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INDIAN STATISTICAL INSTITUTE 
UNIFORM PASS-FAIL RULES FOR ALL ACADEMIC PROGRAMMES  

Note: These rules supersede all pass-fail rules given in existing individual brochures and will provisionally be in force 
till updated brochures for all programmes are published. They are based on the recommendations of the committee 
constituted by office order no. DS/1159 of October 19, 2011 as endorsed by the Academic Council in its meeting of 
March, 23, 2012. 
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1. Non-credit Courses 

 A student of any programme other than M.Tech.(QROR) (for which currently all courses are 
credit courses) may also take one additional elective course per semester as a non-credit course, 
although it is not mandatory to take one. A student is given up to four weeks (from the start of 
the semester) to decide whether he/she wants to take a particular elective course as non- credit. 
If a student decides to take any non-credit course, he/she has to attend that course regularly and 
obtain at least the pass mark (35%). A student who fails to score 35% in a non-credit course is 
required to clear a backpaper and if he/she cannot do so, is expected to repeat the year or 
discontinue the programme, as the case may be. The compensatory examination rule is not 
applicable for non-credit courses. All non- credit courses taken by a student are also recorded 
and mentioned in his/her mark-sheet. Only elective courses can be taken as non-credit courses. 
A non-credit course is allowed to be used as "pre-requisite" for a course and/or specialization as 
long as the student has passed the course. 
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2. Examinations and Scores 

There are two formal examinations for each course of all programmes in each semester: mid-
semestral (midterm) and semestral (final). The composite score in a course is a weighted average 
of the scores in the mid-semestral and semestral examinations, home-assignments, quizzes and 
the practical record book (and/or project work) in that course. The weights of examinations in a 
course are announced before the mid-term examination of the semester. In the case of courses 
involving field work, some weightage is given to the field reports also. The semestral examination 
has a weight of at least 50%. For the Statistics Comprehensive course in the 3rd year of the B.Stat. 
programme, there will be a viva voce, where questions are asked on materials from the various 
Statistics courses taken by the students in the first five semesters. The viva voce is conducted 
by a panel of at least five teachers (at a time) who taught Statistics courses to the group of 
students concerned. The viva voce and the project together should have a weight of at least 
50%. 

The minimum composite score to pass a credit or non-credit course is 35%, except for the core 
courses in M.Tech. (QROR)1 and MS(QMS)2, where this is 45%. 

Back Paper Examination: If the composite score of a student in a course (other than the 
Statistics Comprehensive and the core courses in M.Tech. (QROR)1 and MS(QMS)2) is above 
35% but falls short of 45%, she/he will have an option to take a back-paper examination to 
improve the score to a maximum of 45%. This is called an optional back-paper. However, a 
student with composite score less than 35% in any course (other than the core courses in 
M.Tech. (QROR)1 and MS(QMS)2, where this rule applies for composite course less than 45%, 
and Statistics Comprehensive) must take a backpaper examination to improve the score to 
a maximum of 45%. Such a back-paper is called a compulsory back-paper. For the Statistics 
Comprehensive course, there will be no backpaper.  

When a student takes back-paper examination in a course, his/her new composite score in 
that course will be the higher of the back-paper score and the earlier composite score, subject 
to a maximum of 45%. 

At most one back-paper examination is allowed in any course other than the Remedial 
English course of the B.Stat. programme. If the score of a student in the back-paper 
examination in this course is below 35%, he/she is allowed to repeat the course in the 
following year along with the new first-year students. A student is not allowed to continue in 

                                                           
1 Summer Internship, Project and/ or Dissertation, OR-I, SQC and Reliability-I. 

2 Project, SDM-1, SPC, OR-1, SDM-2, IE, OR-2, SS. 
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the B. Stat. (Hons.) programme if he/she fails the Remedial English course even after these 
three attempts. 

Ceiling on the total number of back-paper examinations per student for credit courses in any 
academic year:   

• 4 in the first year, 3 in the second year, and 3 in the final year, for the undergraduate 
programmes, 

• 4 in the first year and 2 in the second year, for the postgraduate programmes. 

Note that this ceiling is for the entire academic year. If a student takes more than the allotted 
quota of backpaper examinations in a given academic year, then at the end of that academic 
year the student should decide which of the optional back-paper examination scores should 
be disregarded. In such a case, the marks of those particular courses will be reverted to their 
original scores. 

Re-evaluation of Project/Dissertation: In case a student scores less than 45% in project(s) or 
dissertation, he/she must submit his work for re-evaluation after revision, within the deadline 
announced for backpaper examinations. The maximum he/she can score after re-evaluation is 
45%. 

