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INDIAN STATISTICAL INSTITUTE 
Proceedings of the 50th Academic Council meeting  

held on 31st May, 2010.  
The meeting was held at 11.00 AM in the New Seminar Room on 7th floor of the S. N. Bose 
Bhavan (Library Building). The following members were present: 

1 Sankar K. Pal 23 Palash Sarkar 

2 Aditya Bagchi 24 Subhamoy Maitra 

3 S.S. Handa 25 Subhas Chandra Nandy 

4 Bidyut Roy 26 Nabanita Das 

5 Manoranjan Pal 27 Susmita Sur-Kolay 

6 Goutam Mukherjee 28 Sandip Das 

7 Arni S.R. Srinivasa Rao 29 Rana Barua 

8 C.A. Murthy 30 Bhargab B. Bhattacharya 

9 Saurabh Ghosh 31 T.S.S.R.K. Rao 

10 Prabal Roy Chowdhury 32 Arun K. Adhikary 

11 Ayanendranath Basu 33 S. Biswas 

12 Partha Majumder 34 Atanu Biswas 

13 Ratan Dasgupta 35 Anup Dewanji 

14 M.Z. Anis 36 Mausumi Bose 

15 Manash Ranjan Gupta 37 Premananda Bharati 

16 S.C. Bagchi 38 Rita Saha Roy 

17 Shibdas Bandyopadhyay 39 Subir Ghosh 

18 Bhabatosh Chanda 40 Guruprasad Kar 

19 S.M. Srivastava 41 Abhirup Sarkar 

20 S.K. Parui 42 Dipti Prasad Mukherjee 

21 B.S. Majumder 43 Debapriya Sengupta 

22 Sushmita Mitra 44 Tapas Kr. Chandra 

 

The Chairman welcomed all the members to the 50th Academic Council meeting. 
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Agenda Item 1: To confirm the proceedings of the 49th AC meeting held on 18th 
February, 2010. 

The proceedings of the 49th AC meeting were confirmed by the Academic Council. 

Agenda Item 2: Matters arising out of the 49th AC meeting held on 18th February, 2010. 

The actions taken on matters that arose out of 49th AC meeting were reported. Prof. Rajendra 
Bhatia of ISI Delhi Centre suggested a change in a sentence written in the proceedings of the 
49th AC meeting against "Miscellaneous Agenda Item 2". Dean reported that the change has 
been made in the online version of the proceedings available at the institute website. 

Agenda Item 3: Consideration of the proposal submitted for modification of the existing 
Ph.D. / D.Sc. rules of the institute. 

Prof. P P Majumder, Chairman of the committee formed to study the possible revisions in the 
existing Ph.D./D.Sc. rules, explained the salient features of the proposal.  
After long deliberation, AC accepted the proposal in principle. However, suggestions for 
some minor changes on the issues like: organizing test for candidates mentioned in Section B 
under Procedure for registration; waiver of such tests for candidates with 
M.E./M.Tech./M.Phil degrees etc. would be forwarded to the committee for its consideration. 
The final proposal would then be circulated among the AC members.  

Agenda Item 4: Consideration of the proposal submitted for modification of the existing 
Pass/Fail/Repeat rules in the examinations of the institute. 

Prof. B B Bhattacharya, Chairman of the committee formed to study the Pass/Fail/Repeat 
rules of the institute, explained the salient features of the proposal.  
Main contribution of the proposal was to introduce the concept of a compensatory paper. A 
student who got less than 35% in at most one paper even after the backpaper examination, but 
got 60% or more in average in the other papers of that academic year excluding the course 
under consideration, the student would be allowed to appear for a compensatory paper in the 
course under consideration. A student would be allowed to appear in at most one 
compensatory paper every academic year. Maximum marks attainable in a compensatory 
paper would be 35%. In the final year of a course, a student would have to choose between 
the compensatory paper and the possibility of repeating the final year. He/she would not be 
allowed to take up both. A student scoring less than 35% in compensatory paper would have 
to discontinue the course.  
After deliberations, the proposal was accepted by the AC. The Dean was asked to make 
appropriate modifications in different Students’ Brochures.  

Agenda Item 5: Consideration of the proposal submitted for revision of stipends in 
different courses of the institute. 

A committee was formed to study the existing stipend structures in different courses of the 
institute and to suggest the necessary changes. Since the Chairman of the committee was 
abroad, recommendations of the committee were presented by the Dean of Studies. 
Committee members found that the stipends in different courses of the institute were much 
less than those in similar institutes like IISC, IISER or IITs and recommended the revisions 
for the approval of the Council.    

Agenda Item 6: Approval of the Recommendation of the Ph.D./D.Sc. Committees for 
four Ph.D. candidates (one each from Mathematics and Computer Science and two 
from Economics). 
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The members accepted the recommendation of the Ph.D./D.Sc. committees for the award of 
Ph.D. degrees of the institute and recommended the same for the approval of the Council. 

Agenda Item 7: Ph.D. registration of ISI Research Fellows in universities outside ISI.   

