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Agenda item no. 1.1: Opening remarks by the Chairperson 

At the request of Professor Sanghamitra Bandyopadhyay, Chair, Professor Debasis Sengupta 
Convener, welcomed the members to the 77th meeting of the Academic Council. 

 
 
GROUP A: REPORTING MATTERS 

Agenda item no. 2.1: Proceedings of 76th Meeting of the AC 

The Dean of Studies reported that the proceedings of the meeting was circulated on December 
26 2021 along with the proceedings of the follow-up special meeting held on December 
13 2021, and subsequently updated and signed by the Dean and the Director. 

 
Agenda item no. 2.2: Other reporting matters 

i. Status of admission. The Dean of Studies reported that the process of admitting new 
students and scholars was almost complete. Most of the selected BStat and BMath 
candidates have already taken provisional admission. Their classes would start from 
22 August. Students and scholars of other programmes were attending on campus 
classes from August 1 after having got their admissions confirmed. Considering that 
the academic year 2020-21 had started on 1 December, four months of lag due to 
COVID19 have been regained in respect of these programmes. 

ii. Status of classes/examinations. The Dean of studies reported that the classes of the 
new online programme PGDAS will start from 28 August. Classes of all the on 
campus programmes are being held in classrooms. For some subjects teachers from a 
different campus of ISI are teaching virtually, mostly through video conferencing. 

iii. Status of hostels. The Dean of studies reported that the Gupta Niwas Hostel was 
almost ready, and would be available for reoccupation by MTech students in a few 
days. 

iv. On 8 January, 2022, a proposal to hold all final examinations of the first semester of 
2021-22 in the online mode, with the minimum weightage of 40% on the same for 
computation of the composite score, received approval of the Academic Council by 
circulation. 

v. Special Topics courses of MMath for 2021-22 II Semester. On 7 February, 2022, a 
proposal to offer the MStat II Year courses, 
• Egrodic Theory, 
• Brownian Motion and Diffusions and 
• Weak Convergence and Empirical Processes 
concurrently as “Special topics” courses of MMath II Year, received approval of the 
Academic Council by circulation. 

vi. MStat I Year elective in MStat II Year. On 11 February, 2022, a proposal to offer 
Stochastic Processes, an MStat I Year (NB stream) elective course that could not be 
offered last year, to an MStat II Year (Probability Specialization) student as a non- 
credit course, received approval of the Academic Council by circulation. 

vii. New IIMC course for PGDBA. On 8 March, 2022, a proposal to offer the new elective 
course Leading Professional Teams for PGDBA, to be taught by IIMC in the third 
semester, received approval of the Academic Council by circulation. 
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GROUP B : FOR DISCUSSION & DECISIONS 
 
 
Agenda item no. 3.1: Confirmation of Proceedings of the 76th meeting of the AC 

The Dean of Studies mentioned that the Action Taken Report (ATR) on the resolutions 
passed in the 76th meeting was circulated on July 26 along with the agenda of the present 
meeting. He proposed confirmation of the final version of the proceedings by the AC. There 
was no objection from any member to this proposal. Some members said that the 
deliberations of the 77th (current) meeting cannot be transacted until the proceedings of the 
special and emergent meetings held in between the 76th and the 77th meetings are confirmed. 
The Chair allowed the proceedings to continue saying that the proceedings of the said meetings 
would be placed for confirmation in the next meeting. 

The AC confirmed the Proceedings of the 76th meeting of the AC. 
 
 
 
Agenda item no. 3.2: Consideration of the report of the AC mandated committee for 
proposing guidelines of evaluation of theses 

On behalf of the Thesis Evaluation Guidelines Committee, Prof. Arup Kumar Pal presented 
the key recommendations mentioned in their report (Annexure 1). The broad guidelines 
suggested by the Committee touched upon the issues of choice of experts (exclusion criterion, 
designation and experience, foreign experts, common names in both lists, common experts 
for review and viva), disclosing names of experts (with consent of referee), time limits (about 
two months), subject-wise RFAC, registration fee (any revision to be in consultation with the 
committees), plagiarism check and submission through online portal to facilitate timely 
reminders, and overall management of the review cycle. There were also some other 
suggestions on remuneration and paperwork (timely payment of Rs. 20,000 or $300 for 
review and Rs.5,000 or $100 for viva and simplified paperwork), registration and format of 
synopsis and thesis. 

It was pointed out by some members that co-authors of the scholar in papers not included in 
the thesis need not be excluded from the list of experts. As for the experience of the 
prospective referee, some members felt that the referee should have considerable experience 
in supervising PhD theses. Others expressed that this suggestion cannot be implemented in 
practice. There was general concurrence on the recommendations of the Committee on 
evaluation issues, contained in Part A of the Committee's report. 