Compensatory Examination: The following rule applies to any student who scores less than 
the respective passing mark3  in at most one course, but whose performance is generally good 
over the academic year (that is, he/she scores 60% or more in all other courses):  

If such a student is not in the final year of the programme, she/he may be provisionally 
promoted without stipend or contingency grant to the following year, subject to the 
requirement that the paper is cleared through the so-called compensatory examination, 
which is a regular (semestral) examination in the corresponding semester of the following 
year, along with the regular courses for that semester in the current year. Only the score 
in the semestral examination need be considered for the purpose of evaluation. The student 
is not expected to attend the course, or to take the mid-semestral examination or to do 
assignments, projects, etc. even if these are prescribed for the course in that semester. 
The student can score at most 35% in such an examination. A student scoring less than 35% 
in this examination will have to discontinue the programme, regardless of the year of study 
in the programme. If a student successfully clears the examination, then the stipend will be 

                                                           
3 35% for all courses across all programmes except the core courses in M.Tech. (QROR) and MS(QMS), for which 
it is 45%. 
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restored subject to satisfying other existing rules and regulations, but not with retrospective 
effect. Also, she/he will not be eligible for any prizes or awards. In case the student in question 
is in the final year of the programme, the Dean of Studies/ Associate Dean/ In-charge, 
Students’ Academic Affairs, in consultation with the Teachers’ Committee, may decide on 
the mechanism of conducting a special examination of that particular course along the 
lines suggested above, within six months of the end of that academic year. 

A student can appear in at most one compensatory paper every academic year. The student 
can either appear in the compensatory paper, if the conditions stated above are met, or repeat 
the year if the existing rules so allow; and not do both. The student must inform the Dean 
of Studies in writing in advance regarding his/her choice. No compensatory paper will be 
allowed in a course where backpaper is not allowed, e. g., Statistics Comprehensive in the 
B.Stat. programme, and Projects and/or Dissertations. The compensatory examinations for all 
subjects will be held once in an academic year. 

Supplementary Examination: If a student misses an examination due to medical or family 
emergencies, he/she can appear in the supplementary examination. Supplementary 
examinations will be held for mid-semestral, semestral, backpaper and compensatory 
examinations within a month of the examination. The student should submit a written 
application to the Dean of Studies for appearing in the supplementary examination, enclosing 
supporting documents. The Dean of Studies/ Associate Dean/ In-charge, Students’ Academic 
Affairs, must be informed about the student’s inability to take an examination through an e-
mail or a letter postmarked the date of the examination, latest by the date of the examination. 
On receipt of such application from a student with supporting documents, the Dean of Studies 
will decide, in consultation with the relevant Teachers’ Committee, on whether such 
examination will be allowed. The student can score at most 60% in the supplementary 
examinations to mid-semestral and semestral examinations. For the back-paper or the 
compensatory papers, the maximum the student can score in the supplementary examination, 
is 45% or 35% respectively. 

3. Passing a Year and Promotion   

The specific requirements for a student to pass  a year of a programme are as follows, provided 
his/her conduct has been satisfactory:   

• His/her composite score in every course ( credit and non-credit) is at least 35%  or at least 
45% for the core courses of M.Tech. (QROR)4 and MS(QMS)5. 

                                                           
4 Summer Internship, Project and/ or Dissertation, OR-I, SQC and Reliability-I. 

5 Project, SDM-1, SPC, OR-1, SDM-2, IE, OR-2, SS. 

http://www.isical.ac.in/%7Edeanweb/SATISFACTORY-CONDUCT.pdf
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• His/her average composite score in all the credit courses taken in a year is at least 45%. 

A student not in the final year of a programme is promoted to the next year if he/she passes the 
year. 
 

4. Repeating a year of any programme 

A student who does not meet the criteria for promotion/ passing but has scored at least 35% in 
the aggregate in an academic year, may be allowed to repeat the year, subject to the following: 

A B.Stat./B.Math. student can repeat any one of the first two years, and the final year, while for 
all Master’s degree programmes, any one of the two years can be repeated. The repeat year 
must be the academic year immediately following the year being repeated. Repetition of a year 
is subject to the approval of the Teachers’ Committee. A repeating student will not get any 
stipend or contingency grant or prizes during the repeat year. However, if he/she is from such an 
economically underprivileged background that this step will force him/her to discontinue, then 
he/she can appeal to the Dean of Studies or the In-charge, Students’ Affairs, for financial support. 

