
 

INDIAN STATISTICAL INSTITUTE
203 B.T. Road, Kolkata 700108

74th  MEETING OF THE ACADEMIC COUNCIL OF THE INSTITUTE 
HELD ON 

 

MEMBERS/INVITEES PRESENT

1 Sanghamitra Bandyopadhyay (Chair)

2 Debasis Sengupta (Convener)

3 Abhay Gopal Bhatt 

4 Anisur Rahaman Molla 

5 Ansuman Banerjee 

6 Antar Bandyopadhyay 

7 Anup Dewanji 

8 Arijit Bishnu 

9 Arup Kumar Pal 

10 B.S. Daya Sagar 

11 B.V. Rajaram Bhat 

12 Banasri Basu 

13 Bhabatosh Chanda 

14 Biswabrata Pradhan 

15 Deba Prasad Mondal 
 

 

Agenda item no. 1.1: Opening remarks by the Chairperson

Professor Sanghamitra Bandyopadhyay, Chair, welcomed the members to the 7
the Academic Council. 
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PROCEEDINGS  

MEMBERS/INVITEES PRESENT 

Sanghamitra Bandyopadhyay (Chair) 

Sengupta (Convener) 16 Devika Madalli 30 Parthanil Roy

17 Debashish Goswami 31 Parthasarathi Ghosh

18 Dipti Prasad Mukherjee 32 Pradipta Maji

19 G. Ravindran 33 Prasun Das

20 Isha Dewan 34 Ranjan Sett

21 Jaydeb Sarkar 35 Samir Kr. Neogy

22 Mahuya Datta 36 Saurabh Ghosh

23 Mandar Mitra 37 Shanta Laishram

24 Manish Kumar 38 Siva Athreya

25 Mridul Nandi 39 Smarajit Bose

26 Nabanita Das 40 Souvik Roy

27 Nandini Das 41 Sushama M. Bendre

28 Nikhil Ranjan Pal 42 Susmita Sur

29 Paramita Das 43 S.P. Inamdar (invitee)
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MEETING OF THE ACADEMIC COUNCIL OF THE INSTITUTE  

Parthanil Roy 

Parthasarathi Ghosh 

Pradipta Maji 

Prasun Das 

Ranjan Sett 

Samir Kr. Neogy 

Saurabh Ghosh 

Shanta Laishram 

Siva Athreya 

Smarajit Bose 

Souvik Roy 

Sushama M. Bendre 

Susmita Sur-Kolay 

S.P. Inamdar (invitee) 

Professor Sanghamitra Bandyopadhyay, Chair, welcomed the members to the 74th meeting of 



2 
 

GROUP A: REPORTING MATTERS 

Agenda item no. 2.1: Proceedings of 73rd Meeting of the AC 

The Dean of Studies reported that the proceedings of the meeting have already been 
circulated and subsequently updated and signed by the Dean and the Director. The Action 
Taken Report on (ATR) the resolutions passed in this meeting was circulated on June 7.  

Agenda item no. 2.2: Other reporting matters 

i. MS-LIS and PGD-SMA curricula review. The Dean of Studies mentioned that the 
reports of the MS-LIS and the PGD-SMA review committee set up pursuant to 
decisions taken in the 66th and 70th meetings, respectively, of the AC had been 
circulated on 9 May and 25 March, respectively (Annexure 1 and 2, respectively). 
Only one member, Dr. Rituparna Sen, raised a question about the syllabus of a 
particular PGD-SMA course. The syllabus of that course was adjusted to the 
satisfaction of the committee as well as Dr. Sen. The final reports of the two 
committees were also circulated prior to the meeting as annexure to the agenda. Thus 
the revised syllabus of the two courses may be deemed to the approved by the 
Academic Council for being effective from the Academic Year 2021-22.  

ii. Partnership Agreement with Coursera. The Dean of Studies reported that Coursera, a 
leading online course provider had approached ISI soliciting digital modules that ISI 
can produce. Apart from the general interest shown by individual teachers regarding 
stand-alone online courses, there was specific interest in the online/e-module PG 
diploma course already being considered by the Academic Council. After several 
rounds of discussion and vetting, a partnership agreement between ISI and Coursera 
was on the verge of being signed. The agreement is expected to pave the way for ISI 
courses reaching wider sections of students, and also produce revenues for ISI. 