In addition, suggestions on the 'Format of the Synopsis and the Thesis', contained in Part B of 
the Committee's report, were deemed important for facilitating evaluation. Among these 
suggestions, inclusion of the list of publications in the synopsis document and the thesis 
document was deemed unnecessary and better left to the scholar and the supervisor. All other 
items were found acceptable. 

There was much discussion on 'Subject-wise RFAC' contained in Part A of the Committee's 
report and other pre-submission issues contained in Part B of the report, but there was no 
convergence of views. It was felt that finance related matters were beyond the purview of 
AC, while the other pre-submission issues were beyond the purview of this committee and 
needed to be considered by another committee. 

https://www.isical.ac.in/%7Edeanweb/76th_AC_Proceedings.pdf
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It was resolved that all the recommendations of the Committee on thesis evaluation 
issues other than those related to finances, and recommendations 1, 2, 4 and 5 on 
Format of the synopsis and the thesis, were accepted with effect from 1 August 2022, 
while there would be another committee to consider the pre-submission issues flagged 
by this Committee. 

 
 
 
Agenda item no. 3.3: Consideration of the report of the AC mandated committee for 
updating the list of JRF-Statistics courses 

On behalf of the Committee, Prof. Mausumi Bose presented their report (Annexure 2) 
including the recommended list of courses. She said that the focus of the committee was on 
overall breadth, and so highly specialized courses were mostly excluded. The list is meant 
for fulfilling coursework requirements. Scholars should be free to choose additional courses 
in their own interest. There was no objection from any member. In respect prerequisites it 
was felt that the RFAC, while permitting a JRF to take a particular course, may use its 
discretion to decide whether he or she has the requisite background. 

It was resolved that the list of JRF-Statistics courses presented by the Committee is 
accepted for use from the Academic Year 2022-23. 

 
 
 
Agenda item no. 3.4: Consideration of the report of the AC mandated committee for 
rationalizing and bringing closure to past AC resolutions 

The Committee was chaired by Prof. Bhabatosh Chanda, who has since retired. The salient 
points of the report (Annexure 3) were presented by Dr. Debapriyo Majumdar, Convener. He 
said that the Committee examined the proceedings of all the meetings from 26 October 2010 
(51st meeting) to 1 September 2021 (75th meeting),and organized the dates, agenda items and 
resolutions in a spreadsheet. The few action items that were still unresolved at the time of 
examination were marked yellow/orange. The committee recommended regular updating of 
the spreadsheet after the confirmation of proceedings of future meetings. Other 
recommendations of the committee included adequate referencing of past agenda items etc. in 
the proceedings of future meetings, uniform style or format of proceedings through 
professional support, timely updating of brochures in accordance of AC resolutions, time 
bound mandate of committee with reminders for timely completion of work, and restrictions 
on public access on documentations that need not be accessible publicly. 

There was a reminder from a member to include in the file of the 77th meeting a printout of 
the spreadsheet, which was not circulated as annexure. Another member suggested hyper- 
linking of the items of the spreadsheet to proceedings available on the ISI website. 
Categorization of different parts of the proceedings by suitability for public access was 
deemed too laborious and impractical. However, the need for restricted access was generally 
appreciated. In this regard the Chair wanted to know the status of intranet in ISI, but there 
was not much clarity on that. 

It was resolved that the recommendations of the Committee were accepted in principle. 
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Agenda item no. 3.5: Consideration of the report of the AC mandated committee for 
studying feasibility offering the MMath programme in Kolkata annually 

On behalf of the Committee, Professor Saurabh Ghosh, Chair, presented the report (Annexure 
4). He said that the Committee made a list of all Mathematics courses that have to be offered 
in Kolkata in odd and even semesters if MMath is offered every year, including some basic 
courses offered by the faculty outside SMUK. The Committee was convinced that the 
requirement can be met in any semester with regular faculty of SMUK, and necessary 
redundancy may be achieved through Inspire faculty, Research Associates and NBHM 
postdoctoral fellows of the Unit. The Committee flagged two issues of implementation, 
namely, whether BMath (Hons) graduates will have the option to choose between MMath at 
Kolkata or Bangalore in odd calendar years, and whether the number of seats for admission 
should vary between odd and even years. 

