INDIAN STATISTICAL INSTITUTE
203 B. T. ROAD, KOLKATA 700108

RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR REGISTRATION FOR A PH.DEGREE
AND FOR SUBMISSION AND EVALUATION OF A THESIS FORHE AWARD
OF THE PH.D. DEGREE

The Indian Statistical Institute awards the degreBPoctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) for
original research contributions in one of the faliog five disciplines:Statistics,
Mathematics, Quantitative Economics, Computer Science and QROR (Quality,
Reliability & Operations Research). For obtaining a Ph.D. degree of the Institute, it
is necessary for a candidate to register himsetéie for a Ph.D. degree of the
Institute in a specific disciplineand subsequently to submit a thesis embodying
his/her research work in partial fulfillment of tRdé.D. degree of the Institute in that
specific discipline. At present, the Institute iae Ph.D. & D.Sc. Committees, one
for each discipline, appointed by the Council oé timstitute with the following
responsibilities: (a) to decide on acceptance gliegtions of candidates seeking
registration for a Ph.D. degree of the Institubg,t6 conduct evaluation of submitted
theses, and (c) to recommend award of the Ph.Dredetp candidates on their
successful completion of requirements for a Phdgyrele.

Procedurefor Registration for a Ph.D. Degree of the Indian Satistical | nstitute:

In order for any candidate to be eligible to subaihesis to the Institute for a Ph.D.
degree in any of the five disciplines, namely, iStats, Mathematics, Quantitative
Economics, Computer Science and QROR (Quality, aRiiiy & Operations
Research), it is necessary for the candidate sbriagister himself/herself for a Ph.D.
degree of the Institute in one of the above digogs. The rules and regulations
governing registration for a Ph.D. degree of traitate are described below.

A. For a candidate attached to the Institute as @dRels Fellow and seeking to
obtain a Ph.D. degree of the Institute in one effitie disciplines as mentioned
above,the registration for a Ph.D. degree has to be completed within two
yearsfrom the date of higlher joining the Institute as a Research Fellow. This
rule will apply to all Research Fellows, irrespeetof the source of funding of the
Fellowship (e.g., I.S.I., CSIR, NBHM, UGC, etc.)oi@inuation of the Fellowship
beyond two years will be contingent upon gettingistered for Ph.D. degree of
the Institute within two years from the date ohjoig as a Research Fellow.



To register for a Ph.D. degree of the Institute,application on the prescribed
form should be submitted by the candidate to th®P& D.Sc. Committee of the

Institute for the specific discipline, with a copy the Dean of Studies. The
prescribed application form may be obtained from @onvener of the Ph.D. &
D.Sc. Committee or from the Dean’s Office or maydirectly downloaded from

the Institute’s website. In order to be eligibleagoply for registration for a Ph.D.
degree of the Institute, a candidate has to satigfyollowing conditions:

(i) Academic Qualifications:

The candidate shoulgossess at least one of the following degrees or
diplomas awarded by the Institute:
M.Stat., M.Math., M.S.(QE), M.Tech.(CS), M.Tech.(QR), Post
Graduate Diploma, Two/Three Year Advanced Staigsiis Diploma,
Senior Diploma in Statistics.

OR
The candidate shoulgpossess a Master's degree of a recognized
university/institution in a relevant subject (redex to the discipline in
which the candidate is seeking a Ph.D. degree)
[Note For candidates determined to dagstanding by the relevant JRF
selection committee, the above criteria may bexeslato a Bachelor’s
degree of a recognized university/institution ireevant subject.]

(i) Selection Test:

The candidate should have been selected as a Resaarch Fellow of
the Institute in the relevant discipline througle thritten selection test
(with waiver as permissiblejnd interview conducted annually by the
Institute.A candidate Clearing the JRF Selection Test, btutmailing of
the institute’s fellowship, has to get the registra within a period of 5
years from the date of Selection Test result.

OR
The candidate has been awarded a Junior ResedloWwstep by NBHM
or CSIR or UGC or ICMR or DST based on a nationalbnducted
written selection test and has subsequently bdentsd for admission to
the Ph.D. programme of the institute, based onparsge written test
followed by an interview conducted by the relevalRF selection
committee of the institute.



