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3 Abhay G. Bhat 15 Krishnendu Mukhopadhyaya 27 Subir Ghosh 
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5 Ansuman Banerjee 17 Nabanita Das 29 Surajit Pal 
6 Anup Dewanji 18 Nityananda Sarkar 30 Sushmita Mitra 
7 Ashish Ghosh 19 Pradipta Maji 31 Susmita Mukhopadhyay 
8 Ayanendranath Basu 20 Prasun Das 32 Swagato K. Ray 
9 Banasri Basu 21 Preeti Parashar 33 Tapas Samanta 

10 Biswabrata Pradhan 22 Rita Saharay 34 Tarun Kabiraj 
11 Debrup Chakraborty 23 Saurabh Ghosh 35 Utpal Garain 
12 Dipti Prasad Mukherjee 24 Shiladri S. Das     

 
Agenda item no. 1.2. Confirmation of the proceedings of the 69th meeting of the Academic 
Council held on March 27 and April 04, 2019 

The proceedings, which had been circulated earlier by email among members of the Academic 
Council, were approved as circulated, since no comments were received from any member. 

GROUP A: REPORTING MATTERS 
 

Agenda item no. 2.2(ii). It has been decided to hire an external agency to conduct the ISI 
Admission Test (MCQ as well as Paper-Based Tests (PBTs)) from 2020. 

 
Note: The title of this reporting agenda item was modified in response to e-mails received from 
some members including Profs. Susmita Sur-Kolay and Krishnendu Mukhopadhyaya, from which it 
was apparent that the original title, namely, “It has been decided to hire an external agency 
to conduct online mode of Examination Corresponding to both MCQ type and pen & paper 
type test from next year.”, was somewhat misleading and conveying an erroneous impression. 
The modified title (given above) was conveyed by email to all AC members prior to the meeting. 

 



 
Though this was a reporting item, there was some discussion on it. The Chairperson and 
other members associated with the issue explained the background and reassured the members 
that the basic format of the ISI Admission Test would remain unchanged, apart from the 
application portal. The setting of question papers and evaluation of answerscripts would continue to be 
done by ISI faculty, and only the logistics of conducting the Admission Test, which was essentially an 
administrative matter, was being proposed to be outsourced. The apprehension expressed by some 
members on this issue were thereby duly addressed. In the light of this discussion, it was 
observed that the subject matter of this agenda item was an administrative issue and, 
therefore, need not have been reported in the meeting. In response, the Chairperson agreed to 
withdraw this agenda item. 

 
GROUP B: ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISIONS 

Agenda item 3.1. Report of M.Tech.(CS) Syllabus review Committee 

Prof. Krishnendu Mukhopadhyaya, the chairman of the committee, reported that several concerns that 
had been conveyed after the 69th  AC meeting (in which the report had been presented) had been duly 
addressed by the committee. Apprehensions from some faculty members were discussed with the 
concerned people. After the views of the committee were explained to them in details, they withdrew 
their objections and agreed to let the proposal be implemented for a few years, before making changes, 
if necessary. 

Resolution: It was resolved to accept the revised curriculum for the M.Tech. (CS) programme proposed 
by the committee in its report, for implementation from the academic year 2020-21. 

 
 

Agenda item 3.2. Waiver for JRF test: Suspension of Waiver of the written examination of 
JRF admission test for ISI Students 

Prof. Saurabh Ghosh, one of the proposers, explained the rationale behind the proposal, pointing out that 
the present system of giving ISI students waiver from taking the written test for admission to JRF 
programmes in case they scored at least 75% overall in the corresponding Master’s programme, effectively 
took into consideration the performance of the students concerned only in the first three semesters, as 
results for the fourth semester are generally not available before the date of the admission test. These 
students were sometimes getting selected even after performing poorly in the interviews under the 
current admission system, which has been in use since 2017. There are associated logistic issues since the 
system generates a merit list for each programme based on a weighted average of written test and 
interview scores, and currently assigns a score of 75% in written tests to all internal candidates, as a 
result of which they get unusually high ranks despite poor interview scores since typically it is difficult 
for any candidate to score 75% in the written tests. 

