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GLIMPSES OF THE LIFE AND THE WORK OF
C.R.RAO (1920-2023)

Probal Chaudhuri, Statistics and Mathmetics Unit

C.R.Rao was born on 10th September,
1920, in Huvvina Hadagalli, now a
small town in Karnataka, but originally
in the Madras Province of British India.
His father C.D. Naidu was an inspector
his

Lakshikanthamma was a housewife.

of  police and mother
Rao was the 8th child of his parents and
following a general custom in South
India, as mentioned by Rao himself in
his autobiography, he was named
Radhakrishna after Lord Krishna, who,
according to the mythology, was the

8th child of his parents.

Rao graduated with a degree in
Mathematics from Andhra University
in 1940, but failed to obtain a
scholarship to do research in the same
university because his application
came in late. He then came to Calcutta
(now Kolkata) to appear for an
for

interview the position of a

mathematician at the army survey unit,

11

and was not selected for that job either.
While in Calcutta, he stayed in a South
Indian  hotel and met one
Subramaniam, who took him to Indian
Statistical Institute (I1SI), which was
then located in a couple of rooms in the
physics department of the Presidency
College. Later, when Calcutta
University started a Master’s degree
programme in Statistics in 1941 under
the headship of Prasanta Chandra
Mahalanobis, Rao joined that as a
student. He passed the MA degree
examination in 1943 with a first class
and secured the first rank. Rao was one
of the first five students, who graduated
from Calcutta University with a

Master’s degree in Statistics.

In one of his autobiographical essays,
Rao gave an entertaining description of
that postgraduate degree programme
that is worth quoting here. ““None of the

teachers had any experience in



teaching Statistics and, further, they
were as ignorant as the students in
some areas of Statistics. As there were
no textbooks on Statistics, the teachers
had to learn by reading original papers
and then teach. The courses given in
the first two years benefitted the faculty
as well as the students.”

Rao joined ISl as a statistical
apprentice in 1943 with a salary of Rs.
250 per month and decided to settle
down in the city of Calcutta. He started
teaching soon after joining the institute,
and it was in the course of his
interactions with the students that he

co-invented his famous Cramér—Rao

Lower Bound and Rao-Blackwell
Theorem.
At ISI, one of Rao’s several

responsibilities was the analysis of
anthropometric data on different castes

and tribes collected during the
decennial census of the Indian
population in  1941. In 1946,

J.C.Trevor, a Cambridge University
anthropologist, requested 1SI to depute

12

a scholar, who would analyse some
anthropometric data collected by the
Cambridge University Anthropological
Museum. Rao was deputed, and he
arrived in England in August 1946.
According to Rao, he sailed for
England by a steamship
named Andes that was carrying mostly
Italian prisoners of the Second World
War from Mumbai to Naples. The
Italian soldiers were captured in Africa

and detained in India.

Soon after arriving in Cambridge, Rao
took admission as a research scholar at
King’s College. This was in addition to
the

Rao’s assignment at

Anthropological Museum at
Duckworth Laboratory at Cambridge.
Ronald  Fisher the

Professor of Genetics at Cambridge at

was Balfour
that time. Rao requested Fisher, whom
he met in 1944, to accept him as a PhD
student. Fisher agreed and suggested
that he should work in the genetics
laboratory to gain experience with

breeding of mice for linkage studies.



On the other hand, Rao’s assignment at
the Anthropological Museum involved
analysis of measurements taken of
skeletal materials excavated by a
British expedition in the ancient graves
in Jebel Moya in North Africa.
According to Rao, he kept himself busy
in Cambridge dividing his *““time
between bones and stones at the
University Anthropological Museum
and mice at Whittingham Lodge, the
official residence of the Balfour
Professor of genetics converted into a

genetics laboratory”.

The general theme of Rao’s PhD
research was discriminant analysis
using multivariate data, and it was
deeply connected with Fisher’s work
on discriminant analysis. Towards the
end of his two-year-long stay at
Cambridge, Rao met H.E. Daniels, who
asked him to submit a discussion paper
to the Royal Statistical Society based
on his PhD research. The paper that
was submitted by Rao was titled “The

Utilization of Multiple Measurements

13

in Problems of Biological
paper

accepted for a discussion at the Royal

Classification”. Rao’s was
Statistical Society, and it was read
before the Research Section of the
society in 1948. It was also published
in the Journal of the Royal Statistical
Society, Series B (Methodological) in

the same year.

Rao extended Fisher’s discriminant
analysis for more than two populations.
He also established the Bayes risk
optimality =~ of  Fisher’s  linear
discriminant function for multivariate
Gaussian populations. Another
significant part of Rao’s paper is the
development of a graphical tool for
visual representation of multivariate
populations by projecting them into
some appropriate lower dimensional
spaces so that observations from
different into

populations  cluster

groups of similar populations.

Rao’s 1948 paper is a fundamental
contribution in discriminant analysis

that has influenced several generations



of research in multivariate statistics.
While discussing his PhD research,
Rao once wrote, “For my PhD thesis, |
wanted a theoretical topic. | asked
Fisher to suggest some problem on
which | could work. He said: *Problem
must be yours and | shall help you if |
can’. | wrote my PhD thesis on

classification  problems extending
Fisher’s work on the discriminant
function to more than two populations,
which arose in my work at the museum.
I did not take much help from Fisher.
Finally, when | showed him the thesis,
he said, ‘The problem was worth

investigating’.”

After India
Cambridge in the August of 1948, Rao

returning  to from
joined the Indian Statistical Institute as
a professor, when he was only 28 years
old. At that time, ISl was getting
reorganised as the Government of India
agreed to give a recurring grant to
support the research and training
activities of the Institute. Prior to this
government

grant, ISl depended

14

mainly on money earned through
project work involving large scale
sample surveys. Rao was appointed the
Head of the Research and Training
School of ISI, and he created an
internationally renowned teaching and
research programme in statistics. After
the death of Mahalanobis, Rao was
made the Director and Secretary of ISl,
a designation which Mahalanobis had
as the Chief of the Institute. He gave up
that position in 1976 and was appointed
as the Jawaharlal Nehru Professor of
ISI. Rao gave up this professorship and
retired from ISI in 1984. In 1985, he
became a National Professor.

Other that
C.R.Rao held included Distinguished

Professorship  at

distinguished positions

University  of
Pittsburgh and the Eberly Professorship
at Pennsylvania State University, both
in the US. In 2002, Rao established the
C.R.Rao  Advanced

Mathematics, Statistics, and Computer

Institute  of

Science in Hyderabad.



Rao’s contributions to statistical theory
and applications have become part of
the undergraduate and postgraduate
curricula in statistics, econometrics,
electrical engineering, and many other
universities

disciplines at most

worldwide. His work has had a
profound influence on the theory and
application of statistics in diverse

fields.

Rao was the recipient of many

prestigious awards, including the US

National Medal of Science awarded by
the President of the US, and the Padma
Vibhushan the
Government of India. He was a Fellow

awarded by

of the Royal Society, and served as the

President of the International
Statistical Institute, the Institute of
Mathematical Statistics, and

the International Biometric Society.

Rao passed away in Buffalo, New York
on 22nd August, 2023.
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C.R. Rao: Warm and Treasured Memories of a' Legend
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Impediments of the Imperial Institute

Anushka De, M. Stat.

Bewildered and awe-struck by the
venerable and publicly acclaimed
indigenous institutes of the country, the
young malleable minds persevere to
achieve the ostensibly pinnacle of
human education. They toil day and
night for years, often relinquishing
physical, mental and social well-being.
The end goal becomes the sole purpose
of the very human existence! Hours of
labour and mental excursion are
followed by the D-day which will
determine the journey ahead. Some
pass, some retry and some change their
paths. Those entering the imperial
institutes are often lionized by their
friends and family, put up on a pedestal
and made to realize the smooth life

ahead.

With hopes now to materialize, they
become part of the institutes, expecting
high-quality education, encountering

renowned academicians and

29

researchers and befriending peers with
similar preoccupations. Little did they
know that the place may be
predominated by cantankerous old men
gravely engrossed in
The

vainglory nature of the pedagogues

floccinaucinihilipilification.

often transcends to their students who
thereafter suffer from a superiority
complex and face troubles in adapting
to newer dynamic environments.
Nevertheless, they gain high-quality
education as per the on-paper syllabus
and perhaps some practical
understanding. Locally their training
may stand out from the remaining, but
globally they at times experience
identity crisis. The lack of flexibility
combined with the futile arrogance in

reality leads nowhere.