OR

The candidate has been awarded a foreign Resealdwship and has
subsequently been selected for admission to the.Pnogramme of the
institute, based on a separate written test foltbsy an interview
conducted by the relevant JRF selection committe@einstitute. [For
such candidates, granting registration for a Pdéyree of the Institute
will be subject to fulfilment of the existing nostaid down by the UGC
for award of a Ph.D. degree.]

(i) Mandatory Coursework:
In case a candidate has been awarded one of tlwevifod masters’

degrees of the Institute in the First Division, thandatory coursework
requirement for Ph.D. registration at the Instituge automatically
exempted, provided the candidate is applying fgrsteation for a Ph.D.
degree in a relevant discipline as listed in thxeté®elow.

Tablel
I.S.I. Degree Obtained Discipline of Ph.D. Registration
M.Stat. Statistics
M.Math., M.Stat. with MSP or AP Specialization Mathematics
M.S.(QE) , M.Stat. with QR Specialization Qtitative Economics
M.Tech.(CS) Computer Science
M.Tech.(QROR) R OR

In all other cases, it is mandatory that at, timetof applying for
registration for a Ph.D. degree of the Institutee tcandidate has
successfully completed tloeur sework reguirement, as certified by the
relevant Research Fellows Advisory Committee (RFAC)he Institute.
[Fordetails, see the itenCoursework’below.]

(iv) Thesis Supervisor:
The candidate should alreaklgve a Ph.D. thesis supervisasigned to him/her

by the Dean of Studies, on recommendation of tlevaat Research Fellows
Advisory Committee.for details, see the iteniThesis Supervisobelow.]
(v) Research Area:

The candidate should have already identified tlsadbrarea of his/her research-
work for the thesis and shouklbmit, along with his/her Ph.D. registration
application,a write-upon the research arda be pursued by him/her towards
his/her Ph.D. thesis, duly forwarded by the Phhgsis supervisor(s) and the
Chair of the relevant RFAC.



Coursework: A candidate applying for registration for a Phdkgree of the
Institute will be expected to possess a broad kedgé in the discipline in which
he/she is seeking a Ph.D. degree. In order to ernbisg, there will be a list of
courses for each discipline in which the Institiffers a Ph.D. degree.
Subsequent to being admitted to the Ph.D. programme of the Institute and
put under the supervision of an appropriate RFé&ch candidatexcept those
possessing an M.Math./M.Sat./M.S.(QE)/M.Tech.(CS)/M.Tech(QROR)
degree of the Institute with First Division and applying for registration for
Ph.D. in a relevant discipline as listed in Table I, will be required to
successfully completat _least five courses from the list of courses for the
relevant discipline and should hasgatisfactory performance in each of the
courses.The RFAC will advise a candidate on the courseddotaken by
him/her.Depending on the knowledge-base of a candidbéesRFAC may waive

all or some of the coursddowever, in such cases, the candidate will haveke a
comprehensive written test conducted by the RFACefach of the courses for
which waiver is sought, and the waiver(s) will havebebased on the performance
of the candidate inhe comprehensive test(d/hen-aany candidate other than
those for whom mandatory coursework requiremergui®matically exempted
as described in (iii) above and in Tableapplies for registration for a Ph.D.
degree, the RFAC will need to certify that the gdate has successfully
completed the required coursework in the relevastigline. For candidates
having an M.Math./M.Sat./M.S.(QE)/M.Tech.(CS)/ M. Tech.(QROR) degree
of the Institute with First Division and applying for registration for Ph.D.
degree in a relevant discipline as given in Table | in (iii), such coursework
completion certificates are not required.

Thelist of courses may be modified appropriately from timeto time

Thesis Supervisor: For each candidate seeking a Ph.D. degree onditdute,
the Dean of Studies, on the recommendation ofd@levant RFAC, will assign a
Ph.D. thesis supervisor. Usually, the thesis superwill be a faculty member

of the Institute (that is, a scientific worker of the Institute thie rank of a
Lecturer or equivalent, and above). In exceptiariEdumstances, a candidate
may be assigned an external Ph.D. thesis supervisor, if the RFAC so
recommends, buh all such cases, the Dean of Studies of the Institute will have
to assign, on the recommendation of the RFA{Qint Ph.D. thesis supervisor
from among the faculty members of the Institute.