However, allowing such a student to repeat the first year should be subject to counseling of the 
student by the Dean of Studies/ In-charge, Students’ Affairs, in the presence of his/her 
parents/guardians, to assess whether he/she has an aptitude for the programme. 

A student repeating a year must be assessed for all courses even if he/she has passed them in 
the original year, and he/she must obtain a minimum of the respective pass marks6 in such 
courses in the repeat year. The final score in a course being repeated will be the maximum of 
the scores obtained in the two years. 

 

5. Final Result 

A student of any programme is awarded the degree/diploma in the programme in one of the 
following categories according to the criteria he/she satisfies, provided his/her conduct is 
satisfactory, and he/she passes all the years.  

A student fails if his/ her composite score in any credit or non-credit course is less than 35% 
(45% for core courses in M.Tech. (QROR) and MS(QMS)). 

                                                           
6 35% for all courses across all programmes, except the core courses in M.Tech.(QROR) and MS(QMS), for which it 
is 45%. 

http://www.isical.ac.in/%7Edeanweb/SATISFACTORY-CONDUCT.pdf
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For B.Stat./B.Math. Programmes 

With Honours in the First Division with distinction 
(i) The overall average score is at least 75%, and 
(ii) average score in the stipulated core courses is at least 60%, and 
(iii) there is at most one course with composite score <45%. 

With Honours in the First Division 
(i) Not in the First Division with distinction, and 
(ii) the overall average score is at least 60%, and 
(iii) average score in the stipulated core courses is at least 60%, and 
(iv) there are at most four courses with composite score <45%. 

With Honours in the Second Division 
(i) Not in the First Division with distinction or First Division, and 
(ii) the overall average score is at least 45%, and 
(iii) average score in the stipulated core courses is at least 45%, and 
(iv) there are at most six courses with composite score <45%. 

Pass Without Honours 
(i) Not in any of the above three categories but fulfilling the criteria for passing each 

year of the programme. 

 
 
 

For the M.Tech. (QROR) Programme 

First Division with distinction 
(i) The overall average score is at least 75%, and 
(ii) there is at most one  non-core course with composite score <45%. 

First Division 
(i) Not in the First Division with distinction, and 
(ii) the overall average score is at least 60%, and 
(iii) there are at most two  non-core courses with composite score <45%. 

Second Division 
(i) Not in the First Division with distinction or First Division, and 
(ii) the overall average score is at least 45%, 
(iii) there are at most four  non-core courses with composite score <45%. 

Pass 
(i) Not in any of the above three categories but fulfilling the criteria for passing each 

year of the programme. 
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For All Other Programmes 

First Division with distinction 
(i) The overall average score is at least 75%, and 
(ii) there is at most one course with composite score <45%. 

First Division 
(i) Not in the First Division with distinction, and 
(ii) the overall average score is at least 60%, and 
(iii) there are at most two courses with composite score <45%. 

Second Division 
(i) Not in the First Division with distinction or First Division, and 
(ii) the overall average score is at least 45%, and 
(iii) there are at most four courses with composite score <45%. 

Pass 
(i) Not in any of the above three categories but fulfilling the criteria for passing each 

year of the programme. 
 

6. Discontinuing a programme 
A student is asked to discontinue the programme he/she is enrolled in if 

• he/she does not satisfy the conditions for repeating a year, or 
• he/she is repeating a year and does not pass in that year, or 
• he/she is caught cheating or violating examination rules more than two times. 

 
 

7. Contingency grants 

The items covered by the contingency grant are:  

1. cost of photocopying study materials 
2. purchase of books 
3. journal subscriptions 
4. memberships of professional societies including the ISI Alumni Association 
5. portable electronic storage media such as USB memory device 
6. software items 
7. expenditure for participating in Conferences, Workshops or Schools. 

 

http://www.isical.ac.in/%7Edeanweb/SATISFACTORY-CONDUCT.pdf
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For society subscriptions, a copy of the receipt should to be enclosed (countersigned by the Class 
Teacher). For travel reimbursement (schools and conferences) a copy of the letter of invitation, 
a statement from the organizers certifying attendance and the fact that they did not pay for 
travel, as well as copies of tickets (all countersigned by the Class Teacher) will be needed. 

The books have to be related to the curriculum, and NOT of a general type such as fiction, 
dictionaries, encyclopedias, etc. 

Purchased items along with cash memos and claim form, duly approved and signed by the Class 
Teacher should be submitted to the Dean of Studies/ Associate Dean/ In-charge, Students’ 
Academic Affairs, to complete the administrative formalities. 

 

___________________________________________________ 
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