indicate your choice of the correct answer 

by darkening the appropriate oval  completely on the answer 

sheet. 

You will get  

4 marks for each correctly answered question,  

0 marks for each incorrectly answered question and 

1 mark for each unattempted question 

ALL ROUGH WORK MUST BE DONE ON THIS BOOKLET 

ONLY. 

YOU ARE NOT ALLOWED TO USE CALCULATORS.   

STOP! WAIT FOR THE SIGNAL TO START
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QUESTION PAPER  

Entrance test for M.S. (Library & Information Science) (2017)  

 

Test Code: PLB  
 

1. Answer all questions.  

2. All questions carry equal marks.  

 

Part I   Comprehension Ability   
 

Read the following passage and answer the questions numbered 

1 – 3.  

 

An essay which appeals chiefly to the intellect is Francis 

Bacon's "Of Studies." His careful tripartite division of studies 

expressed succinctly in aphoristic prose demands the complete 

attention of the reader's mind. He considers studies as they 

should be; for pleasure, for self-improvement, for business. He 

considers the evils of excess study: laziness, affectation, and 

preciosity.  

 

Bacon divides books into three categories: those to be read in 

part, those to be read cursorily, and those to be read with care. 

Studies should include reading, which gives depth; speaking, 

which adds readiness of thought; and writing, which trains in 

preciseness.  

 

Somewhat mistakenly, the author ascribes certain virtues to 

individual fields of study: wisdom to history, wit to poetry, 

subtlety to mathematics, and depth to natural philosophy. 

Bacon’s four-hundred-word essay, studied with Latin phrases 
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and highly compressed in thought, has intellectual appeal 

indeed.  

 

1. Based on the content, which of the following is the most 

appropriate title for the passage?  

A. “Of Studies”: A Tripartite Division  

B. A Method for Reading Books  

C. Francis Bacon and the Appeal of the Essay  

D. An Intellectual Exercise: Francis Bacon’s “Of Studies”  

 

2. Which of the following words could best be substituted for 

“aphoristic” without substantially changing the author’s 

meaning?  

A. Abstruse  

B. Pithy  

C. Proverbial  

D. Realistic  

 

3. The passage suggests that the author would most likely agree 

with which of the following statements?   

A. “Of Studies” belongs to the category of works to be read 

carefully 

B. Scholars’ personalities are shaped by the academic discipline 

in which they are engaged  

C. Studies should be undertaken without thought of personal 

gain  

D. An author can be more persuasive in a long work than in a 

shorter one  
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Read the following passage and answer the questions numbered 

4 – 6.  

 

Medical knowledge in ancient Egypt had an excellent 

reputation, and rulers of other empires would ask the Egyptian 

pharaoh to send them their best physician to treat their loved 

ones. Egyptians had some knowledge of human anatomy, even 

though they never dissected the body. For example, in the 

classic mummification process, they knew how to insert a long 

hooked implement through a nostril, breaking the thin bone of 

the brain case and remove the brain. Egyptian physicians also 

were aware of the significance of the pulse and of a connection 

between pulse and heart. They developed their theory of 

"channels" that carried air, water and blood to the body by 

analogies with the River Nile. If Nile became blocked, crops 

became unhealthy. They applied this theory to the body: if a 

person was unwell, they would use laxatives to unblock the 

“channels.”  

 

Mostly, the physicians’ advice for staying healthy was to wash 

and shave the body, including under the arms. This may have 

prevented infections. They also advised patients to look after 

their diet and avoid foods such as raw fish or other animals 

considered to be unclean.  

 

Some practices were harmful. Many medical prescriptions 

contained animal dung, which contains products of fermentation 

and moulds. Some of them have curative properties, but they 

also contain bacteria, posing a threat of infection. Being unable 

to distinguish between the original infection and the 

unwholesome effects of treatment, they may have been 

impressed by the few cases when it did improve the patient’s 

condition.  
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4. The above passage is mostly about   

A. Ancient Egyptian physicians  

B. Infection in ancient Egypt  

C. Medical knowledge in ancient Egypt  

D. The role of the Nile in medical knowledge  

 

5. The brain was removed   

A. During mummification  

B. To unblock channels  

C. To prevent infections  

D. To keep the body clean  

 

6. Despite some creative properties, medical prescriptions could 

be harmful because of   

A. heavy cost  

B. untested methods  

C. threat of infection   

D. none of the above  

 

 

 

Part II   Test of English Language Proficiency  
 

Choose the word or phrase which conveys more or less the same 

meaning as the underlined word in each sentence given in the 

questions 7 and 8.  

 

7. He is a very genial person.   

A. learned   

B. affable  

C. hot tempered  

D. superstitious  
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8. She married a young upstart.  

A. indigent  

B. parvenu  

C. distressed  

D. destitute  

 

9. Complete the following sentence by filling the correct form of 

the verb.  

 

If the airplane had not had a mechanical problem, we probably 

……….. (arrive) in Delhi by now. 

A. arrive  

B. would have arrive 

C. would have arrived 

D. arrived  

 

10. Choose the alternative that would best express “Scatter 

things among others.”  