For the youth to possess all the positive
qualities, open-mindedness,
adaptability, sincerity, team spirit and

thus bearing a scintillating personality



it is imperative to create and sustain a only then the spirit of “e pluribus
similar environment among all the unum” would continue to prevail and

stakeholders of the institute. Then and flourish the society at large.
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The Essential Role of Museums & Archives in Research

Avik Kumar Das, PCM Memorial Museum & Archives, Library

"Of all our national assets, Archives are the most precious; they are the gift of one
generation to another and the extent of our care of them marks the extent of our
civilization."

—Arthur G. Doughty, Dominion Archivist

In an age driven by data and
information, it is easy to forget the
tangible remains of the past — the
documents, artefacts, and relics that
whisper stories of bygone eras. These
treasures, housed in museums and
archives, are not merely remnants of
the past but are vital resources for
research institutes across disciplines.
They provide a tangible link to history,
offering invaluable primary sources
that breathe life into scholarly research.
Museums, with carefully curated
collections, offer researchers a unique
opportunity to engage with artefacts.
Imagine an archaeologist studying
ancient pottery shards, a historian
studying handwritten letters from a
pivotal historical figure, or an art
historian analysing the brushstrokes of
a master painter. These encounters with

the past, facilitated by museums,
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provide a depth of understanding that
transcends the limitations of textbooks.

Archives, on the other hand, serve as
repositories of institutional memory,
safeguarding documents, photographs,
and records that chronicle the evolution
of organisations, movements, and even
entire fields of study. For researchers,
archives the

are goldmines of

information, offering insights into

decision-making processes, societal
shifts, the
itself. A

example of the vital role museums and

and development of

knowledge compelling
archives play in research can be found
in the Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis
Memorial Museum and Archives
(PCMMM&A). Located within the
Indian Statistical Institute in Kolkata,
this institution stands as a testament to

the legacy of the renowned Indian



P.C.

Mahalanobis. The museum houses a

statistician professor
fascinating collection of personal
artefacts, photographs, and documents
that shed light on Mahalanobis's life,
work, and contributions to the field of
statistics. Researchers studying the
history of statistics, the development of
statistical methods, or even the socio-
political context of India find a wealth
of primary source material within the
archive. The archives, hold a treasure
trove of documents, including
correspondence, research papers, and
lecture notes, that provide a deeper
understanding  of  Mahalanobis’s
intellectual journey and the evolution
of his ideas. This archive is not merely
a tribute to a single individual but
serves as a valuable resource for
researchers tracing the development of
statistical thought and its impact on
various fields.

Chandra

Museum and Archives

Prasanta Mahalanobis
Memorial

(PCMMM&A) exemplify the crucial

role these institutions

play in
They

researchers a tangible connection to the

supporting  research, offer
past, providing primary sources that
enrich understanding and spark new
ideas. In an era of digital age that offers
unprecedented access to information,
the role of museums and archives
remains irreplaceable. These
institutions are not simply storehouses
of relics, but dynamic spaces where the
past intersects with the present, fueling
research, sparking curiosity, and
deepening our understanding of the
world around us. Museums and
Archives stand as a powerful testament
to this truth, reminding us that the
pursuit of knowledge is often best
served by bridging the gap between the
tangible and the digital, the historical
and the contemporary. By preserving
and celebrating tangible heritage, we
ensure that future generations of
scholars and citizens alike can continue
to learn from and be inspired by the

richness of the past.
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Influence of the “‘Holy Trio’ of the Ramakrishna Order on a
Student’s Life: A Personal Reflection on Spirituality in Everyday
Living

Ayoti Banerjee, Senior Research Fellow, GSU

Spirituality generally is deemed closest
to ritualistic worship and obedience to
God. As a student of science, it might
seem surprising that I am writing about
this topic, especially since science has
not proven the existence of God.
However, the phrase ‘a personal note’
in the title sets the tone, freeing me
from the discomfort of judgment. | do
not consider spirituality as same as
ritualistic worship. I think spirituality is
a way of connecting with a more
humane quality of life. As we grow up,
in our day-to-day lives, we come across
struggles of different forms. The stark
realities we face start colouring the
general view of life with negativity.
But life is synonymous with hope and
even if Samuel Beckett says “You’re on
Earth. There’s no cure for that’, we still
need to get up in the morning and move

on with life as we find it.
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Among the many harsh realities |
faced, the one that made me succumb
to the spiritual guidance of the ‘Holy
Trio’, i.e., Ramakrishna Paramahamsa
(Thakur), Sarada Devi (Maa) and
Swami Vivekananda (Swamiji), was
the period of Covid-19 pandemic. The
social distancing measures turned our
home into a kind of prison for my
mother and me, as well as many others.
The only things we expected from the
outside world were the virus itself and
the grim news of people—whether
acquaintances or strangers, young or
old, wealthy or poor—passing away.
From early 2020 until the end of 2021,
it was a prolonged period of terror and
confusion for those of us who had
never experienced a pandemic of this
magnitude before. The confinement
began to take a toll on our mental
health, leaving us vulnerable to anxiety

and depression. During this time, |



often found myself waking up at 4 a.m.
in a state of panic, unable to fall back
asleep due to the anxiety that had
settled in during the lockdown. But to
my surprise, | would always find my
mother sitting in a meditative posture,
chanting her mantra. She had received
Diksha’ the
Ramakrishna Order long ago, but I had

her *Mantra from
never been interested in learning more
about it—until anxiety took hold of me

during this difficult time.

As a child, 1 was never particularly
religious, even though my mother and
grandmother regularly engaged in
ritualistic worship. As | grew older, my
focus shifted more towards academics,
and even the meager time | spent in
prayer and worship, gradually
decreased. Peer pressure also played a
role in distancing me from these rituals,
as they were often dismissed as
unnecessary by my science-oriented
friends. So yes, fleeing from the pain of
anxiety was what forced me to take

refuge under the ‘Holy Trio” but it is
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not what is keeping me under them
every moment now. What truly draws
me to the path of the *Holy Trinity’ is
the simplicity it offers in accessing the
divinity within ourselves. Thakur and
Maa emphasized that all spiritual paths
are valid because they teach that
spirituality is not a material
achievement but is intrinsically linked
to our very existence. They ask only for
‘Mantra Japa’ (chanting) and ‘Dhyana’
(meditation) from us, promising a
journey toward self-realization and an
abundance of positivity in the future.
Swamiji reveals an even deeper truth:
the true meaning of life lies in serving
those in need. However, this mindset
cannot be cultivated unless we
discipline our minds through “Japa’ and
‘Dhyana’. These practices enable us to
see life beyond the narrow focus of
self-centered or self-obsessed pursuits.
Thus the *‘Holy Trio’ comes as a
package deal and through personal
experience; | have found that this
package truly fills our lives with

positivity. I am too old to simply



‘believe’ in miracles and Yes, | sleep

better now.

I have only touched on the surface of
Vedanta philosophy, as my own
understanding and practice of it are still
quite limited. However, this note is

intended for those who may explore

and grasp more with their intelligence
and curiosity. Just as the West in
Chicago embraced Swami
Vivekananda’s teachings of Thakur’s
philosophy, we, as Easterners, might
also try to delve into and appreciate the

wisdom we have inherited.
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Sights and Sounds of Japan
Sarbani Palit, CVPR

It was the end of June and the rainy season in Japan had just started. My
umbrella served its purpose, whether it was raining or not and for once in a foreign
land, I was not alone! Europeans are usually very resilient to the sun and | am often
the odd one out. There were a lot of people walking, many cycling, and a common
sight was the *‘Mamachari’—a bicycle, with carriers or baskets at the back and front, to
carry children as well as other items and the cyclist is often a lady. The Mamachari

appears to be very popular all across Japan.

Yokohama is a quaint city with two distinctly separate parts, one is the touristic and
less populated area while the other one, near the Railway Station, is the older part with
lots of markets, business areas and teeming with people. My hotel as well as the
Conference  Venue, The  Yokohama
Pacifico, were located in the former, very
ol close to the Yokohama Bay. During the
lunch hour, we walked down to the Pier.
— Despite the cloudy weather, there were
many persons fishing, some for their

livelihood and some for sport. | paused to

take the photo of a lady who had captured
quite a large prize. She immediately
posed for me and then released the fish
back into the water! There were a crowd
of pigeons and sparrows, feeding on the

scraps thrown to them by a gentleman and

his son, presumably. The view across the
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Bay was magnificent with the Bay Bridge at a distance, resembling greatly our very

own Vidyasagar Setu. We walked down a bridge skirting the Bay, for a while. At a

distance was the Cup Noodles Museum which is all about the birth and subsequent

growth of Cup Noodles.