iii. Status of admissions. The Dean of Studies reported that after being run for about a 
month, the application window in the admission portal was closed on 1st June, and 
acceptance of payments was stopped on 5th June. A total of 13,247 completed 
applications had been received. The heterogeneous state of the pandemic in various 
parts of the country would be a challenge to conducting the Admission Test 2021 at 
any time in the near future. A decision about its possible postponement would be 
taken in mid-June.  

iv. Status of classes. The Dean of studies reported that online classes of first year 
students were continuing, while examinations of other batches were being held. There 
have been difficulties and disruptions due to the second wave of the pandemic. 

v. PGD-ARSMA Brochure. The Dean of studies reported that the rules and regulations 
approved in the 73rd AC have been incorporated in the PGD-ARSMA Brochure, 
which will be placed later in this meeting for the approval of the Academic Council. 

 

GROUP –B : FOR DISCUSSION & DECISIONS 

Agenda item no. 3.1: Confirmation of Proceedings of the 73rd meeting of the AC 

The Dean of Studies placed the final version of the proceedings for confirmation by the AC.  

The AC confirmed the Proceedings of the 73rd meeting of the AC. 



3 
 

 

Agenda item no. 3.2: Matters arising out of the 73rd meeting of the AC  

i. Approval of updated Students’ Brochure of BMath (Hons). The Dean of Studies stated 
that a revised curriculum of the BMath (Hons) course was approved in the 73rd 
meeting of the Academic Council. As per a decision taken in that meeting, the revised 
syllabus will be effective from the 2021-22 academic year. The BMath (Hons) 
Students’ Brochure has been updated accordingly and is now being placed for 
approval of the Academic Council. There was no objection from any member. 

ii. Approval of updated Students’ Brochure of PGD-ARSMA. The Dean of Studies stated 
that the first brochure of the PGD-ARSMA course was taken on record in the 73rd 
meeting of the Academic Council. A detailed version of the rules and regulations of 
that programme, which had not been spelled out clearly in that brochure but coincided 
with the rules/regulations being followed in the PGD-SMA programme, were also 
accepted in that meeting, with retrospective effect. The PGD-ARSMA Students’ 
Brochure has been updated by combining the two documents, for applicability from 
the 2020-21 academic year. It is now being placed for retrospective approval of the 
Academic Council. There was no objection from any member. 

iii. Approval of the updated Students’ Brochure of MTech (CS). The Dean of Studies 
stated that two new elective courses of the MTech (CS) programme were approved in 
lieu of an existing elective course in the 73rd meeting of the Academic Council. As per 
a decision taken in that meeting, the new courses can be offered from the Academic 
Year 2021-22. Thus, the elective courses would be available to the batch that had 
entered the programme in the 2020-21 academic year. The MTech (CS) Students’ 
Brochure was revised to incorporate the change in elective courses. The occasion for 
this revision was also used to delete some text relating tasks of the Dean’s Office and 
to insert some changes to resolve conflict with the general brochure on rules and 
regulations for all non-JRF degree courses. These changes were marked in the 
brochure and separately listed also. The revised brochure, to be effective from 2021-
22, should have approval of the Academic Council. Some members raised issues 
about the remaining conflicts as well as other inconsistencies. The Chair pointed out 
that she felt there were discrepancies in the weightages of some subjects that she 
would find out and report later.  
 

It was resolved that the modified Students’ Brochures of the BMath (Hons.) and PGD-
ARSMA programmes, presented as Annexure 3 and 4, respectively, are accepted. It was 
also resolved that the remaining issues of the modified MTech (CS) Students’ Brochure, 
presented as Annexure 5, would be ironed out by the Curriculum Implementation 
Committee in the next few weeks, so that it could be finalized by the Director and the 
Dean in time for the academic year 2021-22. 