  A couple of members expressed the opinion that the claimed adequacy in aggregate glosses 
over the fact that there is shortage of teachers in Algebra and allied areas. If teachers in 
Algebra are busy teaching basic and compulsory courses then there will be no scope of 
offering follow-up courses which are first courses in areas like commutative algebra, algebraic 
geometry and algebraic number theory. In the past it has often happened that other teachers, 
who are capable of teaching Algebra courses, and were willing to do so, were needed in 
other courses and allotted those courses. After several arguments and counter arguments, 
one of the two members speaking on this issue said that he would not press on the issue if the 
said shortage is recorded in the proceedings and addressed in the near future during 
recruitment. There was a general concurrence that Professors-in-Charge should ascertain 
teaching needs, as felt in teaching allocation meetings, from the Dean before embarking on 
recruitment. This point was not contested by anyone. 

The members were not in favour of deciding on the number of students, which is an 
administrative issue and has financial implications. As for the options before the BMath 
(Hons) graduates, it was felt that the matter may be decided by the Dean of Studies through 
consultation with colleagues at Bangalore and Kolkata. 

It was resolved that the MMath programme would be offered every year in Kolkata 
starting from the Academic Year 2023-24, and that the decision on whether BMath 
(Hons) graduates would have the option to choose between the two MMath venues in 
odd calendar years would be made by the Dean of Studies through consultation with 
colleagues at Bangalore and Kolkata. 

 
 
 
Agenda item no. 3.6: Consideration of a proposal to reduce the time of declaration of 
credit and non-credit courses taken by a student to two weeks from the commencement 
of the semester 

Professor Biswabrata Pradhan, Associate Dean, presented the proposal (Annexure 5), 
explaining that the excessive time given to students to make up their minds have a 
destabilizing effect on the time table, coverage of material before the mid-term examinations 
and even on the very continuation of some elective courses. The point was generally 
appreciated. A member asked for a one-time exception to allow MTech CS students   three 
weeks to communicate their options, just for the current semester. There was no objection to 
this request. 
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It was resolved that the students of all courses will have to declare their credit and non- 
credit courses, wherever necessary, within two weeks of commencement of classes. This 
decision will be applicable to MTech CS students from 2022-23 II Semester and to all 
other students from 2022-23 I Semester. 

 
 
Agenda item no. 3.7: Consideration of a proposal for some modifications in the MTech- 
CS Students' Brochure 

On behalf of the proposers, Professors Arijit Bishnu described the salient points of their 
proposal (Annexure 6), which included firmed up placement of some key courses in odd and 
even semesters, inclusion of the course Data and File Structures in the list of Pool B 
formative courses for the CS stream, making the Mentor Committee's endorsement 
mandatory for a student's registration for courses, making passing of ten (instead of nine) 
courses a student's eligibility requirement for minor project, a clarification on marks 
appearing on the mark sheet, dropping of the elective course Foundations of Data Science, 
and additional rules regarding dissertations. He explained that these proposals emerged from 
consultations involving the Curriculum Implementation Committee and the Mentor 
Committees of the first three batches under the new curriculum. There was no objection from 
any member. One member pointed out that the proposal provides for offering Statistical 
Methods in the second semester, whereas this course has already been offered to the recently 
admitted batch I the first semester. There is a transient problem with this set of offered 
courses, which will be solved if the same course is offered again in the second semester, 
just for this academic year. 

It was resolved that all the proposed modifications to the MTech CS Students' Brochure 
were accepted for implementation from the Academic Year 2022-23. In this particular 
Academic Year the course Statistical Methods will be offered in both the semesters. 

 
 
Agenda item no. 3.8: Consideration of Students' Brochure of PGDAS  online programme 

Dr. Debapriyo Majumdar, PGDAS Coordinator, presented the main features of the proposed 
brochure (Annexure 7) based on the curriculum approved in the 75th meeting of the Academic 
Council. He mentioned that while there is no need for rules on matters like attendance, other 
issues like deferral of courses from one semester to another, course fees, payment schedule 
etc. are new areas for setting rules. The Dean of Studies explained that there were some 
minor changes in the curriculum since the previous approval, which were necessitated when 
the curriculum was being organized for video delivery. 

It was suggested that there should be no ambiguity on the impact of fee revision on already 
admitted students seeking or not seeking deferral. Some members suggested dropping of the 
sentence debarring award of diploma to candidate who have been awarded a certificate based 
on the performance in the first semester. 