On the way back, we walked past
the slowly rotating Ferris Wheel —
the London Eye of Yokohama.
The Wheel had its own
decorations of changing designs of
coloured lights which made quite a
show. A walk through the areas
around Minatomirai, especially
along the waterfront, took us to the
Red Brick Warehouse near the

Port at Shinto, which stood for a
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bygone era, adding to the
charm of the city.
The beautifully  designed
ceramic tiles in blocks of
nine on many of the

pavements



were a testimony to the eye for beauty
of the people. At Yamashita Park, we
were struck by a Drinking Fountain
constructed and donated by the Indian
Community of the City, on the
occasion of a devastating earthquake
in 1923. The fountain is housed in a
structure

resembling a temple

accessible from all four sides but with

a dome shaped roof like that of a [#

mosque with beautiful mosaic artwork

in the Mughal style on the interior.

After the Conference was over, we travelled to the town of Fujiyoshida, from

where, we set out by bus in the morning, for the 5" station of Mount Fujiyama. The
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ascent was through forests and
suddenly, we were at a clearing-our
destination with shops, restaurants and
offices. At the restaurant was a statue
of Igarashi Teiichi, a 105 year old man
who climbed Mt. Fuji in 1988, the
oldest so far.

climber Drawing

inspiration from him and a hearty

. breakfast, we embarked on the Yoshida

I trail to the summit.



The road from the 5% station to the
6" was made of coarse gravel
which seemed to suck up our |
energy, with each step that we
took. However, the cool and crisp
air and the magnificent view from
the trail, considerably boosted our
energy. With Mt. Fuji on our right,

as we gazed to the left, there were

ranges in different shades of blue, shrouded in mist and capped with Whit clouds

above.

Nestled between the mountains were sprawling towns, glistening in the sun and large

lakes with gleaming waters. While there were big trees when we started the trek, the
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girth and height of the foliage
soon diminished. In about an
hour, we reached the
6'" station. As we proceeded,
the landscape on the mountain
changed dramatically. There
were large tracts of loose soil,
often strewn with rocks, some
patches of grass here and there.
The trail was now over huge
and rough, black boulders
consisting of solidified lava

flows and extremely steep.



There were iron posts at irregular intervals on both sides, connected by ropes or chains.
The trail had suddenly been transformed to an exceedingly arduous one. | recalled
seeing people coming with tall poles and now understood why! Nevertheless, at
irregular intervals there was somewhat level ground with a shop selling food, water,
an oral rehydrate solution called *Sports Water’ and even an occasional bench for
resting. Some people had their sticks stamped, for a fee, as a memoir of their visit

there.

At about the same time that the vegetation had reduced to small scrubs and bushes and
the terrain became rockier, a unique sound, waxing and waning over time, captured
my attention. The sound, though melodious, was almost plaintive in nature and was
like that from a wind instrument. It grew to a crescendo, stayed for some time and then
died down and repeated itself some time later. The wind blowing through the rocks
was probably responsible for this but it was very different from the usual sounds that
strong winds give rise to. Towards the end of the 7™ station, dark clouds filled the sky
and a light drizzle started. Since there was no shelter on the trail, the only option was
to wear rain jackets and keep moving. While this trek repeatedly tested the limits of
my endurance, it also renewed my faith in my fellow beings: | was given a helping
hand by a completely unknown person, more than once, a kind man offered his mittens
to me, saying that he had a spare pair. Many a time I missed my footing and fell on the
rocks, people were at my side instantly, helping me back to me feet. Unfortunately,
the trek was taking its toll. | reached Taishikan, at the beginning of the 8™ station with
my body complaining on multiple counts. There was a First Aid Station there, whose
personnel took very good care of me but advised against making the rest of the climb
to the summit. Luckily, both food and boarding were available for the night at the
mountain hut. But, | was in for a surprise -- suddenly, a man from the Station came

forth with his video camera to record my opinion of the assistance received there. He
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two-timed as a reporter of the local TV station and conducted my ‘interview’ through
the translator on his phone. Quite an unprecedented turn of events!

The mountain hut had a team of dedicated workers, one of whom immediately took
charge of our bags, helped us to insert our shoes in plastic bags and take them upstairs
to our sleeping spaces. We gratefully sank into the sleeping bags provided to us and
got up only when called for dinner. Dinner was served on a low table with the diners
squatting on the floor instead of sitting on chairs. One of the staff noticed the plight of
our weary legs in trying to sit on the floor and without a word, came forth with low
stools. Dinner consisted of sticky rice, meat, a sweet and unlimited amounts of tea. We
were also handed a breakfast pack for the next morning. In that tired state, the warmth
shown by the mountain hut staff was quite overwhelming.

We watched the sunrise,
amidst the stretches of
mountain ranges with thick
fog and clouds mostly
~ below us and some clouds
above. It was an almost
surreal experience to see the
glimmer of reddish-golden
light, slowly spreading

across the sky and finally,
the sun bursting through the clouds. As the dawn broke, we started on our descent back
to the 5™ station. Before leaving the 8™ Station, out of gratitude for the personnel at
the First Aid Station (which runs on donations), | decided to make another donation.
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My interviewer of the previous evening immediately pounced on me, recording my

statement as to why | had decided to donate some more!

As we made our way back, the eerie, mournful music of the mountain accompanied us
often, but try as I might, I could never satisfactorily record the sounds. The mountain

had its secrets, which it would not give up and | had to be content with it.

At Hiroshima, we walked over to the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park, located
between two branches of the Motoyasu River which joined at the end of the Park. The
Atom Bomb and the devastation it caused is a tale known to all but actually standing
on the very place that it occurred, instills a sense of awe. The Park houses the Peace
Pond , on one end, which has a cenotaph dedicated to the victims while a Peace Flame
continues to burn at the other,
purportedly  till  nuclear
weapons cease to exist. At the
Children’s Memorial nearby,
we learnt of Sadako Sasaki,
who was only two years old at
the time of the bombing and
though she was not directly

affected, the radiation caused

her to develop leukemia and
die at the age of twelve. She was a very cheerful little girl and well loved by her friends

and her fellow patients at the Red Cross Hospital which she had to frequent. She had
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heard that if she could make a
thousand origami paper cranes, she
would be granted whatever she
wished for. And so, with the hope of
being cured someday, the little girl
kept making cranes out of whatever
paper she could lay her hands on,
some of which are still preserved at
the Peace Museum. Sadako’s friends
actually came up with the idea of the
to commemorate her
Their

culminated into a Peace Monument

Memorial,

tremendous spirit. efforts
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with a figure of Sadako, atop a concrete structure, holding up a crane. Inside the

structure is a peace bell with a bronze crane attached to the rope. There are glass

cubicles behind the monument containing a multitude of brightly coloured paper

cranes, regarded as a symbol of peace, the world over.
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The Genbaku Dome or the
Atom Bomb dome stands
behind the Peace Pond, as one
of the handful  of

which remained standing after

buildings

the bombing. Once upon a time
it was the Industrial Prefectural
Hall of the City. While almost
the entire city was reduced to



rubble, a part of the infrastructure of the Hall lived on. The upper part of the dome is
just its skeleton of metal but some of the walls and columns survived since it
was almost directly under the blast. The building has been preserved amidst
differences of opinion of the inhabitants of the city, as a grim reminder of the terrible
disaster. Since there was a fence around the building, we could only peer through the
openings and try to envisage what it must have been like. Some of the walls
had shadowy shapes etched into them which were probably from the people standing
against the walls, killed instantly as the blast hit it. The bomb had been dropped at 8:15
am. The day starts early in the land of the rising sun and the timing had perhaps been

selected to maximize the damage to life.

As we walked back towards the Museum at the other end of the Park, we went into a
Visitors Centre. It was, formerly, a kimono shop during the World War Il from
where, the owner provided free dresses for the soldiers. The building had a basement
which survived the disaster and has been preserved with its cracks and deformations
for all to see. The basement housed an office and its sole survivor, Eizo Nomura’s
| description of the aftermath is
inscribed inside. The building
also houses the Piano Café. It
derives its name from the Grand
Piano displayed there which
belonged to Akiko, who was born
at Los Angeles in 1926 but had
moved back to Hiroshima with
her family. While she died the
very next day of the bombing, her
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piano remains as yet another witness and with some restoration, still produces ‘peace-

themed’ music.

