
 

INDIAN STATISTICAL INSTITUTE 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE 65th MEETING OF THE ACADEMIC COUNCIL OF THE INSTITUTE HELD 
ON NOVEMBER 30, 2017, AT ISI KOLKATA 

Members/ invitees Attending the Meeting 
Ser. No. Name Ser. No. Name 

1 Bhargab Bikram Bhattacharya 19 Sushmita Mitra  
2 Amita Pal 20 Susmita Sur-Kolay 
3 Bhabatosh Chanda 21 Tarun Kabiraj 
4 Bimal K Roy Attending Via Video-Conferencing From Other Centres 
5 Dipti Prasad Mukherjee 22 Abhay G. Bhatt 
6 Kishan Chand Gupta 23 Arunava Sen 
7 Mahuya Datta 24 Arup K Pal 
8 Md. Zafar Anis 25 Bharat Ramaswami 
9 Nabanita Das 26 Debasis Mishra 
10 Nandini Das 27 E Somanathan 
11 Nityananda Sarkar 28 Isha Dewan 
12 Prasun Das 29 Prabal Roychaudhuri 
13 Probal Dasgupta 30 Surajit Pal 
14 Rajat Kumar De 31 Tridip Ray 
15 Rajat Subhra Hazra 32 T S S R K Rao 
16 Sanghamitra Bandyopadhyay 33 Ashim Roy Chowdhury 
17 Souvik Roy 34 B S D Daya Sagar 
18 Subhamoy Maitra 35 E V Gijo 

 

At the outset, The Convener announced that since the Chairperson, Prof. Sanghamitra Bandyopadhyay, had 
been otherwise detained due to unavoidable reasons, she had nominated Prof. Bhargab B. Bhattacharya to 
chair the 65th Meeting of the Academic Council. She joined the meeting subsequently. 

 

Agenda Item 1:  Confirmation of the proceedings of the 64th meeting of the Academic Council held on 
September 12, 2017, and October 4, 2017 

 
The proceedings of the aforementioned meeting of the Academic council were confirmed as circulated. 

 
Agenda Item 2:  Matters arising out of the 64th AC meeting 
 
Some members pointed out that the Action Taken Report for the 64th AC Meeting was circulated too late for 
them to go through it. In view of this, the Convener requested members to send their views, if any, by email. 
 
Agenda Item 3:  Consideration of the report of the committee formed by office orders DO/2017/465, 

dated September 20, 2017, DO/2017/479 dated September 27, 2017, and to look into 



the feasibility of starting an M.Tech. programme in Cryptology and Security in the RC 
Bose Centre for Cryptology and Security 

 
The convener of the Committee, Prof. D. P. Mukherjee, presented a summary of its recommendations, namely, 
that there were no problems as far as the feasibility of the programme was concerned, only with the logistics. 
Prof. Mahuya Dutta was concerned about the absence of the detailed syllabus for the programme. On being 
informed that the committee had been asked to examine only the feasibility of the proposed programme, she 
expressed the opinion that the syllabus too was a component of the feasibility aspect. Prof. Bimal Roy, a 
member of the committee, informed the members present that a tentative syllabus had been sent the day 
before to the Director and the Dean of Studies with a request to circulate among the AC members. However, 
another member of the committee, Prof. Susmita Sur-Kolay added that in view of the Security component of 
the programme, it was necessary that there should be enough courses for this as well as to provide introduction 
to the Systems part, and that the syllabus should ensure adequate per-semester strengthening of foundation. 
Though these issues were yet to be addressed, the committee members present gave the assurance that they 
would be able to come up with an updated version of the document prepared in time for the prospectus and 
admission notice for 2018, since the plan was to start the programme from the next year itself. Some concerns 
were also expressed regarding the availability of faculty for the programme. Prof. Bhabatosh Chanda opined 
that since the committee had been able to establish that the programme was feasible, the Institute should 
consider starting it at the earliest, that is, next year, and that logistical issues could be resolved later. Prof. 
Sur-Kolay stressed the importance of a properly-designed syllabus as well as ensuring appropriate faculty for 
the programme. She expressed the opinion that there should be an umbrella committee to address curriculum- 
and faculty-related issues concerning the three programmes – M.Tech. in Computer Science, the proposed 
M.Tech. in Cryptology and Security and the MS in Theoretical Computer Science –in a holistic manner. In 
response to the request by the Dean of Studies to the Committee for submitting the finalized syllabus for the 
proposed programme, Prof. Sur-Kolay gave the assurance that this would be done soon to ensure that it can 
be placed in the next meeting of the AC for approval. She emphasized that the opinion of external experts 
would be sought regarding syllabi for specialized courses.  Prof. Dutta stressed that the proposed syllabus 
must be completely designed and vetted by external experts. Prof. Subhamoy Maitra stated, in response to 
repeated concerns regarding sufficient faculty for this programme, that some teachers are willing to teach 
two courses if required.  
 