It was resolved that the proposed brochure is accepted with effect from 1 August 2022 
subject to two minor changes: greater clarity on impact of fee revision on continuing 
students, and eligibility for diploma in respect of students who have been awarded a 
certificate after the first semester. 
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Agenda item no. 3.9: Consideration of a proposal for inclusion of five sponsored seats in 
the MTech QROR programme for NAI officers of the Indian Navy 

Prof. Arup Ranjan Mukhopadhyay explained that the proposal (Annexure 8) was an outcome 
of interest expressed by the Office of the Director General of Naval Armament Inspection 
(DGNAI) through Dr. Prasun Das, followed by several rounds of discussion involving the 
Dean, the Director, the Deputy Director, and several teachers of MTech QROR. The matter 
was discussed in the SQCOR Unit at Kolkata, and the colleagues in the Unit were favourably 
inclined to allow these sponsored seats, subject to a few conditions. The eligibility condition 
was reasonable, and reservations were inapplicable. The remaining condition was that of the 
shortlisted officers being interviewed at ISI. While this condition aims at parity with other 
applicants to the same programme, parity with selection of Naval officers for other MTech 
programmes of the country, including our own MTech CrS, requires an interview conducted 
by DGNAI Office involving ISI experts. This modification of the proposal was found 
acceptable by the members, including colleagues at SQCOR Office at Kolkata. 

It was resolved that, with effect from the Academic Year 2023-24, there would be 5 
supernumerary seats in the MTech-QROR programme for candidates sponsored by 
DGNAI, to be selected through the existing mechanism of DGNAI, with ISI experts 
participating at the interview stage. 

 
 
 
Agenda item no. 3.10: Consideration of a proposal for a review of MMath Project 
Guidelines 

Explaining the background of the proposal (Annexure 9), the Dean of Studies said that the 
fourth semester projects of the graduating MMath batch did not take place in the stipulated 
manner. The projects were not approved by the Teachers' Committee, and the evaluation 
committees were not formed as per the project guidelines. As a result, the Teachers' 
Committee did not approve the marks, preferring instead to refer the approval to the Academic 
Council. He said he would seek to place the request for condoning the deviation from 
guidelines and approving the marks as a miscellaneous agenda item. The present proposal is 
meant to prevent such deviations from recurring. 

On behalf of the proposers Professor Swagato Kumar Ray explained the ambiguities in the 
current rules and presented the proposal, which was to set up a committee to streamline 
project guidelines of MMath, while maintaining parity with MStat project guidelines. 

One member asked some questions that required placing of the Teachers' Committee 
records before the Academic Council. The Dean of Studies read out the proceedings, which 
sought the Academic Council's intervention in confirming the results. Some members asked 
for the names of the evaluation committee members. This information was available in 
respect of one project, but not the other two. The Dean was asked to circulate the 
proceedings along with the descriptions of the three committees along with their marks, so 
that AC knows what it was approving. In respect of the proposal of a guidelines committee, 
some members discussed steps that can be taken immediately for the benefit of students 
seeking to take up projects this semester. Professor   Ray was asked to summarize these points 
and circulate for quick approval by the AC. 

No resolution was passed on this agenda item. It was decided that an elaboration of 
existing rules on MMath projects, to be applicable from the Academic Year 2022-23 will be 
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compiled by Professor   Ray and circulated for approval, and a proposal to approve MMath 
project scores of 2021-22 II Semester, along with the documents mentioned above would also 
be circulated by the Dean for approval. 

 
 
 
Agenda item no. 3.11: Consideration of an appeal by Kapil Krishna to repeat the 
BMath Second Year for a second time on medical grounds 

Referring to the proposal (Annexure 10), Dr. Shreedhar Inamdar, Associate Dean ISIBC, 
explained that Kapil Krishna (BMAT 1915) is a good student who performed very well in his 
first semester (i.e., 2019-20 I Semester) but suffered from debilitating depression during the 
COVID years. He has not been able to pass the BMath II Year even after repeating it in 2021- 
22 and has appealed, along with medical documents, for permission to repeat it again. The 
Teachers' Committee had recommended that an exception be made in his case in view of his 
special circumstances. He asked the Academic Council to permit this. The Dean of Studies 
said that, at the request of the Director, he had sought and received written views of Dr. 
Santanu Goswami, the consultant psychiatrist of ISI on the basis of the documents on record, 
and his written comments were in support of the appeal. There was no objection to the 
appeal. Dr. Inamdar was permitted to convey to the student the Academic Council's 
permission so that he could start attending classes from 2nd August. 

It was resolved that Kapil Krishna would be allowed to repeat the BMath II Year in the 
Academic Year 2022-23 in view of his special medical circumstances. 

 
 
 
Agenda item no. 3.12: Consideration of a proposal for introducing a three month 
certificate course on Quantitative Techniques in Geosciences 

Professor Dhurjati Sengupta presented the main features of the proposal (Annexure 11) on 
behalf of the proposers. There was no question on the academic content of the proposed 
programme. Professor Sengupta was asked to check the legal feasibility of admitting students 
currently enrolled in a master's or doctoral programme to this on-campus full time course 
during the summer break, and modify the eligibility condition, if necessary. In response to a 
question he said that the students will be evaluated at the end of the course through a written 
examination. He was also asked to include the selection and evaluation mechanism in the 
brochure. 

