Statement of the Hon'ble Minister of HRD read out to the Council of lITs in its 45th meeting held on 27-06-12
(available at http://www.iitsystem.ac.in/llTcouncil/minutes/Minutes-45-Meeting-of-1IT-Council.pdf)

— o B ATt L

-

P

STATEMENT

- At:thesoutset, “twould like to apologise for myabserice from this™
emc«af meeting of:the T Council today. | have always takenp my duties as a
- Union-Minister:serioasly and tried to<do my best by what the nation and
‘most importantly - its-children whe are its future requrre “ofsmet have
always believed that quality education is a collaborative venture requiring

the aétjve participation of everyone ~ the $tate Governments, the Uriion S
‘Government, its institutions, parents and society. And this venture is above ol
every thing that can divide us — politics or boundaries or egos. We owe this i

to our children and to the future of our natian.

12 wiTher IffGoundif-hias amongst its members, the wisest persons from - e
the acadernic::and research community. We also have industry. and - -~ 5
. Goverament represented in it. All the Chairpersans and Directors of HTs are iy
memﬁers We took a decision on 28% May this year after two years’ﬂ"f |
éeﬁheratlcns and two Committees reporting to it. Why did we take this
decision? The Counczf way back in February 2010, expressed its concem at ' -
.. the ex:stmg system - ‘of “admission into institutions of higher iearmng F '

;.zengtneermg Education s a continuous pmcess, but we have perpetuated"“
-campiete ~disconnéct between our secondary sche ! 4 ‘ "
‘edueation.: Coachinginstitutions have gradually™reptaced -
"schools. if theres no: 1mporta nce given to performance in school for access
SVETED Our ‘bestr mstitutions, then our schooling system will wither. We are  ~
«creatingzan army-of children adept at cracking examinations but can thev e
‘thirik:critically?'Do we not share the blame for this disconnect? The bar is o
always:set bythe-best:in the land. If they fail to send the right signals, can B ’
5 #the withering‘of the schooling system be stopped? As a Union Minister and j
2 Chairmanof- ‘this: Cournicil, | have a responSibmty to the entire educahcn R :

S

system, which | must fulfill. . .

.2 The rotheriquestion that has bothered us is the multiplicity of
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= “appearing for:oneéxamination or another aﬁef thew Board examlnaﬂ A
Wbere e!se n the worid do we have mult&pisc&ty Qf entrance examlnatlons?j

=nattona!'-'-exammatmp- in whtch over 9 mtihan stude.nt's_ a_ppear, Japan hasa

' single examination that adds on school performance. Our National Policy on-

Educatian calls for a common examination for admission to all technical and

professional Institutions. The Science Advisory Council to the Prime

Minister has recommended it. The Yash Pal Committee which lays a

roadmap for a‘u’tonamy to institutions of higher learning, recommends

iz 7 is MatiomaliTesting: What'else do we require? Is it is not out. bounden duty to

virelleve ¢ ﬂur‘ chrldren of the stress of mu!tfpfe exammatmns'? o

Our National aims must be adﬂressed.. The onus of addressing these ~ ~
aims is on all of us. Let all members bring their wisdom to this meeting en ’
all these issues. We cannot let our children be held hostage to uncértainty.
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