
 

 

1 Sa

2 De

3 A

4 Ab

5 Am

6 Am

7 An

8 An

9 An

10 An

11 Ar

12 Ar

13 Ay

14 B.

15 Ba

16 Bh

17 Bi

18 De
 

 

Agenda

Profess
the Aca

 

73rd  ME
HE
TH

anghamitra 

ebasis Seng
.L.N. Murth

bhay Gopal

martya Kum

mita Pal 

nil K Ghosh

nisur Raham

ntar Bandy

nup Dewan

rup Kumar

rup Ranjan 

yanendrana

S. Daya Sag

anasri Basu 

habatosh Ch

iswabrata P

eba Prasad 

a item no. 1

or Sangham
ademic Cou

INDIAN
203

EETING OF
ELD ON M
HE CSSC V

 Bandyopad

gupta (Conv
hy 

l Bhatt 

mar Dutta 

h 

man 

opadhyay 

nji 

 Pal 

 Mukhopad

ath Basu 

gar 

 

handa 

Pradhan 

 Mondal 

1.1: Openin

mitra Bandy
uncil. Most o

N STAT
3 B.T. Ro

F THE ACA
MARCH 1, 20
VIDEO CON

PRO

MEMBE

dhyay (Cha

vener) 19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
dhyay 29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

ng remarks

yopadhyay, 
of the memb

 

1 

TISTICA
oad, Kolk

ADEMIC CO
021 AT 03:0

NFERENCE
 

OCEEDI

ERS/INVIT

air) 
Debashish

Dhurjati P

Dipti Pras

G. Ravind

Goutam M

Gurupras

Isha Dew

Jaydeb Sa

Kishor Sa

Mahuya D

Manish K

Mrinal Ka

Nabanita 

Nandini D

Niladri Se

Paramita 

Parthasar

s by the Ch

Chair, welc
bers joined 

AL INST
kata 700

 

OUNCIL OF
00 P.M. ONL
E ROOM, IS

NGS  

TEES PRESE

h Goswami

Prasad Seng

sad Mukher

dran 

Mukherjee 

sad Kar 

an 

arkar 

atpathy 

Datta 

Kumar 

anti Das 

 Das 

Das 

ekhar Dash 

 Das 

rathi Ghosh

hairperson

comed the m
online. 

TITUTE 
108  

F THE INST
LINE AND 

SI, KOLKAT

ENT 

 36 
gupta 37 
rjee 38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 
 50 

51 
 52 

members to 

TITUTE  
IN  
TA 

 Pradipta 

 Prasun D

 Rajat Kum

 Rituparn

 Rudra P S

 Samir Kr

 Sandip D

 Saurabh G

 Shanta La

 Siva Athr

 Souvik R

 Surajit Pa

 Sushama

 Sushmita

 Susmita S

 Swagato 

 S.P. Inam

the 73rd me

 Maji 

Das 

mar De 

a Sen 

Sarkar 

. Neogy 

Das 

Ghosh 

aishram 

reya 

Roy 

al 

a M. Bendre

a Mitra 

Sur-Kolay 

 K. Ray 

mdar (invitee

eeting of 

 

e) 



2 
 

GROUP A: REPORTING MATTERS 

Agenda item no. 2.1: Proceedings of 72nd Meeting of the AC 

The Dean of Studies reported that the proceedings of the meeting have already been 
circulated and subsequently updated and signed by the Dean and the Director. The Action 
Taken Report on (ATR) the resolutions passed in this meeting was circulated on February 24.  

Agenda item no. 2.2: Status of admissions and teaching, extension of research fellows 
and final syllabus of the PGDARSMA programme 

i. Status of admissions. The Dean of Studies reported that the admission test of 2021 
will be held on 18 July 2021, with a view to starting the 2021-22 semester classes for 
incoming students on 20 September 2021. As in the past, the forenoon test will be 
multiple choice and OMR based (except for a few JRF programmes) and the 
afternoon test would be paper based. Answer-script evaluation of all short-answer-
type paper based tests would be manual, while interviews can be physical or online. 
Online application would be accepted through a portal on cloud platform, with 
payment management. Only the OMR part of the test will be outsourced. An 
Admission Test Committee is tasked with the physical conduct of the examination, 
mostly as per the procedure followed in 2019 and at the locations used that year. Seat 
allocation and management (three rounds) would be made through our existing e-gov 
portal. Separate committees are looking after different aspects of the admission 
process. Selection committees for admission of candidates to different courses have 
also been formed. 