Agenda item no. 3.3: Approval of the updated Students’ Brochures of MS-LIS and 
PGD-SMA 

The Dean of Studies reported that after the approval by circulation of the revised MS-LS 
curriculum, as reported above, the Students’ Brochure, to be effective from the Academic 
Year 2021-22, has been updated accordingly with references added. The same was being 
placed for approval of the Academic Council. Likewise, the PGD-SMA brochure, to be 
effective from the Academic Year 2021-22, has been updated in accordance with the 
approved curriculum review, reported above, and is being placed for approval of the 
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Academic Council. The members generally found the updated brochures acceptable. There 
was confusion about the distinction among colloquium, seminar and dissertation mentioned 
in the proposed MS-LIS syllabus, which were clarified by Professor Shreedhar Inamdar, 
Chair of the review committee.  

It was resolved that the modified Students’ Brochures of the MS-LIS and PGD-SMA 
programmes, presented as Annexure 6 and 7, respectively, are accepted subject to some 
clarifications in respect of seminar and dissertation being added to the MS-LIS 
brochure. The Review Committee was authorized to insert these clarifications. 

 

Agenda item no. 3.4: Consideration of the final report of the Committee on e-module for 
a certificate/diploma course on the management, analysis and interpretation of official 
data 

A committee was constituted originally in the 60th meeting of the AC for formulating a 
course on official statistics, and was tasked again in the 72nd meeting of the AC with 
formulating a detailed curriculum for electronic delivery. Professor Anup Dewanji, Chair of 
the committee, explained that the Dean of Studies had conveyed to the committee about the 
imminent Partnership Agreement between ISI and Coursera, and that this e-module may be 
delivered online by Coursera. The possibility of reaching a larger audience has been 
considered in the six-month certificate cum twelve-month diploma course proposed by the 
committee, with the altered title Post Graduate Diploma in Applied Statistics (PGDAS). Prof. 
Dewanji explained the salient features of the programme, described in detail in Annexure 8. 
He mentioned that a TAC-DCSW project undertaken by the Sampling and Official Statistics 
Unit of ISI during 2021-23 would facilitate development of the content. Members had several 
questions about the proposed online programme, which were answered by Prof. Dewanji and 
the Dean of Studies. In particular, it was clarified that (a) the requirement of recurring 
teaching resources for a given batch of students will be only two classes per week for a 
particular subject, (b) the content delivered online would also be accessible by ISI students 
free of charge, (c) the IPR of the content would remain with ISI, who will be able to reuse it 
for another purpose internally. The chair expressed some reservations about an admission 
channel being designated as one with no course fee.  

It was resolved that the proposed curriculum of the PGDAS programme would be 
accepted for content development and delivery through the online platform Coursera. 
The Director and the Dean would finalize the matter of alternate channel of admission 
and partial/full fee waiver. 

 

Agenda item no. 3.5: Consideration of the report of the reconstituted MMath Review 
Committee 

On behalf of the Review Committee, Chairman Dr. Manish Kumar presented the summary of 
the changes proposed in revised curriculum circulated previously as Annexure 9. He said that 
the list of second year compulsory courses has been altered from what had been proposed by 
the earlier committee chaired by Professor Debashish Goswami, and no distinction was made 
among the elective courses.  Fourier Analysis and a simplified version of PDE has been made 
compulsory. Differential Topology has been made elective, but some of its elementary topics 
has been included in the compulsory course Differential Geometry I. Some MStat courses 
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have been formally included as electives for MMath. Further, MMath students have been 
allowed to take elective courses from other postgraduate programmes too.  

Strong objections were raised by a few members who felt that the syllabus of the earlier 
committee had been more acceptable to them. The Dean of Studies reported some written 
feedback he had received prior to the meeting. One of these supported the view that the 
earlier proposal was better, while others argued that the syllabus proposed by both the 
committees kept an advanced level probability course that should have been preceded by a 
more basic level course. After it became clear that deliberations in the meeting would not 
provide a consensus, the Dean of Studies was asked to hold joint discussions between the 
members who held divergent views in order to work towards a resolution of the issues. 

It was resolved that the Dean of Studies would hold discussions in the next few weeks 
with an objective of reaching a consensus on the revised MMath curriculum. 

 

Agenda item no. 3.6: Consideration of a proposal to modify the syllabi of three 
compulsory courses in the Actuarial Statistics track of MStat 2nd Year 

Professor Anup Dewanji, speaking on behalf of the proposers, explained the salient points of 
the proposed changes, which involved some reorganization of topics, additions and deletions 
in the syllabus of Actuarial Methods, Actuarial Models and Life Contingencies which were 
aimed at restoring the previously existing arrangement of exemption of qualifying ISI 
students from professional examinations in the actuarial discipline, and paving the way for 
resumption of the Actuarial Statistics track of MStat. No member expressed any objection to 
the proposed changes.  

