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Abstract

The constitution of India has made definite provisions for the welfare and uplift of the tribal people throughout the country. And the greatest challenge that the Government of India has been facing since Independence, till today, is the proper provision of social justice to the scheduled tribe (ST) population, especially the ST women, besides its rigorous efforts in implementing the new policy of tribal development and integration initiated throughout the country.

Though, even today the inhabitants of these hills have not been impervious to change the way they are rather willing to remain in the same way for long time to come, because the tribesman live not only for himself alone but also he is an integral part of the community to which he belongs. Thus, Margaret Meade has called a post figurative society, i.e., a society in which the flow of learning is predominantly from the older generations to the younger ones.

Hence an attempt was made in this paper to study the socio-cultural, economic and educational status of Garo tribes women in Amingokgre village, Tura district of Meghalaya State through full enumeration as well as applying the qualitative research method (FGDs) to reach the depth of the problem. FGDs were conducted with Village Chief and his subordinates.

However, the observations made during the study was that the Jhum cultivation System does have the strong hold on the socio-cultural, economic and educational status of Garo tribes women till today. And this vicious cyclic system enabling them to access the modern available opportunity as well as proper utilization of them. 

Introducion

There are approximately two hundred million tribal people in the entire globe, which means about four percent of the global population. However, 50% of the India’s tribal population is concentrated in the North-eastern region of the country, who are, geographically and culturally, are at widely different stages of social as well as their economic development is concerned and their problems too differ from area to area within their own groups.


From the historical point of view, they have been subjected to the worst type of societal exploitation. They are practically deprived from many civic facilities and isolated from modern civilized way of living since so many centuries. The British Rulers really did something by providing certain facilities in villages such as (education, transport except to the people in north-eastern region of the country.

Nevertheless the Constitution of India has made definite provisions for the welfare and uplift of the tribal people throughout the country. And the greatest challenge that the Government of India has been facing since Independence, till today is the proper provision of social justice to the scheduled tribe population, besides its rigorous effort s in implementing the new policy of tribal development and integration was initiated throughout the country.             


Though, even today the inhabitants of these hills have not been impervious to change the way they are rather willing to retain in the same way for long time to come because, the tribes man live not only for himself  alone but also he is an integral part of the community to which he belongs. Thus,.  Margaret Mead has called a Post-figurative society i.e., A society in which the flow of learning is predominantly from the older generations to the younger ones.

Literature Review:

The studies using the data from the macro-level surveys such as the national Sample Survey (NSS), the census, the national council for applied economic research (NCAER) and the national family and health survey (NFGS) I and Iii have identified the socio-economic cultural factors as important determinants of low schooling. For instance, Filmer and Pritchett based on NFHS I data, showed that there is a strong effect of household wealth on the probability of children’s enrollment (Filmer & Pritchett, 1999). The World Bank report on primary education, quoting NCAER household  data of 1992-93, states that the drop-out rate for poorer children, from families with low per capita income was higher than for the children of richer households with higher per capita income (World Bank Report, 1997). Analyzing the NFHS II data, Ramachandra V (2002) gave prominent reasons for non-attendance by children are : High schooling costs like books, stationary and cloths, Lack of interest in studies and Children being used to contribute to the household income.

Based on census data for 1981 and 1991, Jayachandran U, investigated the socio-economic determinants of school attendance in the age group 5-14 years for boys and girls. Some important results are adult female work-force participation, adult (parental)n education, school accessibility, poverty, household size, gender bias, etc. (JayachandranU., 2001).

Objectives

Hence, an attempt was made in this paper to study the socio-cultural, economic and educational status of Garo’s Tribes in Amingokgre village, Tura District of Meghalaya State through full remuneration as well as applying the qualitative research method (FGDs) to reach the depth of the problem. FGDs wre conducted with Village Chief and his subordinates.

Historical Background

The early history highlights that the Garo’s are descended from their four fathers in a song Tibetgori, who came eastward from the Himalayas and reached Gondul Ghat where they made a brief halt, and than traveled to sadiya from where they trekked into the North bank of Brahmaputra and reached Amingnaon. However, due to insecure of life again they crossed the Brahmaputra river and came to reside at Kamakhya, and settled for five generation until the koches came to invade the Garo Kingdom, and forced them to migrate towards westward Garo outer hills, and later on penetrated the interior hills of their present abode.