The committee formed to study the requirements related to the Ph.D. registrations of ISI 
Research Fellows in universities outside ISI, has so far contacted two universities; Jadavpur 
University and University of Calcutta. Jadavpur University (JU) has decided that any scholar 
wishes to register for Ph.D. in any subject area at JU must appear for the Research Entrance 
Test (RET) and interview of the concerned subject area. However, JU may recognize the 
research courses of other institutes. For this purpose the concerned institute will have to send 
the details of its courses for the approval of the university. However, a student having M.Phil 
or M. Tech degree will not have to appear for any RET at JU and can register for Ph.D 
directly.     
The University of Calcutta (CU) would, however, provide exemption to different institutes 
from appearing at its entrance test. A letter to this effect has already been sent from ISI to CU. 
Official confirmation has not been received yet, although an ISI fellow has recently been 
allowed by CU to register for Ph.D. directly. 
Members of the committee at ISI sought advice from the AC on two issues: 

• How many universities should be contacted? 
• Whether the committee should negotiate with the universities even on the subject 

areas where ISI provides Ph.D. degrees?  
The Chairman suggested that initially ISI should contact only Jadavpur University and the 
University of Calcutta. Dean may contact other universities only against specific request from 
any faculty member depending on the merit of the case. However, other ISI centres at Delhi, 
Bangalore and Chennai and Unit Office like Hyderabad would be requested to suggest the 
universities where ISI should contact. After deliberations, members suggested that ISI may 
contact other universities even for the subject areas where ISI provides Ph.D. degrees. 

Miscellaneous Agenda 8a: Considerations of the applications from two students of B. 
Stat. II who failed in the back paper examinations and requested for repeating the 2nd 
year of the course.   

Two students, Sagnik Palmal and Riddhipratim Ghosh, of B.Stat 2nd Year failed in the paper 
Statistical Methods III in the first semester of the 2009-10 session even after the backpaper 
examination. Sagnik and Riddhipratim got 8 and 22 respectively in the backpaper 
examination. The Teachers’ Committee asked the students to discontinue the course. Since 
one of the teachers was late in submitting his marks, the result also came out late and the 
students were asked to appear for the backpaper examination in April, only a few weeks 
before the semester examination of the next semester. For this reason, one of the teachers 
submitted a note of dissent with a suggestion to allow the students to repeat the 2nd year of 
the course and to refer the case to the Academic Council.  To this effect, the concerned 
students also made an application to the Dean of studies.  
Academic Council deliberated on three options related to this agenda item, namely, to retain 
the decision taken by the Teachers’ Committee, to ask the students to appear for a 
compensatory examination as suggested in the Agenda Item 4 or to allow the students to 
repeat the 2nd year of the B. Stat course.  After a long discussion, AC members decided to 
allow the students to repeat the 2nd year of the B. Stat course.     

Miscellaneous Agenda 8b: Consideration of a proposal from some members of AC to 
use the date of Viva-voce examination as the date of awarding Ph.D. degree.  
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Some members suggested considering the date of viva-voce examination as the date of 
awarding Ph.D. degree instead of the date of Council meeting when the approval is accorded. 
Since the certificate is given only in the convocation, so even after viva-voce, if a proposal 
for Ph.D. degree is not accepted either in the AC or in the council, the certificate would not 
be awarded anyway. However, if accepted, the date of viva-voce should be used as the date 
of awarding the degree as on that date a Ph.D. candidate fulfills all the requirements. The 
Chairman pointed out that putting two dates in the Ph.D. certificate was done following the 
norms of other universities. So before accepting any new proposal it would be better to study 
in depth the processes followed in other institutions. The issue may also be discussed in the 
council to seek opinion of other council members.      

Miscellaneous Agenda 8c: Consideration of a proposal from some members of AC to 
hold admission test for M.Tech.(CS) and JRF(CS) in February instead of in May. 

The month of May is usually the time for semestral examinations for Undergraduate and 
graduate programmes all over India. All admission tests of ISI are also held in May. As a 
result, students willing to join either M.Tech(CS) or JRF(CS) programme, cannot concentrate 
in the admission test well under the pressure of the semestral examinations. Some students 
may not even appear in the admission test. Accordingly, some members proposed to arrange 
the admission test for M.Tech(CS) or JRF(CS) in February instead of May. 
The Chairman welcomed the proposal since it might attract more good students to ISI.  Dean 
pointed out that since the school leaving exams are usually held before May, this problem 
does not exist for B.Stat and B.Math candidates. On the other hand, the problem raised by the 
proposers is true for almost all graduate programmes and JRF programmes. So, ISI may need 
to hold two admission tests, one in February and one in May. Dean pointed out that there 
would be difficulty in providing required manpower for holding two admission tests.  
The members suggested that more information be collected for the possibilities of holding 
another set of tests in February and be placed in a future meeting of AC.  

Miscellaneous Agenda 8d: Consideration of a proposal to form a committee to review 
the course structure of the present MS(QE) programme. 

The course structure of the MS(QE) programme was last reviewed more than 7 years back. 
Some members of Planning Unit, Delhi and Economic Research Unit, Kolkata proposed to 
form a committee to review the present MS(QE) course. After deliberation, AC suggested the 
following committee to review the present MS(QE) course.  
Prof. Arunava Sen (Chairman), Prof. Probal Roy Chowdhury (Convener), Prof. Satya P. Das, 
Prof. Nityananda Sarkar, Prof. Tarun Kabiraj. 

 The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Sankar K. Pal)      (Aditya Bagchi) 
     Director       Dean of Studies 

Chairman, Academic Council     Convener, Academic Council 
 
 
 