It was resolved that the updated version of the syllabus of the three courses will be 
included in the MStat syllabus for 2021-22, and will also apply to the courses to be 
offered in 2021-22 for the second year batch that had been admitted in the year 2020-21. 

 

Agenda item no. 3.7: Consideration of a proposal to tighten the criteria for direct 
admission from BStat to MStat and BMath to MMath 

Professor Saurabh Ghosh, speaking on behalf of the proposers, said that the current 
requirement for direct admission to the MStat and the MMath Programmes from the BStat 
(Hons) and the BMath (Hons) Programmes, respectively, almost guarantees safe passage, and 
this was a disincentive for their studies. Their proposal was to raise the qualifying percentage 
from 45% to 60%. Some members objected to the proposal saying that it would put 
unnecessary stress of the students. Others mentioned competition from integrated master’s 
programmes (with exit option) in related areas, which provided guaranteed transition from 
the undergraduate to the graduate level without further screening. 

It was resolved that the proposal was not acceptable. 

 

Agenda item no. 3.8: Consideration of a proposal regarding cancellation of interviews 
for non-JRF admissions in 2021-22 

Professor Abhay G. Bhatt, speaking on behalf of the proposers, said that in view of the 
Covid-19 pandemic continuing to disrupt normal life in the country, the interview component 



6 
 

of the admission process of non-PhD courses be skipped. Some members supported the view, 
saying that online interview, which is likely to replace physical interviews this year, is not a 
useful tool for screening. Dr. Prasun Das argued that with more than a month left for the 
admission test and an even longer period available before the interviews, it would be 
premature to discard the interviews right away. If necessary the issue may be considered after 
a few weeks. However, it became clear after some deliberation that the level of support 
needed to conduct the interviews did not exist among the members. 

It was resolved that the interviews would be dropped from the process of admission to 
non-JRF courses in 2021-22. Dr. Prasun Das recorded his dissent. 

  

Agenda item no. 3.9: Consideration of the final report of the Committee on procedure of 
awarding DSc Honoris Causa 

Professor Nikhil Pal, Chair of the Committee, explained that the three issues left undecided in 
the 72nd meeting of the Academic Council have been resolved. In particular, the eligibility 
criterion has been rephrased to exclude posthumous conferral and to avoid conflict of interest, 
a discretionary screening by the Dean and the Director has been included prior to forwarding 
of a proposal to the Chairman of the Council, and the timing of informal consent from the 
nominee has been shifted towards the end of the vetting process. It was suggested that Step 
(ii) of the proposed selection procedure be modified to give the Chairman the discretion to 
decide whether the nomination is worth further consideration, and limits his/her responsibility 
to advising the Director about forming the evaluation committee. 

It was resolved that the proposal was accepted with the following change in step (ii) of 
the selection procedure: “If the Chairman thinks that the nomination is worth further 
consideration, he/she advises the Director about the formation of five-member 
committee for evaluation, to be formed by the Director”. 

 

Agenda item no. 4: Miscellaneous: Updating of General Brochure 

Professor Biswabrata Pradhan pointed out that the General Information, Rules and 
Regulations for the Bachelors and the Masters Degree Programmes specifically mention the 
degree programmes covered by it, but MTech (Cryptology and Security) is not mentioned. 
This omission has to be rectified. Further, the amounts of stipend mentioned in that brochure 
should be updated to reflect recent changes. It was pointed out that minor and routine changes 
in the Brochure may be made by the Dean of Studies without referring the matter back to the 
the Acaedemic Council. 

It was resolved that the General Brochure would be updated to include the MTech 
(Cryptology and Security) programme and the modified rates of stipends. Further 
changes of routine and minor nature, in respect of any of the brochures, may be made 
by the Dean of Studies. 

 

sd/-            sd/- 

Sanghamitra Bandyopadhyay Debasis Sengupta 
Director, ISI and Dean of Studies and 

Chair, Academic Council Convener, Academic Council 


