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Agenda item 1.1    Opening Remarks by the Chairperson 

The Chairperson expressed her deep sorrow and sense of loss on the untimely demise of the recently 
elected Dean of Studies, Prof. Saurabh Ghosh. At her request, a minute’s silence was observed by 
the members present to mourn his passing. 

2 GROUP A: REPORTING MATTERS 

Agenda item 2.1 Proceedings of the 77th meeting of the Academic Council finalized through 
circulation by email 

Agenda item 2.2     Action Taken Report for the 77th meeting of the Academic Council 

Agenda item 2.3 Additional information on selection and evaluation mechanism, etc. in 
connection with the three-month certificate course on Quantitative Techniques in Geosciences, 
approved in the 77th meeting of the AC 

The additional information that had been sought in connection with the course regarding selection 
and evaluation mechanism, were shared with the AC members as provided by the proposers, 
namely, 

1. selection will be based on marks obtained in the Master’s Degree examination, and 
government policies on reservation will be applicable; 

2. evaluation will be through offline examination on five papers, 50 marks each, will be held 
and the pass marks will be fixed at 60%. 

Agenda item 2.4 Commencement of the Postgraduate Diploma in Applied Statistics (PGDAS) 
programme 

The officiating Dean of Studies presented a brief report on this as forwarded by the coordinator for 
the programme, namely, 

“The Fall 2022 cohort of the PGDAS program was launched on 28 August 2022. This time, 21 students 
were selected via the ISI admission test and interviews and 123 students joined the programme via 
the entrance quiz on Coursera and paying the registration fee thereafter. Out of them, 114 have 
paid the tuition fee of the first semester and 9 students have opted to defer to the next semester. 

The first two courses of the first semester will be over soon. These courses are Basic Statistics by 
Arnab Chakraborty and Statistics and Economy co-taught by Ambarnath Ghosh and Nachiketa 
Chattopadhyay. The next two courses will start on Thursday, 27 October.” 

Agenda item 2.5 Decision regarding B.Math. (Hons.) graduates being allowed to choose 
between the two M.Math. venues in odd calendar years, taken by the Dean of Studies through 
consultation with colleagues at Bangalore and Kolkata (as mandated in the 77th AC meeting) 

The decision taken, as summarized below, was reported: 
 

1. B.Math. (Hons.) graduates will be allowed to choose between the two centres, subject to a 
maximum of 60% of eligible students in any one of the centres. Some students may miss out 
on their chosen centre if their aggregate score is on the lower side. 

2. For 2023 and 2034, 36 M.Math. seats for non-B.Math. students, split evenly between 
Bengaluru and Kolkata, will be ideal in terms of not reducing the 2023 class size in Bengaluru 



drastically (compared to 2021) and not stretching the 2024 class size in Kolkata beyond 
capacity. 

3 GROUP B: FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISION 

Agenda item 3.1     Confirmation of Proceedings of the 77th meeting of the AC 

A member pointed out that he had already drawn attention to some related issues, like giving AC 
members sufficient time (at least 7 days) to make comments and/or accord their approval after 
drafts of proceedings of the AC are circulated, following a consistent policy for reporting statements 
of members, including reporting only the spirit of the discussion in summary without taking names, 
and seeking the permission of members who are named and are quoted directly. These suggestions 
were generally found to be acceptable, and the Chairperson agreed to take care of these issues and 
finalize the proceedings after taking necessary action. The member also pointed out that the status 
of admission as reported by the then Dean of Studies under Agenda item no. 2.2 was not complete 
as there was no mention of the reason for the delay in admission to the B.Math. and B.Stat. 
programmes in 2022. It was also pointed out that there was no Action Taken Report for the special 
AC meetings held on March 11 and March 21, 2022. 

Resolution: It was resolved that the issues highlighted in the discussion would be taken care of, 
and the Proceedings of the 77th AC meeting would be updated accordingly by the 
Dean and the Director. The Action Taken Report (ATR) for the special AC meetings 
held on March 11 and March 21, 2022, will be placed for consideration in the next 
meeting of the AC, together with a report for the delay in admission to the B.Math. 
and B.Stat. programmes in 2022. 

 
 
Agenda item 3.2 Consideration of two applications received by the PhD-DSc Committee 
(Statistics) regarding extension of deadline for thesis submission 

Prof. Anil Ghosh, the convener of the PhD-DSc Committee for Statistics, gave a brief overview of 
the underlying issues, and clarified that the committee could not arrive at any decision regarding 
the applications since there was a serious difference of opinion among the members regarding the 
applicable rules, mainly because different versions (in multiple documents) of the PhD/DSc Rules 
were available on the internet, giving rise to confusion and ambiguity. It was generally agreed that 
the problem in arriving at a decision was due to shortcomings at our end and the students should 
not be penalized for this. Taking cognizance of the fact that there was indeed some confusion which 
had, at one time been ratified by the AC, the Chairperson proposed that until the rules are reviewed 
and updated, the PhD-DSc Committee be empowered to make exceptions with regard to requests 
for extension of different deadlines if strong justification exists. In particular, she pointed out that 
the exercise conducted by the committee to re-register the first applicant be respected. A member 
opined that this must be reported to the Council. The Chairperson agreed to do so. 