ii. Status of classes. The Dean of studies reported that examinations at Kolkata, Giridih, 
Chennai and Tezpur are being held in physical mode. This includes mid-semester 
examinations for continuing batches and end-semester examinations of recently 
admitted batches. The second semester of the recently admitted batches would be 
conducted in the online mode for the courses at Delhi, Bangalore and Chennai, in the 
physical mode at Giridih and Tezpur, and in a mixed mode at Kolkata. Arrangements 
are being made for completion of final admission of 2020 through physical 
verification of documents and other formalities for all non-JRF students before the 
end of March. In the case of JRFs this process had taken place in December 2020. 

iii. Conditional extension of research fellows during 2020 pandemic. The Dean of studies 
reported that in April 2020 UGC had issued a set of Guidelines on examinations and 
academic calendar for the universities in view of COVID-19 pandemic and 
subsequent lockdown. Paragraph 13 of these guidelines had provided for six months' 
extension of tenure of PhD students for submission of thesis, completion of 
formalities or work towards thesis submission. Prof. Goutam Mukherjee, the then 
Dean of Studies, after consultation with the top administration, had followed these 
guidelines in respect of ISI JRFs and SRFs. 

iv. Final syllabus of the PGDARSMA programme. The Dean of Studies reported that it 
had been resolved in the 71st meeting of the AC, held on 6 January and 20 January 
2020, that the proposed programme in Giridih would be introduced from the academic 
session 2020-21 and a small group of faculty members would discuss and modify the 
syllabus of the programmes on Statistics and Computer Science. Prof. Goutam 
Mukherjee, the then Dean of Studies, had complied with this resolution. The Dean 
placed the student’s brochure of the PGDARSMA programme (circulated previously 
as Annexure 2), including the final syllabus, on record. 



3 
 

 

GROUP –B : FOR DISCUSSION & DECISIONS 

Agenda item no. 3.1: Confirmation of Proceedings of the 72nd meeting of the AC 

The Dean of Studies placed the final version of the proceedings for confirmation by the AC.  

The AC confirmed the Proceedings of the 72nd meeting of the AC. 

 

Agenda item no. 3.2: Matters arising out of the 72nd meeting of the AC – Discussion on 
modified report of BMath curriculum review committee 

Professor Shreedhar Inamdar, Chair of the BMath curriculum Review Committee, explained 
that an additional elective course has been included in the syllabus, in order to bring the total 
number of courses to 30 as desired by the AC. As per the modified report there will be five 
courses in every semester.  

It was resolved that the Modified Report of the BMath Curriculum Review Committee, 
presented as Annexure 3, is accepted. The new syllabus will be adopted from the 
academic year 2021-22. 

 

Agenda item no. 3.3: Discussion on the report of the Committee on waiver policy for 
JRF programmes 

Professor Nabanita Das, Chair of the committee constituted in accordance with a resolution 
adopted in the 70th meeting of the AC, explained that the committee had considered carefully 
the inputs received from various quarters and analysed admissions data of the recent past. 
The committee felt that the policy of direct interview of qualified post-graduates with a 
master’s degree from ISI is justified, but its current implementation is faulty as it rewards 
internal candidates at the expense of external ones. In order to rectify this imbalance, the 
committee has proposed a linear mapping of the aggregate score received by ISI students in 
their first three semesters to the range of written test scores obtained by external candidates. 
The thresholds used in this mapping would ensure that internal candidates do not have an 
unfair advantage. Several members objected to the very idea of waiver, particularly because 
fellowships are awarded on the basis of this selection, and wondered whether the committee 
had properly considered the question of having the waiver at all. The Dean explained that the 
committee did have the mandate to examine that question, as desired by the AC in its 70th 
meeting. Prof. Das confirmed that the committee had applied its collective mind to the issue 
and arrived at the unanimous view that the waiver system is justified if applied properly. 
Some members expressed that other institutions also provide incentives to their own students 
to apply for their research programmes. Prof. Das noted that her committee had also 
considered the possibilities of (i) an integrated Master’s/PhD programme, which may be 
adopted later and (ii) a separate channel for admission of internal candidates, which may be 
adopted in the medium term. The committee had suggested the linear mapping formula as an 
easily implementable solution till these channels evolve in future and keeping in view the 
imminent admission tests of 2021-22. 