There was considerable discussion on the issue. Several members felt that the present system gives undue 
advantage to internal candidates and prevents the selection of external candidates to JRF programmes 
for which the intake is small, like the JRF (QROR) programme. Members in favour of continuing with the 
waiver scheme drew attention to the rationale behind it, namely, attracting some of the meritorious ISI 
students to the JRF programmes of ISI. The Chairperson opined that the scenario had changed since the 
time the policy had been adopted, and invited suggestions for dealing with the problems that the waiver 
scheme was causing. Several suggestions were forthcoming, including having a minimum cut-off for 
interview score, having an integrated Master’s degree-PhD programme with exit options, change in 
strategy for assigning ranks to such candidates at the time of preparation of merit lists, completing 
grading of final semester examinations before the admission test to enable scores for all four semesters 

 



to be taken into consideration before waiver is granted, having supernumerary seats for internal 
candidates, and provision for some JRF programmes to opt out of the waiver scheme. Some members 
cautioned against non-uniformity in admission policies, and also against abolition of the current policy 
before some other reasonable policy is identified. Pros and/or cons of some of these suggestions were 
briefly discussed. The Chairperson felt that a majority of the members present were opposed to the 
waiver scheme but expressed reservation about changing policies related to Institute programmes without 
sufficient scrutiny. Finally, it was decided that a committee would be constituted to take a fresh look at 
the principle behind the waiver scheme as well as the associated logistic issues and to make 
recommendations within a month. It was suggested that the committee should include Profs. Tarun 
Kabiraj, Nabanita Das, Amartya Dutta, Swagato Ray, Smarajit Bose as members. 

Resolution: It was resolved that a committee would be constituted to examine the principle behind 
the current policy of giving ISI students waiver from written tests for selection to JRF programmes, 
as well as the associated logistic issues, and to make recommendations within a month. The 
committee should include Profs. Tarun Kabiraj, Nabanita Das, Amartya Dutta, Swagato Ray, Smarajit 
Bose as members. 

 

Agenda item 3.3. Consideration of new elective courses in M.Tech (CS): “Advanced Logic” and 
“Logic and Artificial Intelligence” in the fourth semester. 

 
Prof. Ashish Ghosh wanted to know whether these courses are proposed as a part of the old 
curriculum or the new one. Prof. Krishnendu Mukhopadhyaya, the chairman of the M.Tech. (CS) 
syllabus review committee, clarified that the proposal is with respect to the existing curriculum only, 
and they are not required for the new one as they are already a part of that. Prof. Saurabh Ghosh, 
the Associate Dean (Examination) drew attention to the fact that there are too many electives in the 
programme with too few takers, leading to uneven allocation of teachers. 

 
Taking note of the mainly positive report of the external experts, the Chairperson opined that a 
report should be also sought on where these courses fit within the curriculum. Prof. Mukhopadhyaya 
concurred, suggesting that the outcome should be reported to the AC and the Dean’s Office should act 
on it directly. 

 
Resolution: It was resolved that the proposal for inclusion of new elective courses “Advanced Logic” 
and “Logic and Artificial Intelligence” for the M.Tech. (CS) programme would be accepted 
in principle, but actual inclusion in the curriculum should be done on the basis of an additional 
report to be sought regarding where these courses fit within the curriculum. The AC should be 
informed of the recommendations in the report, and the Dean’s Office should act on them 
directly. 

 
Agenda item 3.4.  Proposal to introduce a new elective titled “Algorithm for Big Data” in 
the M.Tech. (CS) course in II year. 

The Chairperson inquired whether the course was purely theoretical or had a hands-on component too. 
On being informed that it was theoretical in nature and algorithmic in approach, the Chairperson opined 
that the handling of data should also be encouraged, and resistance to handling of streaming data 
is not desirable. After a brief discussion on the desirability of such a course, it was decided to get the 
syllabi for the proposed courses reviewed by external experts for possible inclusion in the list of elective 
courses for the fourth semester of the M.Tech. (CS) programme. 