However, with the passage of time in the medieval period the Garo’s in the hills were still divided into a N number of Nomkmanships. Further when we critically examined the history of Garos indicated that has been a period marked by persistent of internal warfare and many blood feeds seem to have occurred between the families, villages and neighboring chiefs of Nokmas for their very survival itself.

Never the less, the contact between the Garos tribes and the British started towards the close of the 18th Century, only after the British East India Company has secured the Diwani Bengal from the Mughal Emperor.

Study Area Profile

The West –Garo district lies in the wester part of the State. The Meghalaya means the abode of clouds’ which receive the highest rainfalls in the world i.e.(Cherrapunjee). The district head quarters of West Garo Hills is Tura, being the second largest town in the state after Shillong. The total geographical area got stretched into 3,714 Sq. Km. With three sub-division and eight blocks. However the surface is mostly hill with bit plains fringing the northern west and the south west boarders, which brings the monsoon to this hilly district. The average rainfall is 330 Cms. Which supported to have mostly in dense tropical mixed forest. As far as transport facilities are concerned the district  is well connected by road, air, and river i.e. with in and out side district.

Amingokgre, the study village located at the distance of 47 Kms. From the district head quarter Tura. The total number of households were 32 respectively count in the sex wise distribution indicates that there are 82 males and 75 females total population of 157 only. However, out of 32 households 17 were practicing Christianity, as their religion and rest of the 15 households are non-Christians locally known as ‘Songsreks’.

As far as basic amenities are conserved the village lacks behind logistically. Having only a way to reach from Tura to village by 1.5 Km. Kutcha road that is also in rainy season becomes difficult for accessible for vehicles. Moreover, the village is not electrified so far, and the major source of drinking water is from streams and wells which totally dry up in the month of October to March. Apart from own from activity absolutely there is no secondly source of livelihood for the villagers. 

Jhum Cultivation

Shifting cultivation, commonly known by many names in this part of the world as Swidden agriculture, slash and burn agriculture, and Jhum agriculture. It is one of the most widespread form of traditional, small holder agriculture system in the humid tropics, especially in areas with steep terrain and relatively low population density in comparison with the settled agriculture system which we usually practice in the plans, valleys and gentle slopes.

Jhum has been described as an agricultural concept (The average length of agricultural land shifting cycle known as Jhum cycle cultivation) 

Which has a unique feature in it the rotation of fields rather than the conventional system of crops i.e. after every two or four years. Moreover, the land is abandoned hence the cultivators were shift now and then to another new field for clearing, leaving the present field  for natural reoccupation for its next turn to come.


 However, the tribal people who are involved in this type of agricultural practice are called as ‘Jhumiyas’. Nevertheless 86% of the populations living in the hills are dependent on shifting cultivation. Therefore, 100 of tribal/ethnic, minority population inhabiting the North East hills due to their very intimately connected with the practice of Jhum cultivation since time immemorial. Which not only highlights their traditional lifestyle their cultural beliefs and emotional bindings toward their motherland but also indicates that how homogeneous group they are by nature.


Due to the new development in economic sector, the concentration of economic power started taking place in many ways, firstly the resources owned by the community gradually passes into private ownership and secondly, land as a productive asset began to concentrate in fever hands which led to the decrease in the percentage of cultivators and increase of agricultural laborers.


Traditionally, rice being the staple crop grown in the region and almost 70% of the total area used under paddy cultivation customary they are reluctant to go for commercial crops such as HYVFG (High Yielding Variety Food Grains) other than the rice, which fetch them little extra money. However, an attempt was made to analyze the through the FGA’s and it was observed that they are reluctant to change because firstly these people are not so ambitious by nature, which make them happy in a hand to mouth earning system, secondly they have a strong( son of the soil) belief to be with nature, closely attached with their place of origin, last but not the least related reason  was observe i.e. there is a strong correlated between their lathering attitude and a huge (90 percent) financial assistant received from the Central Government.