Discipline for the Ph.D. Registration: Since the Institute awards Ph.D. degrees
in five different disciplines, namel@atistics, Mathematics, Quantitative
Economics, Computer Science and QROR (Quality, Reliability &
Operations Research), a candidate seeking a Ph.D. degree of the Ibstiteeds
to register himself/herself for a Ph.D. degriee one of the above five
disciplines. Depending on the discipline in which a candidatends to seek a
Ph.D. degree, he/she would normally be placed byDiban of Studies under the
charge of an appropriate RFAC and would be requinader the supervision of
the RFAC, to fulfill the coursework requirements fbe intended discipline of
the Ph.D. degree. In case of Research Felltvessubject-area of his’/her work
for a Ph.D. degree can be any one of the above five, irrespective of the
subject in which he/she passed a JRF Selection Test. It may be noted that (a)
Ph.D. research topics/problems are becoming incrglgsinter-disciplinary and
(b) the RFACs of the Institute are organized by iSdons/Units and not by
disciplines. Therefore, if a candidate admittedaafkesearch Fellow in one
discipline and placed under the supervision of @r@priate RFAC, proposes to
work for a Ph.D. degree in a different disciplittggn it will be the responsibility
of the RFAC in charge to obtain the proposal frdme tandidate and get it
evaluated by a committee of experts in the disegplin which the candidate
proposes to work for a Ph.D. thesis. Such a coramithust include among
others, some experts in the discipline, who are atembers of the relevant
Ph.D. & D.Sc. Committee.

Note: For each of the five disciplines in which thetinge awards a Ph.D. degree,
there is a list of courses. Any subsequpniposals for updating the list of
courses for the different disciplines, by addingvreourses or deleting existing
courses, wilheed approval of the Academic Council.



B. A candidate, who isiot attached to the Institute as a Research Fellow and
seeks to obtain a Ph.D. degree of the Institutena of the five disciplines as
mentioned above, must firsubmit a letter of intent to the Dean of Studies,
mentioning the discipline in which he/she seekslitain a Ph.D. degree. On receipt
of such a letter of intent, the Dean of Studied Wwilward the application to the
appropiate JRF Selection Committee. It will be toe JRF Selection Committee to
decide whether to consider the candidature of suchndidate for admission to the
Ph.D. programme of the Institute. If the JRF S@@cCommittee decides to do so,
then the candidate will have to appear dowritten test followed by an interview
conducted by the JRF Selection Committee. Based on the performance in the
written test and the interview, the candidate may be admitted to the Ph.D.
programme of the Institute and assigned to an appropriate RFAC by the Dean of
Sudies. Within two years from this date of assgnment, the candidateshould
register himself/herself for a Ph.D. degree of the Institute. The procedure and the
eligibility criteria for application for registrain are exactly the same as under
paragraplA above.



Submission of Ph.D. Thesis:

After having registered for a Ph.D. degree of thstitute in one of the five
disciplines mentioned above, a candidate shouldhgub thesis to the relevant Ph.D.
& D.Sc. Committeewithin five years from the date of registration, in partial
fulfillment of the award of a Ph.D. degree.

Prior to the submission of his/her Ph.D. thesighte relevant Ph.D. & D.Sc.
Committee, a candidate will have to:

(@) submit a synopsis of the thesis to the relevant@FA

(b) deliver a public seminar, organized by the rele\RRAC, on the research

work to be included in his/her Ph.D. thesis.

At the time of submission of the thesis togethahwai synopsis of the thesis
to the relevant Ph.D. & D.Sc. Committee, a can@idatst also submit to
the Ph.D. & D.Sc. Committee, a certificate signeg the thesis
supervisor(s), certifying that the candidate hakveleed a public seminar
and has satisfactorily answered questions raisétkeiseminar.

It is the responsibility of the concerned Ph.D. &PB. Committee to consider
getting the thesis evaluated by the thesis supm(gisand by two external examiners
selected by the Ph.D. & D.Sc. Committee and to emgiasntly arrange for the viva
voce examination. Based on reports of the thesasa@ation and the viva-voce
examination, the Ph.D. & D.Sc. Committee will dexion recommending award of
the Ph.D. degree and forward its recommendatidghe®ean of Studies.

In case a candidate fails to submit his/her Phhesis along with a synopsis
within five years from the date of registration ®oPh.D. degree, the registration will
stand cancelled. In such a case, the candidate ne#id to get himself/herself
registered for the Ph.D. degree once again befefghb can submit the thesis. For
fresh registration of such a candidateles and regulations for Ph.D. registration
as stated in paragraph B above will apply.