Resolution: It was resolved that the syllabus for the proposed course, “Algorithm for Big Data” 
be reviewed by external experts in time for possible inclusion in the list of elective courses for the 
fourth semester of the current M.Tech. (CS) batch (2018-20). 

 
 
 



 
Agenda item 3.5. Consideration of a revised proposal related to resolution of Agenda 8, 65th 
AC Meeting (regarding external agencies for funding of research fellowship) -- HRA, 
minimum amount and reverting to ISI funding. 

 
On behalf of the standing committee constituted by the Dean of Studies to look into proposals from 
external agencies regarding funding for research fellows, member Dr. Ansuman Banerjee presented revised 
recommendations of the committee addressing several issues that had not been covered sufficiently in the 
earlier report, presented in the 65th AC meeting. After a brief discussion the proposal was accepted for 
implementation from the academic session 2019-20. 

 
Resolution: It was resolved that the revised proposal related to funding for ISI research fellows by 
external agencies that was presented in the meeting by the standing committee constituted to look 
into such proposals for funding, be accepted for implementation from the academic session 2019-20. 

 
 
 

Agenda item 3.6.  Policy regarding number of Class Hours, Stipend, Direct Admission to 
Master’s Programme 

 
After a brief discussion, it was decided to accept the proposal regarding number of class hours in the 
degree programmes, namely, 

 
i. revision of the guidelines regarding class hours as given in the B.Stat. (Hons.)  Brochure, to “All 

the courses listed below are allocated three lecture sessions and one practical/tutorial session per 
week”; 

ii. introduction of guidelines regarding class hours in the M.Stat. brochure, recommending four 
lecture sessions per week for each course. 

 

Regarding the proposal to disregard the academic performance but not the attendance record of 
any B.Stat./B.Math. student in the final (sixth) semester for determining the stipend of the student when 
he/she joins the first semester of the M.Stat/M.Math. programme, after some discussion it was 
decided that all B.Stat./B.Math. students continuing into the first semester of the M.Stat/M.Math. 
programmes be treated at par with freshly admitted students as far as stipend is concerned, even if they 
did not meet the minimum attendance requirement in the final semester of the Bachelor’s programme. 
This policy would be implemented with effect from the academic session 2019-20. 

 
Resolution: It was resolved that 
i. the guidelines regarding class hours as given in the B.Stat. (Hons.) Brochure, be revised to “All the 

courses listed below are allocated three lecture sessions and one practical/tutorial session per 
week”; 

ii. guidelines regarding class hours be introduced in the M.Stat. Brochure as four lecture sessions per 
week for each course; 

iii. all B.Stat./B.Math. students continuing into the first semester of the M.Stat/M.Math. programmes be 
treated at par with freshly admitted students as far as stipend is concerned, even if they did not 
meet the minimum attendance requirement in the final semester of the Bachelor’s programme. 
This policy will be implemented with effect from the academic session 2019-20. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Agenda item 3.7.  Policy formation for enrolment of external Ph.D. candidates in ISI 

 
The proposer, Prof. Ayanendranath Basu informed the members present about the absence of any 
policy in ISI with respect to Ph.D. candidates working under the supervision of ISI faculty and planning to 
submit their Ph.D. thesis in institutions other than ISI, but not receiving research fellowship from any 
source. The current UGC guidelines regarding registration for Ph.D. require the candidate to produce 
an enrollment certificate. The Chairperson clarified that this certificate must be obtained from the 
institution where the thesis is to be submitted, and there must be a co-supervisor from this 
institution in such instances. Referring to the particular case cited in the proposal, it was observed that 
problem had arisen only because of the enrolment requirement, and the supervisor in question was 
reluctant to have a principal supervisor from the other institution. In such cases, one obvious option, 
under the current ISI rules, for the candidate is to clear the ISI Admission test for the JRF programme, 
after which she could submit her thesis to ISI. The supervisor as well as the candidate were not keen on 
taking this option. The Chairperson was emphatic about not changing rules on the basis of individual 
cases. Several members concurred, fearing that such an approach would open a floodgate of requests. 
From the ensuing discussion it emerged that even NET/CSIR qualification would not help the candidate 
(whose Ph.D. thesis is in the area of Applied Mathematics), since such candidates are permitted to 
work towards their Ph.D. degree in ISI with ISI faculty only after they clear interviews/tests but are 
not allowed to register in ISI (irrespective of whether they choose to accept the fellowship or not) 
unless they are working in the five core areas in which ISI awards Ph.D. degrees. Ultimately, though 
many members expressed the view that this issue was not worth spending time on, it was decided that 
a concrete proposal should be formulated in this regard for further discussion in the AC, and a 
committee with Profs. Ayanendranath Basu, Amartya Dutta and Sumitra Purkayastha as members 
would be constituted for this purpose. To deal with the specific problem mentioned in the 
proposal, The Chairperson stipulated that the supervisor in question, Dr. Sourabh Bhattacharya, 
should identify a principal supervisor from the University of Calcutta for the Ph.D. thesis of the 
candidate so that she can complete registration formalities in that university. 