Resolution: It was resolved that, until the AC ratifies new PhD-DSc rules to resolve the confusion 
and ambiguity, the PhD-DSc Committees will be empowered in the interim to take 
decisions by considering each case on its merit and by making exceptions, if 
required, on justifiable grounds. In particular, the two applications for extension of 
submission deadlines may be allowed appropriately. Further it was also resolved 
that this recommendation be referred to the Council of ISI for its approval. 



 

Agenda item 3.3 Consideration of a proposal for the review of the existing Rules and 
Regulations for registration for a Ph.D. degree and for submission and evaluation of a thesis for 
the award of the Ph.D. degree in order to identify and rectify problem areas, e.g., rules which 
lack clarity, and to frame new rules for eventualities that have not been addressed, like 
violation of deadlines, etc. 

Against the background of the discussion in connection with the previous agenda item, this proposal 
was readily accepted, and it was generally agreed that the committee constituted by office order 
no. DS/2021-22/826 dated January 10, 2022 (referred to as the Thesis Evaluation Guidelines 
Committee), chaired by Prof. Arup Kumar Pal, which had already scrutinized the rules in the course 
of its work, be given the responsibility of identifying and rectifying problem areas related to pre- 
submission issues, and to frame new rules for eventualities that have not been addressed, like 
violation of deadlines, etc. One member pointed out that, during this exercise, sensitivity must be 
shown to mental health-related issues that research fellows may be faced with due to the rigours 
of research. It was clarified that the new rules would apply only to those research fellows who join 
after these come into effect, while old rules will be applicable to those who joined earlier, subject 
to the resolution taken for agenda item no. 3.2. 

Resolution: It was resolved that the committee constituted by office order no. DS/2021-22/826 
dated January 10, 2022 (referred to as the Thesis Evaluation Guidelines 
Committee), chaired by Prof. Arup Kumar Pal, will be given the responsibility of 
identifying and rectifying problem areas related to pre-submission issues, and to 
frame new rules for eventualities that have not been addressed, like violation of 
deadlines, etc. 

 
 
Agenda item 3.4 Consideration of the report of a committee constituted by office order no. 
DS/2021-22/14 dated April 7, 2022, to formulate the modalities for selecting applicants with 
externally funded research fellowships for admission to the PhD programme of ISI, where the 
thesis is expected to be submitted to other institutes. 

Prof. Parthasarathi Ghosh, the chairman of the committee, presented the salient features of the 
recommendations, which were generally found to be acceptable. The Chairperson queried 
whether research fellows who are externally funded are enrolled in ISI, given that they are 
being hosted by this institute and are getting their fellowships through it. She opined that they 
should have enrolment in ISI since they utilize its infrastructure. It was variously pointed out 
that such research fellows cannot always be assigned to any RFAC due to mismatch in research 
areas, that they need not come under any RFAC since various funding agencies like CSIR have their 
own evaluation procedures, and they are generally enrolled in the institutions where they propose 
to submit their PhD theses. 

Resolution: The recommendations of the committee constituted by office order no. DS/2021- 
22/14 dated April 7, 2022, to formulate the modalities for selecting applicants with 
externally funded research fellowships for admission to the PhD programme of ISI, 
where the thesis is expected to be submitted to other institutes, were accepted. 



Agenda item 3.5 Consideration, in respect of  the  proposed five-year multi-centre programme 
on Statistics and Data Science, of 

(a) the report of the committee constituted by office order no. DS/2021-22/911 
dated February 4, 2022, for drawing up a detailed proposal 
in conjunction with 
(b) the report of the standing committee for examining proposals of new academic 
programmes (constituted by office order no. DS/2022-23/508 dated August 12, 2022) on 
its feasibility 

 
On behalf of the standing committee for examining proposals of new academic programmes 
(constituted by office order no. DS/2022-23/508 dated August 12, 2022) (the Feasibility 
Committee), its convener, Dr. Arijit Chakraborty presented the salient features of the report on 
the feasibility of the proposed programme, highlighting that infrastructure is expected to be ready 
by 2023-24. As for availability of human resources, he reported that the committee had conducted 
a survey via Google Forms involving 60 members of the faculty of ISI, out of whom 27 were willing 
to teach and 19 were willing to take additional load. The Chairperson suggested that, if necessary, 
arrangements can be made for an interim period for infrastructure if there is inadequacy in the 
initial stages. The commencement of the programme will be delayed if it is expected that all issues 
are resolved at the very outset. 

