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Director’'s Report

It is my privilege to present the Annual Report of the Institute for the year 2011-2012. This is the
second time | am presenting before you the Annual Report of the Institute after | assumed the charge
of the Director.

As on previous occasions the Institute is proud to present the names of very talented faculty members
who have earned honours and awards since last February. They have not only won accolades for
themselves but set even higher standards for cthers to follow suit. A partial list of such recipients along
with the honours and awards received is as follows. Professor Palash Sarkar has received the Sharti
Swarup Bhatnagar prize in Mathematical Sciences for 2011, the highest honour awarded to an Indian
Scientist. Professor Bimal Roy has been elected Fellow of the National Academy of Sciences,

Allahabad. He has also received the 19™ Dewang Mehta Business School Award for outstanding
contribution to education. Professor B.B. Chaudhuri has been elected a Fellow of the Third World
Academy of Sciences (TWAS). Professor B.P. Sinha has been awarded the M.K. Singal Memorial
Award by the Indian Science Congress Association for significant and lifetime contributions to the
development of science & technology. Professor Sushmita Mitra has been elected IEEE Fellow from
ik January, 2012, Professor Sanghamitra Bandopadhyay has been elected Fellow of the Indian
National Academy of Engineering (INAE), 2012, Dr. Pradipta Maji has bagged the INSA Medal for
Young Scientists Award from Indian National Science Academy. Professor Rahul Roy has been
elected Fellow of the Indian Academy of Sciences.

| take great pride to anncunce that Prof. S.R.S. Varadhan, an outstanding alumnus of our Institute
presently with New York University has been awarded the National Medal of Science, USA, this year,
the highest honour bestowed by the US Government on scientists, engineers and inventors.

The fourth centre of ISI, the North-East Centre at Tezpur was inaugurated on p2 July, 2011. The
inaugural programme was graced by Sri Pranab Mukherjee, Chairman, ISI Council and Hon'ble
Finance Minister, Government of India; Sri Srikant Jena, Union Minister of State (Independent
Charge), Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation; Sri Tarun Kumar Gogoi, Chief Minister
of Assam. A one-year post-graduate diploma course on Statistical Methods with Applications, has
been started in the centre, presently housed at the Tezpur University campus. The course, apart from
the normal curriculum will focus on the development of governmental statistical system in the North-
Eastern states. A plot of land measuring about 25 acres have been acquired at Punioni near Tezpur
University where the permanent North-East Centre of the Institute at Tezpur, Assam would come up.

A two-year Master's Degree in Statistics (M. Stat.) has been introduced as part of the curriculum
expansion programme at the Chennai Centre of the Institute from July this year. Recruitment of faculty
is underway both at the Chennai and Tezpur Centres. Regarding procurement of land for setting up of
the permanent campus of the Chennai Centre, we have appealed to the Government of Tamil Nadu
and rigorous efforts are being made in this regard.

The D. Basu Gold Medal for the most outstanding student in B. Stat. (Hons.) has been instituted from

this year. The award was given in the Forty Sixth Convocation held on il January, 2012 for the two
batches of 2007-2010 and 2008-2011. | am thankful to Prof Anirban Dasgupta of Purdue University
for his efforts to this effect.

A collaborative programme between the Department of Science & Technology (DST) of India and the
National Science Foundation (NSF) of the USA has been flagged off with a view to connect leading
research institutes of India and USA. | am happy to announce that Indian Statistical Institute has been
chosen as one of the four nodes in India.



Director's Report

An International Conference on Contemporary issues and Applications of Statistics (CIAS 2012) has
just been organized in the Institute. The Conference was attended among others by academic
stalwarts like Prof. Jayanta Kumar Ghosh of Purdue University, USA; Dr. Andreas Ziegler of University
of Luebeck, Germany; Prof. Pranab Kumar Sen of University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA
and Prof. Douglas Simpson of University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign, USA. The Conference had
special sessions of Application of Statistics in Government and Industry.

The Indian Statistical Institute (ISI) and International Growth Centre (IGC) are jointly organizing a
workshop on the West Bengal Economy which has taken off from yesterday. Professor Joseph Stiglitz,
noted economist and Nobel Laureate was a participant and a keynote speaker at the workshop. The
workshop was also enriched by the deliberations of Professor Pranab Bardhan of University of
Berkeley, USA. They apart, people's representatives, corporate personalities, Government officials
and other eminent academicians from India and abroad have graced the workshop with their august
presence.

Responding to the requirements from the Government of India, the Institute has set up a new research
unit called, "Sampling and Official Statistics Unit" (SOSU) at the Headquarters in Kolkata on 1st
March, 2012. This was also emphasized by Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh in his speech on the

occasion of Platinum Jubilee Celebration of the Institute on 24th December, 2006.

With a view to academic collaboration and exchanges, development of research etc., several
Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs) have been signed between the Institute and North Carclina
State University, USA; School of Computing, National University of Singapore; The Instituto
Technologico Autocnomo De Mexico (ITAM); Ecole Polytechnigue Montreal; International Centre for
Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB); Birsa Agricultural University, Ranchi and Korea
Institute for International Economic Policy ete.

The Institute has undertaken a large number of externally funded projects over the years. At present,
there are about 100 such projects in the Institute. Major funding agencies of the projects are DST, DIT,
DBT, DAE, NAIP, ISRO, NBHM, Saha Institute, CSIR, INSA, UNDP, Microsoft, Department of Tourism
(GO, NABARD, DRDO, LSE (UK), Department of Science & Technology (Govt. of W.B.), Planning
Commission, US Army, ICMR etc.

Video conferencing facilities have been introduced in the Institute connecting all the centres except
Chennai. The centres so equipped will be able to establish contacts with cther Institutes, if the need
arises. Conducting meetings and holding classes through this system by giving a virtual atmosphere
has already started, which will eventually cut on cost and time. E-governance is also round the corner
and will be implemented scon in the institute making the day-to-day governance more techno-friendly
and accessible specially to the other centres and aspirants to the Institute.

An initiative has been taken by the Institute to prepare an archive comprising all the Ph.D. thesis
produced so far by the Institute. The work is near completion and will become operational by the
middle of the year.

| am also grateful to Professor M.G.K. Menon, President, Indian Statistical Institute and Shri Pranab
Mukherjee, Chairman, ISl Council and Hon’ble Finance Minister, Government of India for their kind
cooperation, help and guidance. They have been a pillar of strength to the Institute. | am also grateful
to all Council members, Dr. T.C.A. Anant Secretary, Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation, Government of India and all other officers of the Administrative Ministry for their kind
cooperation and advice. | am also thankful to all office bearers and all the workers of the Institute for
their cooperation in their respective domains of activities.

March, 31, 2012 Bimal K. Roy
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