Dr. Prasun Das, Associate Dean (Admissions) sought clarification on admission-related issues for this 
programme, like number of seats, eligibility, selection procedure, etc. Prof. Bimal Roy informed that the 
number of seats for 2018 is 20, the selection procedure will be the same as for the M.Tech.(CS) programme 
and will be conducted by the M.Tech.(CS) Selection Committee. 
 
Resolution:       It was resolved that the report should be accepted, that is, it was decided in principle to 

start an M.Tech. programme in Cryptology and Security at the RC Bose Centre for 
Cryptology and Security from 2018. The committee was advised to submit the 
detailed syllabus of the programme at the earliest for approval in a subsequent 
meeting of the AC, in time for the commencement of the programme.  

 
Agenda Item 4:  Approval of updated list of successful candidates to be awarded B.Stat./ M. Stat. /M. 

Tech.(CS) /MS(QE) /PGDBA/ Ph.D. degrees/prizes in the next Convocation 
 
The Dean of Studies informed the members present that though the majority of the lists of successful 
candidates of all degree/diploma programmes of ISI, other than the PGDBA programme, were placed in the 
64th AC meeting and were approved, a few results and prizes, which had not been available or finalized by 



then, were being placed herewith for the approval of the AC.  This included the list of successful candidates 
of the first batch of the PGDBA programme, who would be awarded their diplomas in the Convocation of IIM 
Calcutta in 2018. 
 
Resolution:       The updated list of successful candidates to be awarded B.Stat./ M. Stat. /M. Tech.(CS) 

/MS(QE) /PGDBA/ Ph.D. degrees/prizes in the next Convocation was approved. 
 
 
Agenda Item 5:  Consideration of a proposal from the RFAC of the Applied Statistics Division for 

research courses in Statistics and Computer Science as requirement for registration 
to the respective PhD programmes 

 
Dr. Kishan C Gupta, the Convener of the RFAC of the Applied Statistics Division, briefed the members present 
on the proposed research courses.  
 
Resolution:      The proposal from the RFAC of the ASD for the following research courses in Statistics and 

Computer Science, as requirement to register for respective Ph.D. programmes, was 
approved: 
Statistics: 

1. Bayesian Inference 
2. Asymptotic Theory of Inference 
3. Martingale Theory: Application to Survival Analysis 
4. Effective Computing in Quantitative Research 
5. Graph Theory 
6. Machine Learning: Theory and Practice 
7. Data Science 

Computer Science: 
1. Quantum Information and Quantum Computation (M.Tech(CS) course) 
2. Machine Learning: Theory and Practice 
3. Blockchain Technology 
4. Data SCience 

 
 
Agenda Item 6:  Consideration of the report of the committee constituted by office order nos. DS/589 

dated September 5, 2017, and DS/2017-18/637 dated September 29, 2017, regarding 
eligibility conditions for certain academic programmes 

