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JRF IN SOCIOLOGY 
SYLLABUS FOR JRF ENTRANCE EXAM 

SOCIOLOGY (JSO) 
2011 

Issues in Rural Economic and Social Development 
1. Data base of the Indian Economy 
2. Problems of social and economic development (including concept of 
human development), with special reference to rural India 
3. Land reform and agrarian change 
4. Rural labour 
5. Anti-poverty programmes and their evaluation (including employment 
programmes and food security programmes) 
6. Caste and discrimination 
7. Gender-related issues 
8. Qualitative research methods 

 
Suggested Readings: 
Ruddar Dutt and K.P.M Sundharam, The Indian Economy, latest edition, 
selected chapters (Part I, chapters 4-6, Part II, chapters 22-27, Part III, all 
chapters, Part IV, chapters 43-45, and Part V, chapter 48). 
Jean Dreze and Amartya Sen, India: Economic Development and Social 
Opportunity (1999) and India, Development and Participation (2002), 
Oxford University Press. 
UNDP, Human Development Report 1990, and recent years. 
A. R. Desai, Rural Sociology in India, Popular Prakashan, latest edition. 
Bina Agarwal, A Field of One’s Own: Gender and Land Rights in South 
Asia (1994), Cambridge University Press. 
Myron Weiner, The Child and the State in India (1991). 
Sukhdeo Thorat, Dalits in India, Sage (2009). 
Relevant articles from Economic and Political Weekly and Social Scientist 
(including on NREGA and PDS). 
Alan Bryman, 2004, Social Research Methods, Oxford University Press. 
David Silvermann, 2006, Interpreting Qualitative Data. 
 
Statistics 
1. Descriptive statistics 
2. Standard distributions and their properties. 
3. Statistical inference (estimation and testing) 
4. Design of experiments and sample surveys 
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Note: Candidates are expected to know the main steps involved in 
calculation but not necessarily all the derivations.  
 
Readings 
A. M. Gun, M. K. Gupta and Dasgupta, Fundamentals of Statistics, 
volumes 1 and 2, relevant chapters 
A. M. Gun, M. K. Gupta and Dasgupta, Basic Statistics, relevant chapters 
Optional: G. W Snedecor and W. G. Cochran, Statistical Methods 
 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS  
RXI 

 
Paper I  

Objective questions and short answer-questions: 2 hours 
Section 1 

Write down the letter of the correct answer in the answer script 
12 questions and 5 marks each (Total of 60 marks). 

 
1. At the Census of 2001, the proportion of Scheduled Castes in the Indian 
population was 
(a) 16 
(b) 6 
(c) 30 
(d) 60 
 
2. The Tendulkar Committee recommendations deal with  
(a) Rural unemployment 
(b) Poverty ratios 
(c) Fertilizer subsidy 
(d) None of the above 
  
3. The Gini coefficient is a measure of 
(a) central tendency 
(b) correlation 
(c) inequality 
(d) none of the above 
 
4. Which of the following sources of data provides information on rural 
employment?   
(a)  National Sample Survey 
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(b) Rural Labour Enquiry 
(c) Census of India 
(d) All of the above 
 
5. The mean monthly income of a person is Rs 6,219 and his mean monthly 
expenditure comes out to be Rs 5,193. His mean monthly savings are 
(a) Rs 1,026 
(b) Rs 11,412 
(c) Rs 1,000 
(d) Negative 
6. Population growth is often modeled using a 
(a) linear function 
(b) logistic function 
(c) random walk 
(d) none of the above 
 
 
7. The reference period for employment measured in terms of usual status 
by the National Sample Survey is  
(a) one week 
(b) one month 
(c) one year 
(d) one day 
 
8. Given the following results for the heights (y) and weights (x) of 1000 
men students: ybar (mean) = 68.00 inches, xbar = 150.00 lbs, sy = 2.50 
inches,     sx = 20.00 lbs and r=0.60. Treating height as the dependent 
variable, we fit a linear regression to this data. Denote by yihat the fitted 
value of yi. The variance of (yi – yihat) equals 
 
(a) 2.502 
(b) 20.002 
(c) 2.502 (1-0.602 ) 
(d) 20.002(1-0.602 ). 
 
9. The Mahalanobis model was the driving force of the    
(a) First Five Year Plan 
(b) Second Five Year Plan 
(c) Fifth Five Year Plan 
(d) Indian Statistical Institute’s contribution to the National Sample Survey 
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10. Let  
                       V1 = (72 + 82 +152 +232)/ 4  - {(7+8+15+23)/4}2  
                       V2 = (162 +182 +322 +482)/ 4  - {(16+18+32+48)/4}2 
                        V3  = (262 +292 +502 +742)/ 4  - {(26+29+50+74)/4}2 
Then 
(a) V1< V2  < V3 
(b) V3 < V2 < V1 
(c) V3 < V1 < V2 
(d) V2 < V3 < V1 

Section 2 
 

 
Provide short definitions/notes on any eight of the following questions. 

8 questions of 5 marks each (Total of 40 marks). 
 
 

 
1. Disguised unemployment 
2. Main worker (Census of India) 
3. Famine 
4. Normal distribution 
5. Head count ratio 
6. Lorenz curve 
7. Gender-related Human Development Index 
8. Micro-credit 
9. Right to Education Act 
10. Qualitative research 
11. Patriarchy 
12. Concept of heteroskedasticity 
13. Use of chi-square distribution in testing of hypotheses 
14. Correlation coefficient as a measure of linear dependence 
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SOCIOLOGY 
SAMPLE QUESTIONS  

RXII 
Paper II 

Descriptive or essay type questions 
 

Answer five of the following questions (at least one of the last two 
statistical questions must be answered) in not more than 350 words each.  

Each answer carries a maximum of 20 marks. 
 

 
1.  How is the official poverty line measured in India? What are the 
limitations of this methodology? 
 
2. “Education is of intrinsic and instrumental importance in the process of 
development.” Explain. 
 
3. Assess the strategy of agricultural development commonly termed as the 
“green revolution”.  
 
4. What source of data provides information on days of employment of 
rural workers? Why is chronic unemployment relatively low in India? 
 
5. How does the human development approach differ from a focus on 
economic growth?  
 
6. Do you agree with the view that caste should be counted in the Census of 
India?  
 
7. Differentiate between organized and unorganized labour. Discuss the 
   effects of globalisation on the Indian labour market. 
 
8. What is the difference between primary data and secondary data? What 
is the difference between a census and a sample survey? 
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9. In a certain distribution of N=25 measurements, it was found that  
mean = 56 inches and standard deviation =2 inches. After these results 
were computed it was discovered that a mistake has been made in one of 
the measurements which was recorded as 64 inches. Find the mean and 
standard deviation if the incorrect value, 64, is omitted. 
 
10.  Calculate the mean and standard deviation of the following wage 
distribution.  
 
 

Hourly wages 

 (in Rs) 

Number of 

workers 

5-9 2 

9-13 4 

13-17 9 

17-21 12 

21-25 6 

25-29 4 

29-34 3 
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