The Peace Museum is where the story of the Atom Bomb really comes alive. There
are countless stories, accounts of survivors, photographs, paintings and objects left
fused, burnt or battered after the blast, on display. School students were deployed to
pull down buildings in the cities of Japan during the war in order to prevent fires from
spreading in the event of air strikes. When the bomb struck, these children were at
work and in that half-burnt condition, had run into the river for some relief and
eventually perished there. Stories and paintings of people running in tatters, blood all
over them, burnt flesh ripping off, the river full of corpses bring out the enormity of
the horror. A black rain had followed the blast and people had opened their mouths to
receive it, hoping to soothe themselves, only to devour more of radioactive material.
The marks of the black rain on a building wall have been preserved. There are bits and
pieces of the uniforms of the children, a deformed tricycle and helmet of a child whose
father had buried him along with it, a lunch box belonging to a schoolboy, containing
a mixture of rice, barley and potato which was discovered by his mother in a scorched
condition beneath his skeletal remains, the painting of a horse-cart owner who had died
leaning on his horse after removing the horse’s bridle and trappings to give him some
relief, innumerable accounts of people slowly succumbing to cancer on account of
radiation exposure, persons becoming progressively weak and turning into burdens on

their families—Ileave one speechless.
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In another section of the Museum,
was being played, the story of the
Akatsuki Corps—child soldiers, in
their teens who had been trained as
a marine suicide attack squad but
were called in to help in the wake of
the dropping of the bomb. The
documentary made from their
accounts is chilling and touching at
the same time, transporting one
back in time to that fateful day. The
adjoining Peace Memorial Hall is a

place of quietude with a monument

at the centre resembling a clock
showing 8:15 — the time of the attack and a panoramic view of the bombed city on the
walls around the hall, constructed using 1,40,000 tiles, the approximate number of
victims.

One cannot but admire the way at
which the city has risen from its
ashes and recall the words of
Miekichi Suzuki (hailed in Japan

as the Father of Children’s

Literature), inscribed at the Peace
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Memorial Park: I will forever dream, simply as | did in my boyhood and therefore

suffer only little.

Our next destination was Oita, in Kyushu Island, to meet a long-time family friend.
We visited Beppu, a haven of hot springs—Onsen in Japanese. We saw the Seven Hells
(Jigoku) of Beppu—Kamado Jigoku (Cooking Pot Hell) with brilliant blue steaming
pools where one can drink a cup of the hot spring water for 5 yen, Oniishi Bozu Jigoku
(Shaven Head Monk’s Hell) with boiling grey mud pools with bubbles emanating
forming concentric circles and apparently resembling the bald head of
a monk, Oniyama Jigoku (Crocodile Hell) with lots of crocodiles lazily soaking up the
sun, lying in the warm waters, Tatsumaki Jigoku (Tornado Hell) which consists of a
geyser erupting every half an hour or so, to name some. We were next escorted by our
host to a ‘Steam Kitchen’. Here, one has to order food, which arrives raw (vegetables,
meat, eggs), in vertically stacked bowls made of steel mesh and has to be cooked with
the assistance of the staff. The set of bowls has to be lowered into the oven, which
is heated by the steam from the hot springs and retrieved after a time set by the staff,
when the food is steamed and ready to be eaten.

We began the last day of our stay with a visit to Usuki, an old castle-town. Stone
' sculptures of Buddha, carved into
the rock wall, dating back more
than 1300 years are a hallmark of
this place. These are situated in an
old forest amongst tall trees and
lush greenery, with a lotus pool
and gardens and is a frequent
haunt of artists. We briefly went

to the castle which has a moat
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around it and as we walked up, observed a number of buildings, made partly of wood

and partly of stone, inside it, including a lotus pond and a bridge across it.
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The mournful melodies of
Mount Fujiyama, the touching
stories haunting the city of
Hiroshima and the stone
Buddhas, residing silently for
ages to come in the forest-
garden of Usuki, remain alive
in my heart.
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Night

Soumyanetra Munshi

The night never was ours
It was by them, for them, of them
Not made soft for the rest of a tired body
Not made fragrant for the ease of sleep
Lullabies didn’t play for the
Happiness of the soul
The velvet wasn’t spread to absorb
The sweat that smelled of duty
The lights weren’t dimmed
Because eyelids were heavy
With too much exhaustion
The window wasn’t opened for the
Soothing night wind to caress her face...

How many nights
Should we walk the streets
Before we can see the day?
How many times
Should we shout and cry
Before you can hear us say?
How many times
Should we wrestle with death
Before you know we want to live?

Yes and how many times
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Should we swear our oaths
Before you will finally believe?
How many times
Should we close our fists
Before you know we’re strong?
How many times
Should we be reborn
Before you know it’s too long?

The answer my friend
Is being written right here
There’s no stopping, there’s no fear

The night is ours, now and forever...
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Was

Soumyanetra Munshi

I don’t want to be nice and decent
I want to tear off my skin
And bludgeon my patience
And rip apart my smiles
I want to expose
All that’s inside of me
Rugged, sharp, torn
Shorn of all loveliness and care
Smells of fumes of anger
Layers of dreams
That melt away into nothingness
All coiled up
Boiling roiling
Like mirrors of stagnant time
That reflect something’s wrong
All that’s wrong
Like curtains of lies and deceit
That hang down heavily
On richly decorated truths
Like the cries of honesty
Begging for mercy
At the altar of vainness
I am done
More than done
Let the sun and the rain
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And the storm and the seas
Wash me and tear me down...
No rosy cheeks
No dimpled chin
No powders and paints
No plasters no casts
Nothing to hide
Just unadorned fire
Raw flames
Burning down
Even the last shred of shame
Every speck of modesty
Heat and sweat
Throbbing and pulsating
Fear and danger
Absolute mess everywhere
It’s a world where
There’s no heaven no hell
Everything’s merged into
Rage
Unspeakable rage
Inexpressible fury
Nothing waits to be uttered
Because utterance itself
Has declared silence
Has silenced civility

Nothing borrows
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Or lends itself
There’s absolute disregard
For propriety
There’s no me left
Just miles and miles
Of pure madness
I am writing myself down
Like a poem that
Doesn’t want to end
That keeps stitching
And mending edges
Thinking it’s done
But it’s not
So she tears them down
And starts the pattern anew
Like it just wants to
Inscribe on the melting walls of time

That she once... was...
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The issue of Identity in Asian-American Diasporic Fiction with

special reference to Bharati Mukherjee

Suman Rudra, Library

The beginning of European
colonisation in the 19" century and the
process of empire building in Asia and
Africa brought with itself the problems
of colonial exile and migration, both
forced and unforced. Peoples across the
and  Caribbean

Asian,  African

Diasporas have been ruthlessly
dislocated and displaced from their
native cultural roots and placed in an
alien cultural and socio-political
environment. Examining the themes of
identity, displacement, race-relations,
ethnicity, rootlessness and ultimately
acceptance and assimilation, therefore,
is the staple stuff of most fictions,
novels and short stories alike,
recounting the diasporic experience.
So, in order to understand the dilemma
has to

of diasporasation, one

understand the problematics of
diasporic cultural identity.
Stuart Hall, in his wonderfully

nuanced notion of identity, offers two
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related ways of thinking about identity
in his essay “Cultural Identity and
Diaspora”. In the first place, Hall
directs our attention to the
indispensible role played in all anti-
colonial struggles by a conception of
“cultural identity” defined “in terms of
one’s shared culture, a sort of
collective, one true self.......... which
people with a shared history and
ancestry (of a colonial past) have in
common”. This, he adds, “continues to

be a very powerful and creative force in

emergent forms of representation
amongst hitherto marginalised
peoples.”

In this context, it is best to begin
with what Benita Parry says with
regard to Stuart Hall’s wonderfully
nuanced notion of diaspora and
diasporic cultural identity. “Cultural
identity” according to Benita Parry, “is
now perceived as multi-located and
that

polysemic - a situation



characterises post-coloniality and is at
its most evident in the diasporic
condition”. How cultural identity
impacts, defines and reformulates the
diasporic condition, or conversely, how
a diasporic condition redefines a
person’s identity is something that
needs to be examined and anlysed.
Hall’s

identity stresses that identities are not

second position on
fixed but ‘subject to the continuous
“play” of history, culture and power’.
From this perspective, identities are not
‘grounded in a mere “recovery” of the
past’ but they “are the names we give to
the different ways we are positioned
by, and position ourselves within, the
narratives of the past’. By arguing for
these two notions in the same register,
Hall is able to suggest that the ‘play of
“difference” within identity’ exceeds a
binary structure of representations so
that identities do not remain fixed in an
essentialized past but change with
place and time. Therefore, as Hall
points out, it is from this second

position only, which takes into account

170

the idea of difference alongside

similarity, ‘that we can properly
understand the traumatic character of
“the  colonial  experience”, the
experience of exile and alienation, of
dispersal and fragmentation’.