There was general appreciation of the work of the committee and a sense that if the waiver is 
to be retained then the formula suggested by the committee is better than the existing waiver 
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formula. There was also a consensus that the scores of the ISI students graduating from 
master’s programmes of ISI in 2021, which would be relevant for waiver in the 2021-22 
admissions to the JRF programmes, would include scores of online examinations, and would 
thus be unsuitable for waiver. Therefore, there should be no waiver for the JRF admissions 
this year. In the absence of the short term need of a waiver formula for 2021-22 JRF 
admissions, the longer term solution may be taken up as part of a general revision of selection 
policy. 

It was resolved that there will be no waiver of written tests for ISI students applying for 
JRF programmes of ISI in 2021-22, and that the exploration of a direct channel for the 
future admission of such students to the JRF programmes of ISI would be included 
specifically in the mandate of the next review of the selection policy. 

 

Agenda item no. 3.4: Post-facto finalization of general rules, method of examinations, 
pass/fail rules and award of diploma for the PGDARSMA programme at Giridih 

Professor Biswabrata Pradhan, Associate Dean (Courses), explained that the present form of 
the student’s brochure (circulated previously as Annexure 2 and presented in this meeting as 
a reporting item) only mentions: “The general rules to enable the students to appear for the 
examinations as well as the rules for pass / fail, award of degrees and repeating years in case 
a student fails to pass examinations during a semester will be as per the existing rules of the 
Institute.” However, the general rules given in the website are meant for the degree 
programmes of the Institute, which run for two to three years. Many of the rules cannot be 
applicable to single-year post-graduate diploma programmes. He presented a set of rules 
currently followed in the PGDSMA programme (circulated previously as Annexure 5) and 
placed it as PGDARSMA rules for post-facto approval of the AC, as the classes of the first 
batch of the PGDARSMA programme are already in progress. 

It was resolved that the general rules, method of examinations, pass/fail rules and 
award of diploma for the PGDARSMA programme at Giridih, as presented in 
Annexure 5, are approved post facto. 

 

Agenda item no. 3.5: Proposal to offer the MMath programme every year in Kolkata 

On behalf of the proposers, Professor Mahuya Datta presented the gist of the proposal 
circulated previously as Annexure 6. She said offering the course every year will bring some 
continuity in terms of junior students being advised by senior students. Further, more students 
will have the opportunity to enrol in the programme and the pool of candidates for the JRF-
Math programme will be richer. In response to a specific query about teaching load, she said 
that the Stat Math Unit at Kolkata is ready to take the teaching load associated with existing 
courses as well as the additional load arising from this proposal, with the existing teaching 
resources. Colleagues from Bangalore pointed towards implications on the MMath 
programme at Bangalore. There was general consensus that even though the MMath 
programme is already approved by the AC, teaching and other resources need to be 
ascertained by a committee before the proposal can be accepted. After some deliberation, the 
composition of the committee was left to the Director and the Dean. 

. 
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It was resolved that the Dean in consultation with the Director would constitute a 
committee to ascertain the adequacy of teaching and other resources and also to assess 
the implications of running the MMath programme every year in Kolkata. 

 

Agenda item no. 3.6: Proposal to introduce two MTech (CS) elective courses: Quantum 
Computation and Quantum Information Theory, in lieu of a single existing course 

Professor Susmita Sur-Kolay, on behalf of the proposers, explained that the proposal is to 
expand the existing elective course on Quantum Information Processing and Quantum 
Computing into two separate courses. The course on Quantum Computation would have a 
substantial lab component, for which the team of Quantum Computing in IBM Research 
India has offered ISI students priority access to their IBM-Q hardware via cloud. Views of 
two external experts on the syllabus circulated as Annexure 7 has been obtained, as advised 
by the Director, and the consequent (minor) changes are placed on record. Some members 
pointed out that the proposed 35% weight on the end-semester examination of Quantum 
Computation is less than the normally stipulated weight of 50% or more, and asked whether 
an exception is being sought for this particular course. Professor Sur-Kolay explained that no 
exception is intended, but the emphasis is on delineating the practical assignments of the 
proposed courses from their theory component. The final examinations also can have these 
components. Some members asked how the two electives would be sequenced in respect of 
the overall curriculum. Professor Sur-Kolay responded that the present structure of MTech 
(CS) course is quite flexible in respect of the electives, and the matter of scheduling may be 
left to the Curriculum Implementation Committee.  

