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Director’s Report

It is indeed a great privilege to write preface for the Annual Report 2013-14 of the Indian Statistical
Institute, an Institute of National Importance with which | have been associated for more than three
decades. This also gives us an opportunity to take stock of our achievements and efforts that we have
put in during the academic year as well as help us to plan ahead for taking new steps towards
evolving directions to further the growth and dissemination of statistical and scientific knowledge.

Reporting about the awards and honours won by our faculty members and students is always a proud
moment for the Director. It gives me enormous sense of pride to share with you that Emeritus
Professor Jayanta Kumar Ghosh, former Director of the Institute have been conferred Padma Shri by
the Government of India for his significant contribution in field of Science and Engineering.

The many prestigious awards and honours received by some of my colleagues and students during
the year have been a matter of pride and pleasure for us and require a special mention in this Annual
Report. Ms. Neena Gupta was awarded with the INSA Medal for young scientist, Ms. Tanvi Jain
received the SERB Women excellence award, and Dr. Gautam Paul received the Young Scientist
Platinum Jubilee award from National Academy of Sciences. In addition to the above, Professor
Sankar K. Pal was awarded with Golden Jubilee Medal of IEEE, USA and Diamond Jubilee Medal of
IETE, India, Dr. Kattumannil S.K. was awarded with Indo-US Research Fellowship — 2013. Professor
N.R. Pal got elected as the Vice-President for publication of the IEEE Computational Intelligence since
January 2013. Professor Dilip Saha got elected as Fellow of West Bengal Academy of Science and
Technology and Dr. Shiladri Sekhar Das is awarded with the Sharada Chandra Gold Medal for best
Indian Paper by the Palaeontological Society of India. My colleagues in the field of economics also
earned honours and awards for their consolidated efforts in their respective fields. Professor Satya R.
Chakravarty was offered a position as Consultant in the Asian Development Bank, Manila, Philippines.
Professor Manipushpak Mitra was awarded with the Mahalanobis Memorial Medal by the Indian
Econometric Society for the year 2012. Dr. Pulakesh Maity has received the Leading Scientist of the
World 2013 award sponsored by the International Biographical Centre. Professor Abhirup Sarkar has
been appointed as the Chairman of the 4™ Finance Commission of West Bengal and Dr. Chetan
Ghate is appointed as a member of the Reserve Bank of India Expert Committee on strengthening
Monetary Transmission in India, constituted by Reserve Bank of India.

The Giridih Branch of the Institute is being revamped and Training Programme on personality
development including basic computer skills for local youths has already started. A Post Graduate
Diploma in Computer Applications is all set to take off from the next academic year. One Semester
course on Cryptology and Data Security spanning over four months for the officials of the various
wings of Indian Defence establishments as well as intelligence wings operating under Ministry of
Home Affairs, and Department of Telecommunications has already started during the academic year.
The 1% batch has successfully completed the course and the 2™ batch is presently undergoing the
training. A Post Graduate Diploma in Statistical Methods and Analytics exclusively for the students
from North-East region of the country has already started from this academic year at I1SI North-East
Centre, Tezpur.

The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, Government of India has sanctioned an
outlay of Rs. 115 Crores under the Xllth Five Year Plan (EFC scheme) for setting up the R.C. Bose
Centre for Cryptology and Security. In the council meeting held on 8" March, 2014, it was decided that
the construction work for the Centre will be awarded to the National Buildings and Construction
Corporation Limited. It has also been decided to restore the existing building named as Gupta Niwas
in the area earmarked for setting up the R.C. Bose Centre for Cryptology and Security and preserve
the same as a heritage building for future use and reference.

The year 2013 was observed as the International Year of Statistics over the world. The Institute has
also observed the same through a series of lectures by eminent academicians.



Director’s Report

A partial list of the conferences and workshops organized by the Institute are International Conference
on ‘Knowledge Modelling and Knowledge Management” as part of ITPAR project funded by DST, the
5" International Conference on “Pattern Recognition and Machine Intelligence”, 5" world Congress on
Paraconsistancy, All India Conference on “Statistical Databases in Gram Panchayats”, CESI Annual
International Conference 2013 on Education, Diversity & Democracy and National workshop on
“Nonlinear Dynamics and Applications”.

The Institute undertook a large number of externally funded projects over the years. At present there
are about 86 ongoing projects in the Institute. The major funding agencies of the projects are
Government of India, CSIR, DST, DGCIS, ICAR, DAE, DBT, IBM (USA), and European Union
Commission.

Research and development activities go hand in hand with the Institute’s pursuit of academic
excellence and to achieve further development in research several Memorandum of Understandings
(MoUs) have been signed between the Institute and London School of Economics & Political Science
(LSE), Yokohama National University, Japan, Qualcomm Technologies, Inc., Google Cultural Institute,
Dublin, University of Hyderabad, De Beers India Private Limited, and Biomedical Devices of Kansas
LLC etc.

| am grateful to Dr. C. Rangarajan, President of the Institute and also to the Chairman of ISI council for
their kind co operation, and valuable guidance for smooth functioning of the Institute. | am grateful to
all the Council members, Dr. T.C.A. Anant, Secretary, Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation, Government of India and all other officials of the Administrative Ministry for their kind
co operation and advice from time to time. | express my sincere gratitude to all the office bearers and
other workers of the Institute for their continued co operation through their respective activities.

March 31, 2014 Bimal K. Roy
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