In all kinds of post-colonial
diasporic literature, including
American diasporic fiction, therefore,
lies an inherent suggestion of the
conflicts between the two kinds of
diasporic identities. Stuart Hall puts
forth “identity as being’, which offers a
fictive sense of unity and communality,
as opposed to ‘identity as becoming’,
which reveals, instead, the
discontinuity in the migrant identity
formation. Hall was of course referring
to the Afro-Caribbean, but his
observations hold true for multi-ethnic
and multi-cultural America as well.

South-Asian American writers
in English are amongst the newest
voices in a multi-cultural and multi-
ethnic America. Writers of South-
Asian origin are either first or second
India,

generation immigrants from



Pakistan, Sri Lanka or Bangladesh;
some of whom have journeyed here via
Kenya and Uganda, or Trinidad and
Guyana, or Mexico and Canada.
Bharati Mukherjee belongs to this
tradition.

A first-generation immigrant
who emigrated to the Unites States of
America (USA) in 1980, Bharati
Mukherjee might be considered as the
quintessential immigrant-turned-
citizen who now embraces being an
“American citizen with a troubling and
insistent fierceness”. Born and raised in
Calcutta, Mukherjee went to the United
States in 1961 and then to Canada in
1966 where she met Clark Blaise, her
future husband. Bharati Mukherjee
in Canada from 1966-1980,

where she was treated as an outsider

lived

and an expatriate, before emigrating to
USA. Her personal essay discusses the
advantages of moving from a racist
Canada into the United States where
she feels more racially liberated and
culturally integrated. For her, the

movement from racist Canada to
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multicultural America was like “a
movement from the aloofness of
expatriation to the exuberance of
She
naturalized American citizen (Green
Card holder) in 1988, the year she

published her best work ‘Middleman’,

immigration”. became a

which won the National Books Critics
Circle Award.

Mukherjee’s adoption of an
immigrant as opposed to an expatriate
identity has been profoundly enabling
for all her writings. In her own words,
she has “joined imaginative forces with
an anonymous; driven underclass of
semi-assimilated Indians with
sentimental attachments to a distant
homeland but no real desire for
permanent return”. Further, Mukherjee
does not see her “Indianness” as an
isolated configuration that can only be
at “home” with other Indian people
scattered across the American diaspora
: “instead of seeing my Indianness as a
fragile identity to be preserved against
obliteration (or worse, a ‘visible’

disfigurement to be hidden), | see it



now as a set of fluid identities to be
celebrated.” The present topic aims to
assess Bharati Mukherjee’s works in
the light of her self-representation as an
by
understanding the applicability of her

immigrant-turned-American

characters to real life diasporists in the
United States from a hybridized, post-
national, de-territorialized context.

America is essentially a
multicultural melting pot — a place
where many cultures, identities,
languages, religions and ethnicities
interact with and influence each other.
Though Bharati Mukherjee’s diasporic
identity has been gradually subsumed
by her American identity, it is not
necessarily unidirectional. In other
words, acculturation and assimilation
into the host culture, which has led to
diasporists like Mukherjee becoming
Americanized, had its own counter-
cultural strains which has led to
America becoming more globalized
and universalized in the process.

She considers herself as an

immigrant who has been Americanized
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and wishes to fall in line with the
American canonical literary tradition,
having adopted ‘an American born
sensibility’. “My stories are about
conquest, not about loss”, she says.
She, however, ignores the existence of
other immigrants , mainly illegals,
refugees and working classes, and the
complex issues of class, race, gender,
hybridity and heterogeneity in relation
to diasporic writings. In ‘Middleman’,
however, she deals with such complex
issues — how the illegal immigrants
were made to work at the back of the
Sri
almost ended up in jail in his attempt to

kitchen, how a Tamil Lankan
realize a fruitless quest. She does not
consider herself as a diasporic ‘model
minority’ and with this view she has
adopted an assimilationist narrative
stance, though how far she has actually
been integrated and assimilated into the
mainstream culture is debatable.
Diaspora, as we know, is
basically of two kinds — traditionalist
and assimilationist. Traditionalist is the

older Jewish sense of the diaspora, the



more pristine form which retains its

separate identity  and resists
acculturation with the host culture. It
always longs to return to its native
roots. Assimilationist diaspora, on the
other hand, is the newer form of
diasporism. It adopts an assimilationist
position and gradually merges with the
mainstream culture of the host country,
eventually ceasing to view itself as a
diaspora. It is to this second category
that Bharati Mukherjee belongs.
Bharati Mukherjee shows that it
is the old hegemonistic notion of
America as a land of limitless
opportunities, inspired by the concept
of the “American Dream”, that is
responsible for most of the migrations
in the post 1950s. The novels of the
first  generation  Asian-American
women writers like Amy Tan’s ‘Joy
Luck Club’, Maxine Hong Kingston’s
‘Chinamen’ ‘The

and Bharati

and Women

Warriors’ Mukherjee’s
own ‘Wife’, “‘Jasmine’ and ‘Holder of
the World’,

assimilatory themes. They all present

all  share common

173

the hegemonistic notion of America as
a land of limitless opportunities.
However, when the migrants reach
there, they see that they are virtually
caught ‘in-between’ two worlds and
they can neither accept one nor reject
the other. It is this ‘in-betweenness’ or
the middle position of the diasporist;
which Homi Bhabha has called the
“Third Space of Enunciation’, the most
problematic dialectic in the discourse
of diasporism; that grabs Bharati
Mukherjee’s attention.

All her novels and stories deal
with the problem of space in one way or
the other. In ‘Middleman’ too, she is
dealing with the problems of in-
betweenness, or the middle position of
the diasporic middleman. She is not so
much showing the dark side of the
American dream, but rather the
consequences of the aspiration of
working class immigrants from an
Indian context. In conclusion, it can be
said that Bharati Mukherjee is not so
much a representative of the south Asian

diasporic community in America, but



rather the champion of the very for herself in the process which is neither
heterogeneity that diasporic culture diasporic nor American, but somewhere

brings with itself, creating a new identity in-between.
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Poems and Songs and Much More: Celebrating Womanhood

Soumyanetra Munshi, ERU

Not a Poem or a Song

Hamraaz

Yesterday, you asked me to write a poem
or a song about the women of Shaheen Bagh,
and | laughed and said,
that's not possible -
the women of Shaheen Bagh
are a poem and a song-
but last night as I drifted
off to sleep in my warm bed,
it came to me that I'd been wrong-
the women of Shaheen Bagh
are not a poem or a song,
they are women who have been sitting
for weeks, night and day, on a road—
in spite of cold wind and hard pavement,
in spite of the threat of lathis,
tear gas and jail—
they've been sitting because they won't stand
to see students beaten by police,
to see unjust laws divide the land—
because they are stubborn and right and strong-

and that, my friend, is more powerful and beautiful
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than any poem or song anywhere.

Not just protesting women. All women
- be it in their domestic spheres or in
their occupational ambit - are not just
poems and songs. They are certainly
these - and much more. So Women’s
Day is not just 8th March but all days -
because every day in our lives is shaped
by innumerable contributions of all

kinds of women.

On 8th March,

recognised as Women’s Day, we at ISl,

internationally

fondly remember and express our

sincerest appreciation and

acknowledgment  for all  such
contributions of women by organising

various kinds of events.

This year, on the lovely spring evening
of 8th March 2024, we celebrated
International Women’s Day (IWD)
2024, in the
Auditorium (PJA) at the Kolkata

Campus. Under the able directorship of

Platinum Jubilee

Professor Sanghamitra
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Bandyopadhyay, ISI, has been ardently

celebrating International Women’s
Day on or around 8th March for many

years now.

As a prelude to the main event, several
competitions are organised in the
preceding weeks. This year we had
organised three contests - a
photography contest, a poetry and
essay writing contest, and an art
contest, as part of this year’s IWD

celebration.

The theme for this year’s IWD was
“Inspire Inclusion”. Hence the writing
contest was titled “Left Out: Tales of
Women’s Struggles for Inclusion”.
And this is how the call for submission

read:

“In all spheres of life, women have
been marginalised and relegated to the
fringes and borders of mainstream

dominance. Their voices have been



muffled, their protests choked, their
complaints ignored, and their scars
covered. Their very existence has been
taken for granted wherever necessary,
simply
convenient. Often their outbursts and

and forgotten  whenever
rebellion have been smothered under
disgrace, dishonour, shame and fear.
Their tears of pain and sighs of sorrow
have been brushed away by the
arrogance and high-handedness of the

powers that be.