A. Intersperse  

B. Interpolate  

C. Intercede  

D. Invincible  

 

The following sentence has two blanks, each blank indicating 

that something has been omitted. Below the sentence are four 

suggested set of words. Choose the set of words for each blank 

that best fits the meaning of the sentence as a whole.  

 

11. Although a few years ago the fundamental facts about the 

Milky Way seemed fairly well …….., now even its mass and its 

radius have come into ……….  

A. determined, resolution  

B. diminished, disrepute  
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C. problematic, prominence  

D. established, question  

 

The following question number 12 consists of a word printed in 

CAPITAL letters, followed by four suggestions. Choose the word 

or phrase that is most nearly similar in meaning to the word in 

capital letters.  

 

12. WINSOME:  

A. Victorious  

B. Gracious  

C. Permanent  

D. Pained  

 

The questions numbered 13 and 14 consist of words printed in 

capital letters, followed by four suggestions. Choose the word or 

phrase that is most opposite in meaning to the word in capital 

letters.  

 

13. HIDEBOUND : 

A. Strong-willed  

B. Open-minded  

C. Tenderhearted  

D. Scatterbrained  

 

14. EMBROIL :  

A. Remonstrate  

B. Refute thoroughly  

C. Consider genuinely  

D. Disengage  
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In questions numbered 15 – 16, each passage consists of six 

sentences. The first and sixth sentences are given in the 

beginning labeled as S1 and S6. The middle four sentences in 

each have been removed and jumbled up. These are labeled as 

P, Q, R and S. Find out the proper order for the four sentences. 

 

15. S1: A gentleman who lived alone always had two plates 

placed on the table at dinner time.  

S6: In this way the cat showed her gratitude to her master.  

P: One day just as he sat down to dine, the cat rushed in to the 

room. 

Q: One plate was for himself and other was for his cat. 

R: She dropped a mouse into her own plate and another into her 

master plate. 

S: He used to give the cat a piece of meat from his own plate. 

 

The Proper sequence should be  

A. PSRQ  

B. QSPR  

C. QRSP 

D. PQSR  

 

16. S1: Since the sixties there has been an increasing interest in 

neurophysiology, which deals with the neural bases of mental 

activity and behaviour.  

S6: So far the journal has published a mixture of articles 

including reports and investigations.  

P: It has a format very similar to that of Brain and Language, a 

sister journal. 

Q: Since then, a number of journals devoted entirely to this area 

of research have appeared. 

R: Before the 1960's when this field was the concern of a small 

number of investigators, research articles were scattered in 
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various neurological journals. 

S: Brain and cognition is one such journal. 

 

The Proper sequence should be  

A. QRSP  

B. RSPQ  

C. QSPR  

D. RQSP  

 

In the following question number 17, an idiom is given together 

with its meaning. Choose the correct meaning.  

 

17. To pick holes  

A. To find some reason to quarrel  

B. To destroy something  

C. To criticise someone  

D. To cut some part of an item  

 

18. Find the correctly spelt word.  

A. Ommineous  

B. Omineous  

C. Ominous  

D. Omenous  

 

 

Part III   Test of Knowledge of Books, Libraries, 

Information and Computers  
 

19. Euclid was 

A. Greek mathematician  

B. Contributor to the use of deductive principles of logic as the  

    basis of geometry  

C. Propounded geometrical theorems  
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D. All of the above  

 

20. Which command combines the contents of one file with 

another? 

A. Restore   

B. Rename  

C. Append  

D. Add  

 

21. What is the full form of ISBN?  

A. International Standard Bureau Number  

B. International Standard for Basic Needs  

C. International Standard Book Number  

D. Indian Standard Bibliographic Number  

 

22. Who described Taj Mahal as "the tear-drop on the cheek of 

time"? 

A. George Bernard Shaw  

B. Rabindranath Tagore 

C. Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay 

D. Jibanananda Das  

 

23. Who is the novelist of “I Too Had a Love Story”? 

A. Chetan Bhagat  

B. Ravinder Singh  

C. Amish Tripathi  

D. Ruskin Bond  

 

24. What is the full form of TCP?  

A. Transmission control program  

B. Transmission control protocol  
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C. Totalling control program  

D. Total control Protocol   

 

25. “Playing It My Way” is the autobiography of which Indian 

cricketer?  

A. Sachin Tendulkar 

B. Rahul Dravid 

C. Mahendra Singh Dhoni 

D. Yuvraj Singh  

 

26. Which is the highest literary award of the world?  

A. Nobel Prize  

B. Booker Prize  

C. Magsaysay Award   

D. Pulitzer Prize  

 

27. “Doctor Zhivago” was written by 

A. Leo Tolstoy  

B. Boris Pasternak  

C. Amrit Wilson  

D. R. L. Stevenson   

 

28. Find the odd one.  

A. Router  

B. Switch  

C. Hub  

D. CPU  
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29. National Library of India is located in which city?  

A. Chennai  

B. Delhi  

C. Kolkata  

D. Mumbai  

 

30. Find the odd one.  

A. Yahoo  

B. Safari 

C. Excite  

D. Google  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 

 

ROUGH WORK  
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ROUGH WORK  

 

 