It was resolved that the introduction of the certificate course be accepted. 
 
 
 
Agenda item no. 3.13: Consideration of a proposal to revoke Dean’s notice barring full 
time students to take up jobs in businesses 

Professor Antar Bandyopadhyay presented the proposal (Annexure 12) on behalf of the five 
proposers. The opinion expressed was that labelling the activity of the ISI students in training 
aspirants to our programs as misconduct was too simplistic a generalization by the Dean and 
like a knee jerk reaction to a problem that had cropped up. Hence the notice, in its present form, 
should be revoked.  

 



9  

A member opined that the notice is excessively intrusive as it seeks to control the students' 
lives outside class hours. He expressed concerns about private tuitions being delegitimized. 
The Dean of Studies said that the notice give specific examples of activities being targeted, 
and these go well beyond small time private tuitions. The situation of a typical full time 
student of ISI is very different from the image a student struggling to earn money to pay for 
studies, and exceptions for such students are allowed in the notice itself. He said that he has 
adapted the notice to address issues flagged by the Associate Deans at Delhi and Bangalore, 
and also received written legal views to ensure that no rights or rules are violated. Another 
member expressed the opinion that the matter is an administrative one that did not even deserve 
to be on the agenda of the Academic Council. The Chairperson categorically summarized the 
discussion, stating that the said notice needed a re-look and a Committee should be formed with 
an appropriate mandate to consider the proposal and suggest necessary changes. 

No resolution was passed on this agenda item. 
 
 
 
Agenda item no. 3.14: Consideration of a proposal to offer an MSQE II Year Selected 
Topics course “Introduction to Machine Learning” in 2022-23 I Semester 

Referring to the proposal (Annexure 13), the Dean of Studies explained that the proposal fits 
into the framework of Selected Topics courses of MSQE and would be taught concurrently 
with the existing MStat course Pattern Recognition. There would be some adjustments for the 
MSQE students, including a different question paper. 

It was resolved that “Introduction to Machine Learning” will be offered as a Selected 
Topics course for MSQE II Year in 2022-23 I Semester. 

 
 
 
Agenda item no. 3.15: Consideration of a proposal to introduce a new MTech-CS elective 
course “Formal Verification of Machine Learning Models” 

Professor Ansuman Banerjee presented the proposal (Annexure 14), explained why it is 
important and how it differed from other courses. He also referred to six sets of comments 
from experts, which have been circulated with the annexure. In response to the Director's 
concern that teaching resources for compulsory courses may be stretched, Professor Banerjee 
offered to take double teaching load. The Dean of Studies confirmed that Professor Banerjee 
has taken excess teaching load several times in the past also. 

It was resolved that “Formal Verification of Machine Learning Models” would be 
included in the MTech CS Students' Brochure and was approved for offering to in 
2022-23 I Semester. 

 
 
Agenda item no. 3.16: Consideration of a proposal to introduce a new MMath/MStat 
elective course “Topics in Computational Algebra” 

Professor Palash Sarkar presented the proposal (Annexure 15). In response to a query about 
external reviewers in India, he said that this is a specialized course and he is the only expert 
in India who carries out research in this area. He did not wish to suggest names of reviewersand 
said that the AC can get it reviewed if it wants. The Director asked the proposers to 
suggest some names of reviewers. She said that the proposal may be put on hold till this is 
received and the proposal is reviewed. 
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It was resolved that the proposers would suggest names of potential reviewers for this 
course. After that there would be review of the proposed course by external experts 
before its further consideration by the AC. 

 
 
Agenda item no. 4: Miscellaneous: Expanding jurisdiction of RFAC-PAMU 

The Dean of Studies explained that there is a lack of clarity about who can advise a JRF- 
PAM scholar allocated to SSIU. He asked the Chair's permission to allow Professor Santanu 
K Maiti to propose a solution. Professor Maiti suggested that the RFAC-PAMU be allowed to 
advise all JRF-PAM scholars regardless of unit allocation. There was no objection from 
anyone. 

It was resolved that RFAC-PAMU would advise all JRF-PAM scholars regardless of 
unit allocation, from the Academic Year 2022-23. 

 
 
 

sd/- sd/- 

Sanghamitra Bandyopadhyay Debasis Sengupta 
Director, ISI and Dean of Studies and 

Chair, Academic Council Convener, Academic Council
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