But we stand in solidarity with them —
in spirit and thoughts. Let us bring to
the fore these unforgettable tales of
struggle that women have undertaken
in all walks of life to get their voices
heard and opinions counted. Their
feelings shared and concerns cared

for.

We received many submissions, in
spite of midterm exams of the students
that was going on even till the deadline.
And needless to say, the judges had
quite a hard time selecting a few as the
winners. | was humbled, overwhelmed,
touched and deeply moved by reading
some of the pieces.

We are very glad, therefore, that we
could come together with the Lekhon
team, and are now able to share the
for wider

winning entries

dissemination of their deeply-felt
experiences. Here are the winning
submissions for everyone to cherish
and rejoice - to celebrate the creation
that is more enduring and beautiful than

all songs and poems - womanhood!
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Juggling Responsibilities and Shaping the Society: A Tribute to All
Working Mothers and A Call for Societal Change.

Neelarka Roy, MSQE

It's 6:00AM in the morning. No sooner did
the alarm ring in Mrs. Verma's phone than
she put it off. Her husband and children
had complained the other day that their
sleep was being disturbed because of her

loud alarm.

Mrs. Verma actually had no other choice
but to set a loud alarm. Of late she has been
suffering from knee and back pain. Every
morning, there is a duel between her body
and her mind, with her body ravenously
demanding a bit more rest and sleep, and
her mind reminding her that she has to
cook breakfast and pack tiffin for her
husband

importantly, that there is nobody else to do

and children, and most
the same. Hence, as a way to stop this duel
and get the body to work for another long

and tiring day, a loud alarm works just fine.

Mrs. Verma wakes up and gets to work.
After making the necessary arrangements,
she sits in front of her laptop to go through
the presentation she has to deliver today in
front of 10 high profile investors who will
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be coming from the USA. She goes
through her presentation that she had to
work upon till 1AM the previous night
while not for once forgetting to count the
number of whistles made by the pressure

cooker.

Around an hour later, after food has been
prepared, her husband and children wake
up. They take a bath, have breakfast while
grumbling that the food tasted less than
what they had expected, get ready and

leave.

Mrs. Verma has no time to rest. She has to
reach her office by 9AM. She too gets
ready quickly, packs her bag, and leaves.

At her office, hardly had she settled down
at her desk when she is called upon by her
boss to make the presentation. As she
entered the conference room, she could
sense 10 pairs of eyes gazing rather
weirdly at her. In all probability, they had
not expected a woman in her mid-40s, a

mother of two, and someone who only



until a few hours ago was busy cooking
food,

presentation.

to deliver such an important

Mrs. Verma delivered the presentation to
the best of her ability. Questions, and
counter-questions were thrown at her, all
of which she felt she could answer
correctly and confidently. After the tiring
job got over, she realised she was hungry.
She had to eat, make a phone call to her
home to the maid to enquire whether her
children have returned home safely from
school in time, and then complete her

remaining task of the day.

She heads for the office canteen, where
food is prepared with proportions of salt,
sugar and oil which are often not in sync
with each other. Employees, however,
mostly eat without complaining because
searching for better food outside is
something their crunch schedule cannot
afford, and also because the prices of food
items in the canteen are lower than those in

food outlets outside.

As Mrs. Verma orders her food, she tries to
recall the last time she had brought food

cooked at home to her workplace. It was
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back in her pre-marriage days that her late
mother used to cook and pack her lunch
lovingly. Post-marriage, she was allowed
to continue with her job on the condition
that the entire responsibility of cooking
breakfast and dinner for the family would
be bestowed upon her shoulders. Her in-
laws are fundamentally against the idea of
hiring a cook. According to them, it's the
duty of the women of the family to cook
and do other household jobs as much as
possible.

Pondering over the past is something Mrs.
Verma can't afford to do for long. She takes
her meal and returns to her desk without
wasting a second. She then makes a phone
call to her home, learns that her children
have reached home safely from school in
time, heaves a sigh of relief, and gets

engrossed in her work.

It's 5:30PM now by the clock. Mrs. Verma
felt that she should leave a bit early (the
official working hours being till 6PM) so
that she could take some rest before
cooking dinner at home. As she was about
to leave, she could see her boss, Mr.
Poonawallah, apparently not in the best of

moods, approaching towards her."Mrs.



Verma, can you just stay back for an hour
longer, and prepare a nice Excel file of the
data that Ihave mailed to you? It's urgent, |
have to submit it to the higher authorities
by the end of the day."

Mrs. Verma unconsciously nods her head
with a sigh. Saying 'no' is something that
needs to be taught from early childhood,
and a vast majority of women are not
taught the same. After all, how can a
woman say 'no'? According to societal
definitions, a 'good' woman with 'proper’
upbringing is someone who adjusts
according to the whims of her surrounding
people, and always remains at the beck and
call of seniors and superiors, both at work

and at home.

As she was logging into her email, Mr.
Poonawallah walked a few steps before
turning back towards Mrs.Verma, and
said," By the way, Mrs. Verma, today's
presentation of yours was probably not the
best of presentations our company has
made before investors. We had expected at
least 6 of them to invest in our company,
and only 4 of them have agreed. We do not

want to let go prospective investors
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henceforth. Hence, there won't be any

room for slip-ups from here on."”

Saying so, Mr. Poonawallah gives a wry
smile and leaves. Mrs. Verma lets out

another sigh and getsbusy with her work.

Thus is a quintessential day in the life of
like

Mrs.Verma who contribute to the country's

thousands of working mothers

GDP, lead to the empowerment of women
in the society, positively influence people
around(after all, there is hardly a better
way to observe and imbibe the qualities of
resilience, dutifulness, dedication,
perseverance, and love than to watch
closely the life of a working mother), as
well as raise a generation of citizens, who,
unless heavily influenced otherwise, will
be more empathetic towards women and
the problems faced by them, having seen

the struggles of their mothers first-hand.

However, we, as a society, still have a long

way to go in being satisfactorily
accommodative of the needs of working
mothers, and addressing the day-to-day
problems, stress and immense pressure
faced by them. Sharing household

responsibilities is the least we all can do to



ease the lives of working mothers. Apart
from that, however, the responsibility to
look into their welfare lies on the
Government, CEOs, and people occupying
positions of authority as well. In the
intense race for more and more
materialistic achievements and economic
prosperity, calls by billionaires and CEOs
for a 70- hour workweek do not make the
future look very promising. While reports
saying that Indian employees are among
the least productive in the world garner all
the attention, reports to which most of our
eyes are shut include the likes of the one
made by the office commute platform
MovelnS ync which says that Indians
spend more than 7% of their day in
commuting to office, one of the highest in
the world, another by the National Library
of Medicine which says that 32.9% of
married, working women in
Odisha

chronic depression and only about 10% of

Bhubaneshwar, suffer  from
them sought professional help, and yet
another titled "Predicament of Returning

Mothers" by Ashoka University in 2018

which stated that a staggering 73% of
working women in India leave their jobs
after giving birth to a child, and among the
ones who return afterward,48% leave their

jobs within 4 months.

A society can't claim itself to be a modern
and progressive society if a substantial
portion of its working women are forced to
opt out of the labour force after giving birth
to a child, and the ones who remain have to
undergo undue stress, pressure and
resulting physical and mental health issues.
As India embarks on its vision to become a
5 trillion dollar economy within the next
few years and marches ahead in the quest
for economic prosperity and gaining
greater global power and recognition, we
as citizens do count on our Government,
CEOs,

positions of authority to ensure that the

and other people occupying
holistic well-being of one and all,
especially of working mothers, who play
such a pivotal role in the overall
development of the society, is duly taken

care of.
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Silenced Wings: Echoes of Women's Struggles
Sevantee Basu, B.Stat 111 year

She, denied the light of equal birth
where brothers thrive in unfair demands,
yearning for wisdom, freedom, and mirth

lived a childhood marred by biased hands.

She, forced to wed in tender bloom,
whose dreams were shadowed by the Darth of gloom;
In the streets, she who fell prey to vilest sin,

left with scars wrenching her heart, soul, and skin!

She, who screamed in flames beside her husband's pyre
Her life's worth, denied by the Society's desire!
Violence and abuse, a constant within

left alone battering, hopes wearing thin.

In the workplace, where discrimination stung,
Unequal pay, harassment, undue advantages sung
Crossing education barriers, independence she sought,

Single-handed her children she brought.

Underrepresented, in all phases of life
A neglected daughter to an unappreciated wife;
In all trials set by resilience's art,

She prayed for ears to heed her heart.
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Today, She, the writer of this plea still keen;
Wonders why the disparity persists, unseen.
And in her words a chorus rings;

Echoes of women's silenced wings!