It was resolved that the updated version of the syllabus of the two courses along with 
clarification of the weights provided in this meeting will be included in the MTech-CS 
syllabus for 2021-22, and the schedule of offering the courses would be decided by the 
Curriculum Implementation Committee. The courses would also be available as 
electives to the batch that was admitted in the year 2020-21. 

 

Agenda item no. 3.7: Proposal to form a committee for review of the selection policy of 
ISI 

The Dean of Studies explained that a review of the selection policy of ISI is long overdue. 
The selection committees for admission to various courses have control only over the 
selection parameters. Colleagues serving in these committees have made suggestions from 
time time-to-time, which required a change in the policy itself. The issues previously raised 
include channels for admission of ISI graduates to research programmes of ISI, qualifying 
threshold for interviews, an age limit for eligibility, additional reservations, and many more. 
There was general unanimity about the need for a review committee for a fresh look at the 
selection policy. After some deliberation, the composition of the committee was left to the 
Director and the Dean. 

It was resolved that the Dean in consultation with the Director would constitute a 
committee for review of the selection policy of ISI, so that the new policy is applicable to 
the admission cycle of 2022-23. 
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Agenda item no. 3.8: Proposal for additional channels of admission to MTech (CS) and 
JRF (CS) 

Professor Bhabatosh Chanda, on behalf of the proposers, explained that the timing of the 
admission test of ISI does not suit the MTech (CS or CrS) and the JRF (CS) programmes. By 
that time other institutions complete their admissions on the basis of all India examinations 
like GATE and JEST. ISI can only gain by selecting students and scholars through the same 
route around the same time. This can begin as a parallel channel of admission to these 
courses, but the Institute may consider phasing out the existing channel also.  

Some members expressed that, given the fund constraints and the pressure to increase the 
number of scholars graduating with PhD degree, the Institute should have a fresh look at the 
PhD registration rules, so that more scholars with external support can earn a PhD degree 
from ISI, not only in Computer Science, but also in other areas where the Institute awards 
degrees. Such a change would expand the scope of the proposed additional channels of 
admissions while not increasing the cost burden. This would indeed require a change in the 
selection policy. However, instead of overloading the committee for reviewing the selection 
policy with this additional work, a separate committee may be asked to focus on it.  

It was resolved that the Dean in consultation with the Director would constitute a 
committee for exploring parallel channels of admission to the MTech and JRF 
programmes in areas where the Institute can award degrees, and for suggesting steps 
for facilitating the award of ISI degrees to students and scholars having external 
support. This committee and the committee formed as per the resolution of Agenda item 
no. 3.7 would work in coordination so that there is consistency in the policies 
recommended by the two committees. 

  

Agenda item no. 4: Miscellaneous: Review of PGDSMA programme of Chennai and 
Tezpur 

Professor Sushama Bendre said that a committee formed consequent to a decision taken at the 
70th meeting of the AC has just submitted its report on a much needed review of the 
PGDSMA programme. The Dean confirmed that the report had just been received, and it will 
be highly desirable that the AC is able to finalize the requisite changes in the programme 
before the start of the 2021-22 academic session. He suggested that he would circulate the 
report of the committee soon after the AC meeting and seek the views of the members within 
a couple of weeks. If deliberations become necessary, that can take place in the next meeting 
of the AC, possibly in the month of June. 

It was resolved that whatever views the members might have on the report of the 
PGDSMA review committee, they would provide the same in writing within two weeks 
of receipt of the report, so as to facilitate further action on the report. 

 

sd/- sd/- 
Sanghamitra Bandyopadhyay Debasis Sengupta 

Director, ISI and Dean of Studies and 
Chair, Academic Council Convener, Academic Council 

 