 
Resolution: It was resolved that a committee with Profs. Ayanendranath Basu, Amartya Dutta and 
Sumitra Purkayastha as members would be constituted to formulate a concrete proposal regarding 
a policy for Ph.D. candidates working under the supervision of ISI faculty and planning to submit 
their Ph.D. thesis in institutions other than ISI, but not receiving research fellowship from any 
source. This proposal will be forwarded to the AC for discussion in a subsequent meeting. 
Meanwhile, to deal with the specific problem mentioned in the proposal, the supervisor in question, 
Dr. Sourabh Bhattacharya, should identify a principal supervisor from the University of Calcutta 
for the Ph.D. thesis of the candidate so that she can complete registration formalities in that 
university. 

 
 

Agenda item 3.8.  Proposal to introduce a new Course BQE in Tezpur. 
 
Prof. Saurabh Ghosh, the chairman of the standing committee formed by Office Order no. DS/2018-19/1049A 
of March 13, 2019, to vet all proposals for new academic programmes in ISI, presented the gist of the report 
submitted by the committee regarding the proposal for a new undergraduate programme in Quantitative 
Economics at the ISI North-east Centre, Tezpur. The view of the committee was that, taking into 
consideration the academic content as well as the feasibility of the proposed programme, it was premature 
to discuss its merits, though there was no issue regarding its suitability in the academic framework of ISI. 
Prof. Nityananda Sarkar, the chairman of the committee formed by Office Order nos. DS/2018-19/640 of 
August 29, 2018, and Ds/2018-19/640A of September 1, 2018, to work out the details, including course 
 
 
 



structure and syllabus, of the proposed undergraduate programme in Quantitative Economics at the ISI 
North-east Centre, Tezpur, took exception to certain aspects of the report, contradicting the statement 
that only the first year of the programme could be conducted by the seven faculty members that are 
expected to be recruited in the near future, stating that the existing faculty could run the first year, 
additional faculty being required only from the second year onward. Prof. Sarkar also protested against the 
mention in the report of the non-feasibility of the proposed programme, expressing the opinion that the 
committee was biased. Prof. Ghosh suggested that the standing committee should be dismantled and 
reconstituted. Concerns were raised about the advisability of starting a three-year teaching programme 
with such limited resources, and suggestions were made regarding having a fall-back option in case the 
programme fails, like letting the other centres take it over. There were some suggestions regarding starting 
with a programme of shorter duration. However, it was noted that one-year programmes are not attractive 
to prospective students and hence useless. Starting a two-year Master’s programme too would not be 
effective as there are already such programmes running soundly in ISI Kolkata and Delhi. It was also noted 
that though the Government had sanctioned a number of faculty and visiting positions for the ISI NE Centre 
at Tezpur, the posts had not been sanctioned till date. However, the sanction process was in its final stages. 
It was then suggested that the programme be initiated a year after the recruitment is completed. There 
was a query regarding whether the students completing the proposed programme successfully would get 
automatic admission to the MS (QE) programme of ISI, the response to which was in the negative. 