>k 3k 3k 3k 3k %k % %k %
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69th Annual Athletics Sports 2022-2023

Position Event Name Name
1st 100 Mtrs. Flat Race SARTHAK SARAR
2nd ARUNAV BHOWMIC
3rd ARKAPRAVA SANKI
1st 200 Mtrs. Flat Race DIPTANIL SATRA
2nd SUVANKAR SAHA
3rd SARTHAK SARAR
1st 400 Mtrs. Flat Race ARUNAV BHOWMIC
2nd DIPTANIL SATRA
3rd SUVANKAR SAHA
1st Running High Jump SARTHAK SARAR
2nd SUVANKAR SAHA
3rd SOHAM MAJUMDER
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1st Running Long Jump MANAS PATTANAYAK

2nd DIPTANIL SATRA

3rd ARKAPRAVA SANKI

1st 100 Mtrs. Flat Race (30+ to 45 Years AKSHAYA KR. GHOSH
Male)

2nd ABHISHEK ROY

3rd UTSAV CHAUDHURY

1st Kicking the Football (30+ to 45 Years PUSPAK CHAKRABORTY
Male)

2nd UJJWAL MONDAL

3rd RIJU BISWAS
Kicking the Football into the Net

1st TAPAN SARKAR
(Goal) (30+ to 45 Years Male)

2nd ABHISHEK ROY

3rd NAYAN MAJEE

1st Hitting the Target (Cricket Ball) (30+ ALPIN MONDOL
to 45 Years Male)

2nd SUBHAS ORAON

3rd BIJAY KR. BALMIKI
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Kicking the Football (45+ and above

1st PRASANTA KR. SAU
Male)

2nd BISWAJIT GHOSH

3rd TARUN BERA

1st Breaking the Jar (45+ and above | o\ 1210 MONDAL
Male)

2nd TARAK KR. TA

3rd GOURI SANKAR ACHARYA

Lot Kicking the Football into the Net TARAK NATH PANDIT
(Goal) (45+ and above Male)

2nd CHIRANJIB DEY

3rd SOUMEN MONDAL

Lst Hitting the Target (Cricket Ball) (45+ PRABIR DAS
and above Male)

2nd SHYAMAL PATRA

3rd AJAY KR. DAS
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100 Mtrs. Flat Race (18+ to 30 Years

1st Female Including Wards of the | SAHELI DAS
Works)
2nd KASHISH TIBREWAL
Balance Race (Spoon & Marbel) (18+
1st to 30 Years Female Including Wards | DEBARPITA BAG
of the Works)
2nd SAYANTANI MONDAL
3rd SAHELI DAS
1st Balance Race (Spoon & Marbel) (30+ EKTA BHATTACHARYA
and above Female)
2nd PAYAL SANA
3rd RINKU MAJUMDER
1st Needle & Thread Race (30+ and EKTA BHATTACHARYA
above Female)
2nd SOMA ADHIKARI
3rd MANASHI MONDAL
i +
1st Breaking the Jar (30+ and above SAMPA PAL

Female)
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2nd

MINU DAS & NUPUR PAL

3rd SUCHITRA BALAMI

Lst 50 Mtrs. Flat Race (Boys & Girls) (Age SOUMIT DAS
upto 6 Years)

2nd ARAV MALLICK

3rd SHIVAM TANTI

Lst 50 Mtrs. Orange Race (Boys & Girls) HRITIK KUMAR
(Age upto 6 Years)

2nd SOUMIT DAS

3rd SHIVAM TANTI
75 Mtrs.

Lot rs. Flat Race (Boys) (Age 6+ to RAJIB MAHATO
10 Years)

2nd AYUSH BISHOI

1st 75 Mtrs. Orange Race (Boys) (Age 6+ | o)\ v rviaTo
to 10 Years)

2nd AYUSH BISHOI
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100 Mtrs. Sum Race (Girls) (Age 10+

1st SRIJANI DUTTA
to 14 Years)

2nd TAPASHYA PAL

3rd SUVAMITA PORE

1st 100 Mtrs. Flat Race (Girls) (Age 10+ TAPASHYA PAL
to 14 Years)

Consolation SRIJANI DUTTA
Kicking the Football into the Net

1st AVHAY MALLICK
Goal (Boys) (Age 14+ to 18 Years)

1st Eating the Fuchka (For Female) SUMEDH GHOSH

2nd NILIMA PAUL

3rd ARUNIMA DAS
Musical Chair (For Female Including

1st SAMPA PAL

> Worker's Wife)
2nd SUCHITRA BALAMI
3rd RINKU MAJUMDER
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Musical Ball (For Female Including

1st . RUPA DEVI
Worker's Wife)

2nd NILIMA PAUL

3rd MINU DAS

1st 50 Mtrs. Slow Race for Male RITES KR. TIWARY

2nd SUDHANSHU MALLICK

3rd SWARUP GHARA

1st Scooter/Motor Cycle Race (Jig-Jag) CHANDA SEKHAR DAS
(For Male)

2nd TAPAS BASU

3rd RAJESH NATH

1st Throwing the Ball (Shot Put) (For AVINASH BHAWNANI
Male)

2nd SOUMYA DAS

3rd TAPAS BASU
Kicking the Football into the Net

1st . RAJAT KANTI CHATTERJEE
(Goal) (ISI Retired Worker's)

2nd PRABIR KR. CHATTERJEE
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Hitting the Target (Wicket)

1st RABINDRA NARAYAN DAS
(ISI Retired Worker's)

2nd VIJOY OJHA

3rd BHOLANATH PAL

1st Walking (400 Mtrs.) Retired worker's | SASANKA SEKHAR

1st Relay Race (100x4) SARTHAK TEAM

2nd DIPTANIL TEAM

3rd CHANDRA TEAM

1st Intersection Football Tournament BOYS C

2nd BOYS B

1ST Sit & Draw (Section A) KRITI SAHOO

2nd AYUSH MISHRA

3rd SOUMIT DAS & PROSIDDHA

BANERJEE

218




OISHI CHAKRABORTY &

1ST Sit & Draw (Section B)
DEBANJANA DAS

1ST Sit & Draw (Section C) AMRITA DAS & RESHMI ORAON

>nd NAINA VERMA & PRAMUGDHA
BANERJEE

3rd MEGHNA DUTTA & SUBHAMITA
PORE

1st Recitation (Section A) KRITI SAHOO

2nd PRACHURJYO BERA

3rd PROSIDHYA BANERJEE

1st Recitation (Section B) AARSHI MUKHERJEE

1st Recitation (Section C) PARAMUGDHA BANERJEE

2nd MEGHNA DUTTA

3rd SUBHAMITA PORE

1st Intersection Volleyball Tournament | CRYPTOLOGY SOUMYA CAPTAIN

2nd R.S SANDEEP CAPTAIN
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1st Intersection Cricket Tournament EMU
2nd RC BOSE
Intersection Batminton Tournament
1st . SOHAM MAJUMDER
(Men Singgle's)
2nd SOUMYA DAS
Int ti Batminton T t
1st niersection Batminton TOUrNAMENT 1\ KHIL ANAND & TEJAS PUJARI
(Men Double's)
>nd ARUN A & PRATUSH KUMAR
SAHOO
Int ti Batminton T t
1st ntersec |o.n atminton Tournamen SEMANTHI DUTTA
(Women Singgle's)
2nd DIKSHITA SATPATHY
1st Intersection Batminton Tournament | NIKHIL ANAND &  SERENE
(Mixed Double's) RASHEED
>nd NITHYADEV ALL & SEMANTHI

DUTTA
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70th Annual Athletics Sports 2023-2024

Position Event Name Name
1st SARTHAK SARKAR
nd 100 Mtrs. Flat R.ace (18+ to 30 TANMAY KARMAKAR