After a reasonable amount of discussion, the Chairperson opined that the report needs to be more 
thorough, laying out the details of the analysis of the survey conducted regarding human resources 
and providing the estimated average teaching load expected after this. She was of the view that 
this is a very important programme and every effort should be directed to ensure that it can started 
at the earliest after initial issues are addressed and taken care of. 

Next, Dr. Rituparna Sen, the joint convener of the committee constituted by office order no. 
DS/2021-22/911 dated February 4, 2022 (the Course Structure Committee), presented the salient 
features of the course structure, highlighting that the content is very different from that of the 
B.Stat. programme, addressing concerns that too much grounding in Statistics in this programme 
may have an adverse effect on the B.Stat. programme. One member pointed out that an adequate 
background in Statistics is essential for students going into industry. She also touched upon other 
special aspects, namely, that it would be paid programme, the student intake would be large, and 
the entrance test would be conducted a day before the ISI Admission Test. There was some 
discussion on the content of the 5th year courses, and it was pointed out that while they are 
expected to be at the Master’s degree level, they should not be clubbed with those of the M.Stat. 
or M.Tech. (Computer Science) programmes of ISI. 

After considerable discussion among members regarding the course structure and content, the 
Chairperson suggested that a more holistic view of all faculty members of ISI (not just AC members) 
should be sought on the feasibility as well as the curriculum. She proposed that comments should 
be invited from all faculty members by email within a very short period, say, two weeks. These 
inputs obtained should be addressed by the two committees. The Dean of Studies will be responsible 
for circulating the report by email and inviting comments. Subsequently, there should be a meeting 
of all interested faculty members, particularly those who have given their  views,  for  final 
discussion. Soon after, there should be a special meeting of the Academic Council to seek approval 
to the proposed programme. It was decided that Dr. Rituparna Sen would be the nodal person for 
collection of comments by email. The tentative timeline suggested was collection of views by the 



end of October, faculty meeting by the middle of November and a special AC meeting by the end 
of November. 

Resolution: It was resolved that a more holistic view of the proposed programme should be 
sought from all faculty members of ISI (not just AC members) on the feasibility as 
well as the curriculum. Comments would be invited from all faculty members by 
email within a very short period, say, two weeks. These inputs obtained would be 
addressed by the two committees, followed by a meeting of all interested faculty 
members, particularly those who have given their views. Finally, there would be a 
special meeting of the Academic Council to seek approval to the proposed 
programme. 

 
 

Agenda item 3.6 Consideration of a proposal for modification of the list of courses prescribed 
for coursework in the JRF (QROR) programme 

On behalf of the proposers, Prof. Biswabrata Pradhan briefly explained the justification for the 
suggested modification. This was found to be acceptable by the members present. 

Resolution: It was resolved that the proposal for modification of the list of courses prescribed 
for coursework in the JRF (QROR) programme would be accepted. 

 
 
Agenda item 3.7 Consideration of the report of a committee constituted by office orders 
numbered DS/2021-22/909 and DS/2022-23/492 dated February 4 and  August  10, 2022, 
respectively, for finalizing the modalities of implementing supernumerary reservation for 
female candidates in the undergraduate programmes of the institute 

The chairman of the committee, Prof. Biswabrata Pradhan briefly presented the recommendations 
of the committee. The chairperson pointed out that creation of supernumerary seats for female 
candidates did not cause any violation of existing laws and it was, strictly speaking, not a 
reservation of seats for female candidates. The recommendations were accepted with effect from 
admission in 2023. 

Resolution: It was resolved that the committee constituted by office orders numbered DS/2021- 
22/909 and DS/2022-23/492 dated February 4 and August 10, 2022, respectively, 
for finalizing the modalities of implementing supernumerary reservation for female 
candidates in the undergraduate programmes of the institute would be accepted for 
implementation with effect from 2023. 

 
 
Agenda item 3.8 Approval of list of successful candidates to be awarded degrees/ diplomas and 
medals/prizes in B.Stat./ B.Math./ M.Stat./ M.Math./ MS(QE)/ M.Tech.(CS)/ M.Tech.(CrS)/ 
M.Tech.(QR&OR)/ MS(LIS)/ MS(QMS)/ PhD/ PG Diploma in Business Analytics (PGDBA)/ PG Diploma 
in Statistical Methods and Analytics (PGDSMA) and PG Diploma in Agricultural and Rural 
Management with Statistical Methods and Analytics (PGDARSMA) in the next Convocation 

Members pointed out that there were certain discrepancies in the list for the PGDSMA programme 
and that the list for the M.Tech. (QROR) programme was missing. The officiating Dean of Studies 



expressed regret about the errors, and it was decided that the document would be recirculated 
after correction among AC members by email for approval. 