 
 Prof. Isha Dewan, the convener of the Committee, presented the salient features of the report. Prof. Mahuya 
Dutta opined that the phrase “course work” that had been used in the context of the JRF (QE) programme, 
should be replaced by the word “subject” to maintain consistency with conditions for other programmes. She 
stressed the need for more transparency and for avoiding criteria that are not verifiable. Several members 
objected to the proposal for having “desirable” eligibility criteria for the MS(QE) programme, mainly because 
such criteria are meaningful in the context of employment and not education. Several objections were also 
voiced regarding the use of the phrase “evidence of course work” in the proposed criteria for the JRF(QE) 
programme. In view of this, it was decided to drop the “desirable” proposed criteria for the MS(QE) programme 
and the phrase “evidence of” in the proposed criteria for the JRF(QE) programme. Dr. Prasun Das expressed 
the concern that allowing applicants from “any discipline” for the MS(QE) programme may lead to unnecessary 
confusion and too many queries. It was also pointed out that the term “graduate” used in several places in 
the report actually meant “post-graduate”.  



  
Resolution:      The recommendations of the committee were accepted generally, with the exception of 

the “desirable” proposed criteria for the MS(QE) programme and the phrase 
“evidence of” in the proposed criteria for the JRF(QE) programme, replacing the 
term “course work” with “subject” for the sake of uniformity. 

 
 
Agenda Item 7:  Consideration of a proposal for a re-evaluation of the existing selection criteria for 

sponsored candidates for the M.Tech.(CS), M.Tech.(QROR) and MSQMS programmes 
 
The Dean of Studies stated that the brochures for these programmes mention that there is a provision for 
sponsorship of candidates. However, there is not much clarity regarding the selection criteria. Confusion had 
been created as a result during admission to the MS(QMS) programme in 2017. If the Institute wishes to 
continue with the practice of accepting sponsored candidates for these programmes, then the 
criteria/procedure for selecting them must be made more explicit and objective. Moreover, the issue of 
increase in the tuition fee should also be addressed.  
 
After considerable discussion on the pros and cons of the sponsorship scheme, it was decided that a committee 
would be formed to formulate a policy on the issue of sponsorship of candidates to such programmes. Since 
this may take some time, the Selection Test Coordination Committee was empowered to take a decision on 
the policy to be followed in 2018. 
 
Resolution:     It was resolved that a committee would be formed to formulate a policy on the issue of 

sponsorship of candidates to such programmes. Since this may take some time, the 
Selection Test Coordination Committee was empowered to take a decision on the 
policy to be followed in 2018. 

  
 
Agenda Item 8:  Consideration of the recommendations made, in its meeting held on October 10, 

2017, of the committee formed by office order no. DS/2017-18/0003 dated April 5, 
2017, to examine individual proposals from external agencies for funding of research 
fellowships in the institute 

 
The Dean of Studies highlighted the recommendations by the Committee, which were generally welcomed. 
Prof. TSSRK Rao felt that the issue of shortfall in fellowship should be carefully handled, for example by 
specifying the maximum shortfall that ISI can tolerate, since it was pointless to accept funding that provided 
meagre amounts of fellowship. Prof. Mahuya Dutta agreed with this and also pointed out that, in case the 
funding agency provided fellowships higher than ISI but for a shorter duration then, after reverting to ISI 
funding, fellowships will be provided at ISI rates. A few members pointed out that the issue of HRA was not 
addressed explicitly in the proposals of the external agencies, and this should be taken care of. 
  
 
Resolution:      The recommendations of the committee were accepted, subject to the incorporation of 

clarification regarding the payment of HRA, the specification of a minimum amount 
of fellowship that can be provided by external agencies, and the applicability of ISI 
rates after reverting to ISI funding in case of externally-funded fellowships at higher 
rates but of shorter duration. 

 
 



Agenda Item 9:  Consideration of a proposal for changes in certain practices connected with admission 
to the Institute 

  
The Dean of Studies highlighted the rationale behind the two proposals, namely, (i) charging an admission fee 
from any candidate who accepts a seat offer in any round of admission, (ii) providing travel support for 
attending interview only to economically backward and SC/ST candidates, rather than all candidates. 
 