Years Male Including Wards of the
3rd Works) ARUN A
1st TANMAY KARMAKAR
nd 200 Mtrs. Flat Race (18+ to 30 ARUN A
Years Male Including Wards of the
3rd Works) SUVANKAR SAHA
1st ARUNAV BHOWMIC
nd 400 Mtrs. Flat Race (18+ to 30 ARUN A
Years Male Including Wards of the
3rd Works) MANAS PATNAYAK
1st Running High Jump (18+ to 30 SARTHAK SARKAR
Years Male Including Wards of the
2nd Works) AASHIRWAD MOHAPATRA
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1st TANMAY KARMAKAR
>nd Running LorTg Jump (18+ to 30 Years AASHIRWAD MOHAPATRA
Male Including Wards of the Works)
3rd SARTHAK SARKAR
1st AKSHAYA KR. GHOSH
ond 100 Mtrs. Flat Race (30+ to 45 SUNEET GUPTA
Years Male)
3rd PRAVEEN KUMAR
1st UJJWAL MONDAL
>nd Kicking the Football (30+ to 45 JAYANTA KR. MISHRA
Years Male)
3rd LAMIN FADERA
1st LAMIN FADERA
Kicking the Football into the Net | ABDOUL RACHID ALIO
2nd (Goal) (30+ to 45 Years Male) MAHAMANE
3rd RIJU BISWAS
1st CHANDAN ORAN
>nd Hitting the Target (Cricket Ball) DESTA YOHANNIS HEMADE
(30+ to 45 Years Male)
3rd PANCHANAN TANTI
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1st SUJAN DUTTA
ond Kicking the Football (45+ and CHANDRA SEKHAR DAS
above Male)
3rd BISWAJIT GHOSH
1st SHIO SHANKAR YADAV
ond Breaking the Jar (45+ and above RAJESH NATH
Male)
3rd TAPAS BASU
1st TANMOY DAS
ond Kicking the Football into the Net SATYA NARAYAN ORAON
(Goal) (45+ and above Male)
3rd TARAK NATH PANDIT
1st BIRJU MALLICK
2nd Hitting the Target (Cricket Ball) =5 e e R ASANT PAUL
(45+ and above Male)
3rd AJAY KR. DAS
1st 100 Mtrs. Flat Race (18+ to 30 PRIYANKA JANA
Years Female Including Wards of
2nd the Works) SRIJANI DUTTA
3rd SUPARNA DAS
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1st Throwing the Ball (Shot Put) (18+to | SNEHA TIWARI
30 Years Female Including Wards of
2nd the Works) PRITI PARAMANICK
1st Balance Race (Spoon & Marbel) (18+ SNEHA TIWARI
2nd to 30 Years Female |nC|uding Wards of CHANDRADIPA NAG
the Works)
3rd DIPANKANA BANERIJEE
1st MI SI SI SAN
2nd Balance Race (Spoon & Marbel) (30+ | MANASHI MONDAL
and above Female)
RINKU MAJUMDER & ELIZABETH
3rd MBATHA
1st MANASHI MONDAL
Needle & Thread Race (30+ and above
2nd Female) MI SI SI SAN
3rd NUPUR PAL
1st RINKU MAJUMDER
2nd Breaking the Jar (30+ and above SAMPA PAL
Female)
MINU DAS & ELIZABETH MBATHA
3rd
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1st SHIVAM TANTI
50 Mtrs. Flat Race (Boys & Girls) (Age
2nd upto 6 Years) PRACHURJYO BERA
3rd CHIRAG SINGH BISHT
1st SHIVAM TANTI
2nd LAKSHMAN KUMAR
3rd 50 Mtrs. Orange Race (Boys & Girls) | TANUJA SAMANTA
_— (Age upto 6 Years)
Consolation CHIRAG SINGH BISHT
Consolation PRACHURIJYO BERA
Consolation REYANSH MALLICK
1st SUBHRA PORE
2nd 75 Mtrs. Flat Race (Boys) (Age 6+ to NAMAN KUMAR
10 Years)
3rd SRIJAN MOHANTA & SAUMIT DAS
1st 75 Mtrs. Orange Race (Boys) (Age 6+ | SUBHRA POREY
to 10 Years)
2nd SRIJAN MOHANTA
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3rd

NAMAN KUMAR & SAUMIT DAS

1st DISHA BISHT
75 Mtrs. Flat Race (Girls) (Age 6+ to 10
Consolation Years) AYUSH MISHRA
Consolation AHANA BANIK
Consolation | 75 Mtrs. Orange Race (Girls) (Age 6+ | DISHA BISHT
_ to 10 Years)
Consolation AHANA BANIK
1st NAITIK THAKUR
100 Mtrs. Flat Race (Boys) (Age 10+ to
Consolation 14 Years) SRIJAN MOHANTA
Consolation RAJIB MAHATO
100 Mtrs. Race (Girls) (Age 10+ to 14
1st Years) SRIJANI DUTTA
100 Mtrs. Sum Race (Boys & Girls)
(Age 10+ to 14 Years) SRIJANI DUTTA
1st MINU DAS
Eating the Fuchka (For Female)
2nd MANASHI MONDAL
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3rd NUPUR PAL
1st SAMPA PAL
Musical Chair (For Female Including
2nd Worker's Wife) ARCHANA KUMARI SHAW
3rd PAYAL SANA
1st PRITI PARAMANICK
7nd Musical Ball (For Fem.ale Including RUKMINI SHAW
Worker's Wife)
3rd SUNITA ORAON
1st SAMIR DAS
2nd 50 Mtrs Slow Cycle Race (For Male) | ABDUR RAHAMAN
3rd PRATYUSH KR. SAHOO
1st TAPAS BASU
ter/Mot le Race (Jig-J
2nd Scooter/Motor Cycle Race (Jig-Jag) ABDUR RAHAMAN
(For Male)
3rd RAJESH NATH
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1st ABHIDEEP MITRA
2nd TAPAS BASU
Throwing the Ball (Shot Put) (For
3rd Male) ABHISHEK ROY
1st BHOLANATH PAL
2nd TAPAN DHARA
Kicking the Football into the Net
3rd (Goal) (ISI Retired Worker's) RABINDRA NATH DAS
1st Hitting the Target (Wicket) (ISI Retired |SANTOSH KUMAR MONDAL
Worker's)
2nd BHOLANATH PAL
3rd TAPAN DHARA
1st Walking (400 Mtrs) (ISI Retired  |SASANKA SEKHAR SAHOO
Worker's)
2nd SANTOSH KUMAR MONDAL
1st Go-as-you-like (Open to All) DEBANJANA DAS
Consolation TAPASYA PAUL
Consolation PRACHURIJYO BERA
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LIST OF BLOOD DONORS, 2023-24

SI. No. NAME
01 GOBINDA BHATTACHARYA
02 PUSPAK CHAKRABORTY
03 SHOVAN KHATUA
04 SATADAL SAWDAGAR
05 SANDEEP
06 SOURAV CHAKRABORTY
07 CHIRANJIB DEY
08 DEBANJAN CHAKRABORTY
09 CHANDRA SEKHAR DAS
10 RAJIB SARKAR
11 SOUMENDRA NATH BHUNIA
12 KHUSHAL TUNGHARE
13 VAIBHAV SHEKHAR
14 PRITAM BHATTACHARJEE
15 VINEET KUMAR
16 SANJU
17 SOMENATH DAS
18 NUSHRAT HUSSAIN
19 TUSHAR KANTI DAS
20 PRIYA GUPTA
21 BIMAN ROY
22 SATYA NARAYAN ORAON
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23

PARTHA BHATTACHARJEE

24 ARGHYA MANDAL

25 SAUVIK BHATTACHARJEE
26 SEEMANTA PAUL

27 AISHIK CHANDA

28 MRITTIKA CHAKRABORTY
29 ASHMITA DEY

30 PAULOMEE GUHA

31 NAYAN CHANDRA MAJEE
32 SOVAN MONDAL

33 DHRITI SUNDAR DANDAPAT
34 ANIL GHOSH

35 SATYAJIT DASGUPTA
36 PRIYOBRATA MONDAL
37 DIPRANJAN PAL

38 ALPIN MONDAL

39 ADITYA SHANKAR PAL
40 YASH JAIN

41 RITESH HELA

42 RAJIB BARDHAN

43 PUSPAL KUNDU

44 AMAN SINGH

45 AVIK MITRA

46 PRABIR KR CHAKRABORTY
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47

SUBRATA BANERJEE

48 AMIT DAS

49 SNAKAR ROY

50 ABHISHEK MAITY
51 ARUN SOUMYA BASU
52 SUDESHNA MITRA
53 GOURAB NATH
54 MANAS KR PAN
55 NEERAJ KR SINGH
56 DEBANJAN DUTTA
57 SANKARSAN SEAL

58

SHUBHRA SANKAR ROY
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> NEW BLUE VIEW

Swargadwar Renuka Lane, Puri -

2 06752-224656 224686 08274807333

Hotel Now Blue View

Renuka Lane, Swargadwar, Puri - 521001

We are offering three (03) double beded airconditioned rooms
near sea beach.

Contacts

Office: (033)-2575-3083, Mobile: 8017160433, 9038075153

INDIAN STATISTICAL INSTITUTE CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT SOCIETY LTD.
203 B.T. Road, Kolkata - 700108
(Registered under the Multi State Co-operative Societies Act, 1984)
Regd. No.CR-7 of 2™ August 1975
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