Resolution: It was decided that the errors in the list would be corrected, and the corrected 
document would be circulated for approval among AC members by email. 

 
 
Agenda item 3.9 Consideration of a proposal for allowing research fellows in Statistics who had 
joined before 2022-23 to opt for courses from the list published in January 2009 as well as 
the new list effective from 2022-23 to complete their coursework requirements. 

On behalf of the proposers, Prof. Debasis Sengupta briefly explained the rationale for the proposal. 
This was found to be acceptable by the members present. 

Resolution: It was resolved that the proposal for allowing research fellows in Statistics who had 
joined before 2022-23 to opt for courses from the list published in January 2009 as 
well as the new list effective from 2022-23 to complete their coursework 
requirements, would be accepted. 

 
 
Agenda item 3.10 Consideration of a proposal regarding a proper mechanism for supervisor 
assignment to newly admitted JRFs 

On behalf of the proposers, Dr. Abhik Ghosh explained briefly the rationale behind the proposal, 
highlighting the fact that, by the recently announced faculty promotion rules, PhD guidance is a 
mandatory requirement for promotion. Unfortunately, the policy being followed for assigning 
research fellows for the past several years will fail to ensure PhD students to relatively younger 
faculty, despite the fact that, once every year, the Dean’s Office collects information from all 
divisions regarding requirements of JRFs in the following year. At the time of allocation, this data 
is completely disregarded and new JRFs are allowed to choose supervisors on their own. They 
generally prefer to work with senior professors rather than assistant and associate professors. This 
practice, if continued, will hamper promotion prospects. The Chairperson agreed that while the 
Institute should come up with a suitable policy for assigning PhD students, at the same time, there 
should be an appropriate balance such that the flexibility that is accorded to new JRFs by the 
current practice is also retained to a large extent. There was general agreement on this, and it was 
felt that a committee should be constituted to take inputs from faculty members and come up with 
a reasonable policy. A member raised the issue of whether a research fellow and his/her supervisor 
may be permitted to be located at different centres. The Chairperson added that the proposed 
committee should also look into the modalities for assigning multiple supervisors from the Institute 
to jointly supervise a thesis, such that the supervisors have significantly different areas of 
expertise, thus justifying the requirement of having multiple supervisors. 

Though it was felt that new faculty members should be allowed to supervise PhD students jointly 
with senior faculty, it was better to have adequate justification for the same. It was decided that 
a committee would be constituted by the Director and the Dean of Studies to recommend a proper 
mechanism for supervisor assignment to newly admitted JRFs after taking inputs from members of 
the faculty, addressing the issue of joint supervision at the same time. 

Resolution: It was resolved that a committee would be constituted by the Director and the Dean 
of Studies to recommend a proper mechanism for supervisor assignment to newly 



admitted JRFs after taking inputs from members of the faculty, addressing the issue 
of joint supervision at the same time. 

 
 
 
 
Agenda item 3.11 Consideration of a proposal for the introduction on an elective titled 
Reinforcement Learning in the M.Tech. programme in Computer Science 

Several members spoke strongly in favour of introduction of the proposed elective course. It was 
noted that there are too many elective courses in the M.Tech. (CS) programmes. In response, it 
was pointed out that only some electives are offered in any given semester based on the preference 
of the students, and an elective is offered only if at least three students opt for it. It was generally 
felt that if an elective is taught in one semester, it should not be offered in the next one. Moreover, 
it was unanimously agreed that care should be taken to ensure that teachers are assigned to 
compulsory courses before allocation is done for electives. 

Resolution: It was resolved that an elective titled REINFORCEMENT LEARNING would be 
introduced in the curriculum for the M.Tech. programme in Computer Science. 

 
 
 
 
Agenda item 3.12 Consideration of the report of a committee constituted by office order no. 
DS/2021-22/910 dated February 4, 2022, to formulate the modalities of certifying coursework 
done at ISI 

The salient features of the recommendations were presented and were well-received. It was 
pointed out in this context that some universities accept the coursework prescribed by ISI and 
documents to this effect should be available with the Dean’s Office for ready reference. 

Resolution: It was resolved that the recommendations of the committee constituted by office 
order no. DS/2021-22/910 dated February 4, 2022, regarding the modalities of 
certifying coursework done at ISI, be accepted. 

 

 

    Sd/-       Sd/- 
AMITA PAL      SANGHAMITRA BANDYOPADHYAY 

      Officiating Dean of Studies     Director 
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