The first proposal was generally well-received, and there were differences mainly regarding the percentage 
of refund and the timing of the refund. Some felt that the proposed amount of Rs. 10,000 was rather low. It 
was finally decided that an admission fee of Rs. 10,000 would be charged in 2018 from any candidate who 
accepts a seat offer in any round of admission. Refund applicable, if any, would be made at the end of the 
first semester. 
 
Regarding the second proposal, there was considerable discussion on the criteria to be used for identifying 
economically backward candidates. Many felt that the requirement of a BPL card was not reasonable since 
the income level the BPL card represents is too low. Dr. Rajat Shubhra Hazra did not agree with the reasons 
provided in the proposal, wondering whether it was not possible to work out the logistical issues with the 
Accounts section. Prof. TSSRK Rao was in favour of providing a lump-sum amount to each candidate for 
meeting expenses related to travelling for interviews. Prof. Susmita Sur-Kolay warned against this, 
anticipating problems with Auditors, and wondered whether candidates could be asked for their option. Prof. 
Sanghamitra Bandyopadhyay clearly ruled out this possibility, and expressed support for the proposal of 
providing support to BPL card holders only, since the scheme was government-approved and helped to identify 
the poorest sections of society.  
 
Resolution: It was resolved that an admission fee would be charged henceforth from any candidate who 

accepts a seat offer in any round of admission. In 2018, the admission fee would be 
Rs. 10,000. Refund applicable, if any, would be made at the end of the first semester. 
It was also resolved to provide travel support for attending interview only to 
economically backward and SC/ST candidates, rather than all candidates, and that 
the eligibility of this would be determined by the possession of BPL card. 

 
 
Agenda Item 10:  Miscellaneous 
 

(i) Proposal for changes in the PGDSMA programme at Tezpur 
  
Prof. Nityananda Sarkar elaborated on the proposed changes in the agreement with TCS with regard 
to the PGDSMA programme at Tezpur. While the changes in the academic component were 
accepted, there was some discussion on the proposed increase in the number of seats for the 
programme to 30 in 2018 from 20 in 2017, with only 50% of the seats to be reserved for candidates 
domiciled in the North-east, unlike previous years, in which only candidates from the North-east 
were eligible. Dr. Prasun Das pointed out that the Admission Policy Committee constituted by the 
Director had already met and decided that there would be no increase in the number of seats in 
2018 for any programmes from the number in 2017. It was decided that the issue of increase in the 
number of seats would be referred to the Admission Policy Committee and its decision would 
prevail.  

   
 



Resolution:     It was resolved that the suggested changes in respect to the PGDSMA programme 
at Tezpur be accepted, except for the proposal for increasing the number 
of seats to 30, which would be referred to the Admission Policy Committee 
and its decision would prevail. 

(ii) The Dean of Studies proposed the inclusion, in the Prospectus of the Institute as well as the 
Brochures for the academic programmes, of the condition that all students who receive 
stipends from external agencies like KVPY and INSPIRE must satisfy all requirements, including 
attendance requirements, which are applicable to students receiving stipends from ISI. If the 
students receiving external funding do not satisfy these requirements, then the Institute 
reserves the right not to forward their requests for renewal of funding to their respective 
funding agencies. 

The proposal was unanimously accepted. 

Resolution: It was resolved to mention, in the Prospectus of the Institute as well as the 
Brochures for the academic programmes, the condition that all students 
who receive stipends from external agencies, like KVPY and INSPIRE, must 
satisfy all requirements, including attendance requirements, which are 
applicable to students receiving stipends from ISI. If the students receiving 
external funding do not satisfy these requirements, then the Institute 
reserves the right not to forward their requests for renewal of funding to 
their respective funding agencies. 

Sd/- 
Sanghamitra Bandyopadhyay 

Director, Indian Statistical Institute & 
Chairperson, Academic Council 