 
The need to dismantle the present Standing Committee and to reconstitute it was reiterated. The 
Chairperson suggested the inclusion of external experts in this committee. Prof. Sarkar requested that the 
time-frame should be kept in mind when asking this committee to give its opinion. It was resolved that the 
Standing Committee formed by Office Order no. DS/2018-19/1049A of March 13, 2019, to vet all proposals 
for new academic programmes in ISI, would be reconstituted with external experts and at least one existing 
member, and would be requested to re-examine the proposal in a time-bound fashion. 

 
Resolution: It was resolved that the Standing Committee formed by Office Order no. DS/2018-19/1049A 
of March 13, 2019, to vet all proposals for new academic programmes in ISI, would be reconstituted 
with external experts and at least one existing member, and would be requested to re-examine the 
proposal for a new undergraduate programme in Quantitative  Economics at the ISI North-east Centre 
in a time-bound fashion. 
 
 
Agenda item 3.9.  Proposal for revision of PGDSMA Programme Curriculum. 
 
Resolution: It was resolved that a committee with Prof. Sumitra Purkayastha as chairman and 
Profs. Ayanendranath Basu and Sushama Bendre as members would be constituted to make 
recommendations regarding revision of the curriculum of the PGDSMA programmme. 
 
 
Agenda item 3.10. Proposal to include non-permanent faculty members as possible co- 
supervisors of Projects and Dissertations in the M.Stat. Programme. 

 
After a brief discussion, it was resolved that all visiting (including INSPIRE) faculty, whose tenure in ISI 
includes the semester concerned, can be co-supervisors of Master’s degree projects/dissertations. In 
addition, in response to complaints from several members regarding the functioning of the Project 
Evaluation Committee for the M.Stat. programme in recent years, it was also recommended that the terms 
of reference of this committee should be looked into. 

 
 
 
 



Resolution: It was resolved that all visiting (including INSPIRE) faculty, whose tenure in ISI 
includes the semester concerned, can be co-supervisors of Master’s projects/dissertations. It 
was also recommended that the terms of reference of Project Evaluation Committee for the 
M.Stat. programme should be looked into, in order to address issues that had led to complaints 
about its functioning in recent years. 

 
 
Agenda item 3.11. Introduction of a Two-Year Master’s Programme in Data Science in the 
Indian Statistical Institute 

 
There was considerable discussion both in favour of and against this proposal. Those in favour of the proposal 
generally felt that such a programme was the need of the day, ISI had the most appropriate expertise to 
design and conduct such a programme and this was the right time to start planning for it. Those who spoke 
against the proposal were either unsure about what Data Science is or were sceptical about how a new 
programme could be conducted smoothly, given the current shortage of teachers and inadequate 
infrastructure, which is affecting the smooth running of existing programmes. Some also felt that instead of 
starting a separate programme, the need for training in Data Science could be met through a specialization 
in the M.Stat. programme. It was also pointed out that the revised M.Tech.(CS) curriculum has provision for 
a Data Science track, which could fulfil the same objective. There was also apprehension that Data Science 
was a fad and could go out of fashion in a few years. The Chairperson wrapped up the discussion by 
welcoming the proposal and urging members to follow it up in earnest on account of its great relevance in 
the present day. It was decided to form a committee to pursue this proposal by examining it in greater 
depth. 

 
Resolution: It was resolved that a committee would be constituted to pursue the proposal for 
introduction of a two-year Master’s Programme in Data Science in the Indian Statistical Institute, by 
examining it in greater depth. 

 

 
Agenda item 3.12.    PGDBA Syllabus review Committee 

 
Resolution: It was resolved that a committee with Prof. Amitava Bandyopadhyay as chairman 
would be constituted to make recommendations regarding revision of the curriculum of the 
courses taught in the first semester of the PGDBA programmme at ISI. Other members of the 
committee would be decided by the Dean of Studies in consultation with Prof. 
Bandyopadhyay. 
 
 
 
 
 
  (Amita Pal)      (Sanghamitra Bandyopadhyay)  

Dean of Studies (Acting)     Director, ISI and      
Chairperson, Academic Council 
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