Educational Status of Garo’s:

Education is a key strategy for bringing about the changes necessary to ensure socio, cultural, economic development as well as environment al protection in terms of societies prospective. Many research studies in recent times have made strong case for more investment in basic education considering the fact that majority of the world’s poorest people being illiterates and those children not attending school, live in rural areas. Hence Govt. of India flagship the Universal Education Policy considering the importance of education for rural people as a crucial step to achieve the human goals.


In order to know the educational level among the  Garos tribe full enumeration of village was done and it was found that only seven people were studied up to secondary level, twelve were up to middle and eleven of them were up to primary, were as remaining sixty six were illiterate. However the FGD’s were undertaken to find out the factors responsible for high illiteracy, late school enrolment, and the prevalence of high dropouts rates and the lack of interest in the modern education and reasons are as follows:

Large numbers of villages in this region are yet to be provided schooling facilities.

Majority of the teachers in this region are untrained

Lack of efficiency from the system side.

Lack of civic amenities in the school building (Class rooms, drinking water)

The striking feature is the school timing only 3 hours i.e. 7.00 A.M. to 10.00 A.M.

Parent cited the reason not enrolling their younger siblings unless until they grow old to manage independently.

Socio-Cultural Status:

Unlike numerous other tribes in India who practice their own good old traditional culture till today in their day today life. The Garoe were no different from those. The tribes had been accustomed with modern formal education system, which successfully complemented them in the arts of material and non-material cultural life to be with the main stream of India.


It was gathered from their opinion i.e. basically these tribes love to be with nature, isolated themselves from the crowd and prefer to be autonomous. Moreover, because of their arrogant nature, they feel reluctant to obey any ones orders rather prefer to be like a free bird.


Customary, Garos had a system called ‘Nokpante’ means bachers dormitory. It is a place where veteran men instructed youngsters in a range of competencies pertaining to agriculture hunting, medicine house building carving of wood for artistic and utilization purposes, social properties and the subtler points of religion and rituals.

However, it is true that socio, economic realities in these hills have undnergone several changes and host of new aims and skills can be inculcated only by getting modern education which is pre-requisite for survival every human being in today’s digital society.


Culturally, all the young boys and girls must stays in the bachelor dormitories to learn the tricks of Grahast Ashrama, above all not only they have a tradition of selecting their life partners and later they inform their respective parents about their love affairs. In return both sides parents usually women keeps track of their children’s dating proudly agree to arrange their wedding on a condition that both should prove to be capable of becoming father and mother.


As far as religious belief is concerned these tribal people hardly had any faith in religion rather it was interesting to know that they were nastik. Normally, this tribe is a homogeneous by nature that reflects in their day-to-day business by practicing awareness about the outer world.


Instead of Panchayathraj each village had a council, headed by the Mukhiya calleld ‘Nokma’ who usually perform the inaugural rituals of cultivation by cutting a tree in the field and prefer to saw the dream till three nights. If Nokma see a bad dream it means leave the current field and search four new field for cultivation.


The other importantly finding was Garo’s do not have the gender bias among them, but continuing their tradition hunting in general and head hunting in particular exhibiting their very character now and then to prove their manliness.

Conclusion 


The basic aim of this paper is to study the primary education system and their practice of shifting cultivation. Secondly, by doing this, to make the transition from shifting cultivation to systems of cultivation, which are more in tune with modern economic, environmental and demographic realities, which is smoother and less painful. Even those who have given it up still live with its cultural rituals and technical legacies. The transition from ‘Jhuming’ (or ‘bewal’ or ‘podu’ as it is known in various regions) to other patterns has been very traumatic for these communities However, the observations made during the study was the Jhum-Cultivation System does has the strong hold on the socio-cultural, economic and educational status of Garo’ strive till today. And this vicious cyclic system enabling them to access the modern available opportunity as well as proper utilization of them.

Suggestion & Recommendation


Thus, the need of the day is to well equipped the tribes in temrs of basic education (awareness+knowledge=better utilization) which is a pre-requisite for building up a self secure individual who not only being actively participate in community development but also in the development of whole globe as a village.
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